




By Kirsten Anderberg 

Women helping other women deliver babies 
is as old as humanity. It makes sense. So why do 
mainstream doctors and hospitals act like 
midwifery is some radical, dangerous, 
medically-irresponsible 'quackery? In 
Scandanavia, the UK, and the Netherlands, 
female midwifery is a thriving occupation. Yet 
in America, it has been constructively outlawed 
as a profession, for 100 years. While I was in 
labor, during my home birth, I actually asked 
the midwives, “Are you sure this is okay to do 
at home, and not in a hospital?" They said, 
“Kirsten, think about it. THIS is the way 
women birthed for thousands of years before 
doctors and hospitals.” That made sense, but I 
had to ask, due to my years of American 
medical brainwashing. 

My midwives were rogue outlaws, in many 
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People across the continent are organizing 
to disrupt the global meeting of the 
Biotechnology Industry Organization (BIO) 
June 6-9 at San Francisco’s Moscone Center. 
BIO is the largest biotech lobbying 
organization in the world. It works to promote 
mega-corporate control of human food 
supplies and the environment. Its corporate 
members and supporters — Monsanto, Dow, 
DuPont, Genentech and all of the major 
pharmaceutical companies — are quite literally 
threatening the continuation of life on earth 
with their pollution, unsustainable agricultural 
practices, and genetic engineering 
experiments. 

BIO’s decision to meet in San Francisco is a 
surprising opportunity — why would the 
biotech industry voluntarily have a huge 
meeting in a politically hostile, well organized 
community with a history of successful and 
militant direct action? Their blunder will be 
the people’s gain. 16,000 industry 


uprising. If you live elsewhere, you might 
consider planning a trip to SF. 

What is planned 

Protest organizers under the umbrejla 
“Reclaiming the Commons” are hoping to 
couple powerful street protests with inspiring 
examples of positive alternatives to a 
corporate controlled, biotech future: “It’s 
time to put as much energy into creating a 
better world as we have been putting into 
resisting the exploitative one! We need to get 
off the corporate grid, exercise democracy 
outside of party-driven, corporate-funded 
electoral machines, live sustainable lives, and 
create just and thriving communities amid the 
corporate-controlled world!” 

They hope to showcase “community-based, 
eco-solutions to urban problems” — planting 
gardens, practicing mutual aid and direct 
democracy, and experimenting with 
sustainable, do-it-yourself ways to meet human 
needs. In addition to a welcome center with a 


and workshops all leading up to direct action 
against the BIO 2004 convention. Events are 
schedule June 3-9 — starting three days 
before the start of the BIO conference. 

What is BIO 2004 

According to BIO’s website: “BIO 
represents more than 1,000 biotechnology 
companies, academic institutions, state 
biotechnology centers and related 
organizations in all 50 U.S. states and 33 
other nations. BIO members are involved in the 
research and development of health-care, 
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By Kirsten Anderberg 

Women helping other women deliver babies 
is as old as humanity. It makes sense. So why do 
mainstream doctors and hospitals act like 
midwifery is some radical, dangerous, 
medically-irresponsible 'quackery? In 
Scandanavia, the UK, and the Netherlands, 
female midwifery is a thriving occupation. Yet 
in America, it has been constructively outlawed 
as a profession, for 100 years. While I was in 
labor, during my home birth, I actually asked 
the midwives, “Are you sure this is okay to do 
at home, and not in a hospital?” They said, 
“Kirsten, think about it. THIS is the way 
women birthed for thousands of years before 
doctors and hospitals.” That made sense, but I 
had to ask, due to my years of American 
medical brainwashing. 

My midwives were rogue outlaws, in many 
ways. They fully understood the political 
activism involved, they fully appreciated the 
anarchist nature of what they were doing. 
They birthed approximately 200 babies in the 
Seattle area, between the years of 1980 and 
2000, and they did so with.no licenses, and no 
medical credentials. They delivered my baby at 
home, illegally, and I am eternally grateful. 
When I gave birth in 1984, there were no 
hospitals allowing midwives to birth in them, no 
insurance plan would pay for a midwife, and 
Swedish Hospital was the only hospital in 
Seattle “experimenting” with birthing rooms. 
There were no single or gay mom childbirth 
classes, so I quit goingjto childbirth classes, as 



This i s the way women 
birthed for thousands of 
years before doctors 
"and hospitals. 
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they were filled only with middle-class, 
heterosexual couples. One of my midwives, 
Miriamma Carson, was bisexual, spoke fluent 
Spanish, was a radical activist and feminist, 
and she offered me a safe place, when nowhere 
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By Viola-Lee Blue 



People across the continent are organizing 
to disrupt the global meeting of the 
Biotechnology Industry Organization (BIO) 
June 6-9 at San Francisco’s Moscone Center. 
BIO is the largest biotech lobbying 
organization in the world. It works to promote 
mega-corporate control of human food 
supplies and the environment. Its corporate 
members and supporters — Monsanto, Dow, 
DuPont, Genentech and all of the major 
pharmaceutical companies — are quite literally 
threatening the continuation of life on earth 
with their pollution, unsustainable agricultural 
practices, and genetic engineering 
experiments. 

BIO’s decision to meet in San Francisco is a 
surprising opportunity — why would the 
biotech industry voluntarily have a huge 
meeting in a politically hostile, well organized 
community with a history of successful and 
militant direct action? Their blunder will be 
the people’s gain. 16,000 industry 
representatives, scientists and government 
officials are expected at the convention, filling 
local hotels for miles around. To say “logistical 
and security nightmare” understates the 
vulnerability of the BIO 2004 conference. 
Police will have to make the difficult choice of 
turning San Francisco into an armed camp — 
shutting down major streets around the 
convention center for days and deploying 
thousands of police — or allowing activists to 
turn the meeting into a chaotic, embarrassing 
fiasco. 

June 6-9 may well become San Francisco’s 
Seattle. If you live in the Bay Area, now is the 
time to get together with your friends, 
neighbors and family to form affinity groups 
and figure out how you can plug into the 


uprising. If you live elsewhere, you might 
consider planning a trip to SF. 

What is planned 

Protest organizers under the umbrejla 
“Reclaiming the Commons” are hoping to 
couple powerful street protests with inspiring 
examples of positive alternatives to a 
corporate controlled, biotech future: “It’s 
time to put as much energy into creating a 
better world as we have been putting into 
resisting the exploitative one! We need to get 
off the corporate grid, exercise democracy 
outside of party-driven, corporate-funded 
electoral machines, live sustainable lives, and 
create just and thriving communities amid the 
corporate-controlled world!” 

They hope to showcase “community-based, 
eco-solutions to urban problems” — planting 
gardens, practicing mutual aid and direct 
democracy, and experimenting with 
sustainable, do-it-yourself ways to meet human 
needs. In addition to a welcome center with a 
food forest, composting toilets, solar showers, 
gray-water system and bike taxis and bio¬ 
diesel shuttles, there will be teach-ins, panels, 



and workshops all leading up to direct action 
against the BIO 2004 convention. Events are 
schedule June 3-9 — starting three days 
before the start of the BIO conference. 

What is BIO 2004 

According to BIO’s website: “BIO 
represents more than 1,000 biotechnology 
companies, academic institutions, state 
biotechnology centers and related 
organizations in all 50 U.S. states and 33 
other nations. BIO members are involved in the 
v research and development of health-care, 
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agricultural, industrial and environmental 
biotechnology products.” The conference will 
include “biotech executives, investors, 
journalists, policymakers and scientists from 
more than 55 countries.” 

BIO’s role is to clear the way for ever- 
increasing corporate control of agriculture 
and to promote biotechnology. According to 
Reclaim the Commons “The biotechnology 
industry is a prime example of how global 
corporations are eroding democracy, 
threatening our health and environment, and 
concentrating control of our food and 
resources in the hands of a few profit-driven 


Continued on page 14 
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By XXXarick Nerdcore 


thoughts on gay MARRIAGE 
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With all respect for every person’s search 
for happiness, regardless of whether it 
includes marriage.. 


It would be nice if we could just laugh at the 
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Seattle area, between the years of 1980 and 
2000, and they did so with.no licenses, and no 
medical credentials. They delivered my baby at 
home, illegally, and I am eternally grateful. 
When I gave birth in 1984, there were no 
hospitals allowing midwives to birth in them, no j 
insurance plan would pay for a midwife, and 
Swedish Hospital was the only hospital in 
Seattle “experimenting” with birthing rooms. 
There were no single or gay mom childbirth j 
classes, so I quit going to childbirth classes, as | 
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[vulnerability of the BIO 2004 conference, 
j Police will have to make the difficult choice of 
[turning San Francisco into an armed camp — 
[shutting down major streets around the 
{convention center for days and deploying 
[thousands of police — or allowing activists to 
[turn the meeting into a chaotic, embarrassing 
[fiasco. 

June 6-9 may well become San Francisco’s 
i Seattle. If you live in the Bay Area, now is the 
time to get together with your friends, 
1 neighbors and family to form affinity groups 
and figure out how you can plug into the 



include biotech executives, investors, 
journalists, policymakers and scientists from 
more than 55 countries.” 

BIO’s role is to clear the way for ever- 
increasing corporate control of agriculture 
and to promote biotechnology. According to 
Reclaim the Commons “The biotechnology 
industry is a prime example of how global 
corporations are eroding democracy, 
threatening our health and environment, and 
concentrating control of our food and 
resources in the hands of a few profit-driven 
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they were filled only with middle-class, 
heterosexual couples. One of my midwives, 
Miriamma Carson, was bisexual, spoke fluent | 
Spanish, was a radical activist and feminist, 
and she offered me a safe place, when nowhere I 
else felt safe. For $300, I was given private | 
childbirth classes with other single moms, and j 
pre/post natal exams, as well as a 30 hour I 
labor and home birth attended by two | 
midwives. When I had trouble paying it, j 
Miriamma let me barter cooking dinners for her 
kids instead. I could never have afforded such 
superior health care under the status quo, for- J 
massive-profit, medical system. 

Both of my midwives, Miriamma and Barbara j 
R., had sons living at home while they were j 
midwives. And they helped homeless teens I 
often. One night Miriamma’s son woke her up at 
3 am, saying he had stumbled on a teen girl, in a 
car, behind the 7-11, in labor. She would not) 
leave with him, so he asked her to wait, and said j 
he would send his radical midwife mom to help j 
her. Miriamma grabbed her birthing kit, and 
charged out the door towards the 7-11. j 
Miriamma delivered the baby, in the car, in the 
middle of the night, with dignity, no questions 
asked. The girl refused to leave with Miriamma, 
but Miriamma invited the girl to her home, and 

Continued on page 14 
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thoughts on gay MARRIAGE 


With all respect for every person’s search 
for happiness, regardless of whether it 
includes marriage... 

It would be nice if we could just laugh at the 
folks getting gay-married... But marriage is no 
joke. Unlike lunch counter and voting booth 
struggles of previous years, which were based 
on individual access for all, this rights struggle 
is based on increasing access for some gays — 
those wanting to legitimize the sanctity of 
their coupledom. It’s about increasing access 
to services and economic privilege based on the 
willingness to enter into a ‘monogamous’ 
relationship legitimized by the state. 

The sense of commitment once associated 
with straight carriage has disappeared, 
leaving behind a strange mixture of economic 
and legal privileges that should be accessible 
to anybody, with or without a marriage 
slipknot. Immigration, visitation, and adoption 
rights, tax breaks, healthcare — sanctified 
gay couples look forward to these privileges, 
while the rest of us unwilling or unable to ball- 
and-chain ourselves enjoy the trickledown 
liberation of one big blow smashed in the right 
wing’s ballooning homophobia. Do radicals have 
to join this poorly situated fight for gay 
inclusion in the mainstream before we have any 



hope of smashing the very institutions upon 
which the mainstream thrives? 

Yes, the right wing’s bigoted response to 
gay marriage means that they truly believe we 
can fuck off and die. It’s a ball watching the 
right wing bend over backwards to stop gays 
from getting married, but we come down to 
the same old reality: some queers are still 
marginalized by our normalized gay cousins. 
The right wing’s magnificently homophobic 
response lends only temporarily disruptive 
potential to the otherwise monotonous 
attempt at assimilation. Liberals fight for an 
inclusive society while preserving their piece of 
the pie within a capitalist context that 
necessitates division and poverty. There’s 
nothing principled about this struggle for 


inclusion, because it is based on exclusive 
Along with straights, gays will be rewarded 
with benefits — tax breaks and health 
insurance — that increase as couples 
approximate the middle class american dream. 
Those without the American FastPass — 
people working jobs that will never in a million 
years give them benefits; people working the 
street corner; people too sick to work; the 
crazies, cripples, sexual freaks, political 
radicals — for these gays, marriage is about 
as ‘nice’ as a particleboard bookshelf or 
cardboard shack. 

The institution of marriage is very tricky. 
With straight divorce rates at 50%, it’s clear 
that the marriage myth is stronger than 

Continued on page 14 
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Slingshot is a quarterly, independent, 
radical newspaper published in the East Bay 
since 1988. 

Just before getting to work on this, we sit 
and talk and eat and try to figure out the 
make-up of this paper. We often wonder 
outloud about the people who pick this up, and 
how much it is hated. It’s a good laugh 
considering how dire and unlaughable the world 
situation is these days. Being a DIY paper 
since 1988 makes for an amorphous collective. 
A startling difference between the first few 
years and now is funding. Slingshot previously 
had to dig deep into the collective’s pocket to 
publish it. Now it is largely funded by the 
organizer. Still we would not be here if it 
wasn’t for the nameless people who thanklessly 
carried on upholding self-imposed deadlines. 
What hasn’t changed much has been our home 
base. Ten years ago we printed our 
“temporary” new address at the Long Haul. 
Well we’re still here and if you come to town 
check our new leopard print facade. We can’t 
say much for the rest of our home town, and if 
you read Smash E-Ville on pg.9 you'll get a 
good picture of how it is...and what we can do 
to it. Another hot item all over the place is the 
Gay Marriage debate. Obviously this affects 
our community closely. You wouldn’t think it 
but some of our Anarchist friends got gay 
married and no doubt they had good reasons. 
We hope we don’t lose any friends and can get 
people to consider different perspectives 
from the mainstream. A similar thing can be 
said of the Progressive Judaism piece on 
pg.10. Our awesome cover is the logo drawn by 
Becky for the new info shop in Indonesia. Chqck 
out the story on pg.4. And finally we are 
excited that the Biotech conference will be 
met with a Reclaim the Commons call to action 
in June. This will be in the heart of downtown 
San Fransico and not on some fucking island or 
fortress. Plus it may force people to consider 
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California 
Department of 
Corrections 


Office of Communications 
California Department of Corrections 
569 Dolores Street, Box 611 
San Francisco, California 94110 


For Immediate Release 


California Department of Corrections and Department of Homeland Security 
join forces for Valentine’s Day advertising campaign. 


February 18th, 2004 


On February 14th, the California Department of Corrections (CDC) unveiled the latest 
billboard alterations in a ten year campaign against the state’s most criminal advertising. 
Released for Valentine’s Day, two rehabilitated ads were presented as a gift to our colleagues 
in the U.S. Department of Homeland Security (DHS). 


The safetv of correctional staff and the security of facilities under CDC jurisdiction have been 


target Savannah 
Georgia 


Activists across the globe are heading to 
Savannah, Georgia to protest the annual 
meeting of the G8 June 8-10. The meeting of 
the world’s wealthiest and most powerful 
nations — Canada, France, Germany, Italy, 
Japan, Russia, England and the US — is 
actually being held on an island 80 miles from 
Savannah. Savannah will be as close as regular 
citizens can get to the rulers of these 8 
“democracies.” After disruptive protests in 
Genoa in 2001 in which Carlo Guliani was killed 
and in Kananaskis, Canada in 2002 in which 
Ewoks seized forested areas, world leaders 
are increasingly tired of having to deal with 
pesky protests. Having the summit on an island 
was the best spot US organizers could find to 
isolate it from public view. 

The meeting will give world leaders a chance 
to coordinate their agenda — the war on 
terrorism, centralization of corporate control 
over all life on earth, and the attack on self- 
determination and freedom. Are we going to 
just lie back and take it? FUCK NO! 

According to protests organizers “Local 
activists have been working to build a broad, 
black and labor-led front at the neighborhood 1 
level to welcome out-of-town activists to 
Savannah.” They are calling for an 
“international festival for peace and civil 
liberties.” 

The Savannah area provides numerous 
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What hasn’t changed much has been our home 
base. Ten years ago we printed our 
“temporary” new address at the Long Haul. 
Well we’re still here and if you come to town 
check our new leopard print facade. We can’t 
say much for the rest of our home town, and if 
you read Smash E-Ville on pg.9 you’ll get a 
good picture of how it is...and what we can do 
to it. Another hot item all over the place is the 
Gay Marriage debate. Obviously this affects 
our community closely. You wouldn’t think it 
but some of our Anarchist friends got gay 
married and no doubt they had good reasons. 
We hope we don’t lose any friends and can get 
people to consider different perspectives 
from the mainstream. A similar thing can be 
said of the Progressive Judaism piece on 
pg.10. Our awesome cover is the logo drawn by 
Becky for the new info shop in Indonesia. Chqck 
out the story on pg.4. And finally we are 
excited that the Biotech conference will be 
met with a Reclaim the Commons call to action 
in June. This will be in the heart of downtown 
San Fransico and not on some fucking island or 
fortress. Plus it may force people to consider 
the conumdrum of living in such an active 
conscious community, at the same time home to 
all sorts of awful corporations. We look 
forward to ample material documenting this 
next fight. 

Slingshot is always on the lookout for 
writers, artists, editors, photographers, 
distributors and independent thinkers to help 
us make this paper. We are interested in 
reviewing books and zines again but ask 
contributors keep these under 200 words. If 
you send something written, please be open to 
editorial changes. 

Editorial decisions are made by the 
Slingshot collective, but not all the articles 
reflect the opinions of the collective members. 
We welcome debate, constructive criticism and 
discussion. 

Slingshot New Volunteer Meeting 

Volunteers interested in getting involved 
with Slingshot can come to the new volunteer 
meeting May 2 at 1 p.m. at the Long Haul in 
Berkeley (see below). 

Article Deadline and Next Issue Date 

Submit your articles for issue 82 by May 29, 
2004 at 3 p.m. We expect the next issue out in 
early June. That’s right, we’ll be back before 
you blink. 

Volume 1, Number 81, Circulation 12,000 

Volume two begins after the revolution 
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For Immediate Release 

California Department of Corrections and Department of Homeland Security 
join forces for Valentine’s Day advertising campaign. 

February 18th, 2004 

On February 14th, the California Department of Corrections (CDC) unveiled the latest 
billboard alterations in a ten year campaign against the state’s most criminal advertising. 
Released for Valentine’s Day, two rehabilitated ads were presented as a gift to our colleagues 
in the U.S. Department of Homeland Security (DHS). 

The safety of correctional staff and the security of facilities under CDC jurisdiction have been 
a high priority for our staff since the department’s inception in 1994. Therefore, the 
department supports DHS efforts to extend maximum security throughout the United States 
and to introduce the general public to the safety, efficiency and discipline found in California’s 
correctional facilities. 

The billboards in question were apprehended, detained and released without incident along 
Cesar Chavez Street. After a brief period of rehabilitation, one advertisement was discharged 
into San Francisco’s Bay view neighborhood (3101 3rd Street at Cesar Chavez), and a 
SpaniSh-speaking counterpart was simultaneously released into the Mission District (1665 
Valencia Street at Cesar Chavez). 
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Savannah. Savannah will be as close as regular 
citizens can get to the rulers of these 8 
“democracies.” After disruptive protests in 
Genoa in 2001 in which Carlo Guliani was killed 
and in Kananaskis, Canada in 2002 in which 
Ewoks seized forested areas, world leaders 
are increasingly tired of having to deal with 
pesky protests. Having the summit on an island 
was the best spot US organizers could find to 
isolate it from public view. 

The meeting will give world leaders a chance 
to coordinate their agenda — the war on 
terrorism, centralization of corporate control 
over all life on earth, and the attack on self- 
determination and freedom. Are we going to 
just lie back and take it? FUCK NO! 

According to protests organizers “Local 
activists have been working to build a broad, 
black and labor-led front at the neighborhood' 
level to welcome out-of-town activists to 
Savannah.” They are calling for an 
“international festival for peace and civil 
liberties.” 

The Savannah area provides numerous 
opportunities for linking the global struggle 
for economic justice and self-determination 
with local conditions. The majority of citizens 
are African-American but according to local 
activists, city politics are nonetheless tightly 
controlled by an all-white oligarchy. 

For more information, contact the Free 
Speech Savannah coalition: 866.237.7563, 22 
West Bryan St. (172) Savannah, GA 31401, 
www.freesavannah.com. 


The formerly criminal advertisements seem to have successfully readjusted to public life. 
Once touting the benefits of cold medicine to feverish insomniacs, these ads were corrected 
with assistance from Francisco Goya’s Caprichos. The billboards are at liberty, but they 
remain under surveillance by department staff to prevent recidivism and any potential lapse 
into prior criminal behavior. 

The California Department of Corrections is a private institution dedicated to the protection 
of the public through the alteration, rehabilitation and improvement of California’s most 
criminal advertising. Initiated in 1994, the department is operated by individuals who feel that 
California’s correctional facilities are insufficiently managing the state’s most criminal 
elements. 

For additional information on department programs and operations, please visit the CDC 
website at www.geocities.com/billboardcorrections or email the Office of Communications at 
cdc@revolutionist.com. 


cdc @ revolutionist.com www.geocities.com/billboardcorrections 



International Day 
of Action and 
Solidarity with 
Jeff “Free” Luers 
— June 12, 2004 

June marks the fourth year that our friend 
and comrade, Jeff “Free” Luers has been 
imprisoned and held captive by the state of 
Oregon. Sentenced to 22 years and 8 months 
for burning three Sport Utility Vehicles 
(SUVs) at Romania Chevrolet in Eugene, Jeff 
has continued to be active in prison and fight 
back with his words and inspiration. This June 















correctional facilities. 

The billboards in question were apprehended, detained and released without incident along 
Cesar Chavez Street. After a brief period of rehabilitation, one advertisement was discharged 
into San Francisco’s Bay view neighborhood (3101 3rd Street at Cesar Chavez), and a 
Spanish-speaking counterpart was simultaneously released into the Mission District (1665 
Valencia Street at Cesar Chavez). 

The formerly criminal advertisements seem to have successfully readjusted to public life. 
Once touting the benefits of cold medicine to feverish insomniacs, these ads were corrected 
with assistance from Francisco Goya’s Caprichos. The billboards are at liberty, but they 
remain under surveillance by department staff to prevent recidivism and any potential lapse 
into prior criminal behavior. 

The California Department of Corrections is a private institution dedicated to the protection 
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California’s correctional facilities are insufficiently managing the state’s most criminal 
elements. 

For additional information on department programs and operations, please visit the CDC 
website at www.geocities.com/billboardcorrections or email the Office of Communications at 
cdc@revolutionist.com. 


activists, city politics are nonetheless tightly 
controlled by an all-white oligarchy. 

For more information, contact the Free 
Speech Savannah coalition: 866.237.7563, 22 
West Bryan St. (172) Savannah, GA 31401, 
www.freesavannah.com. 


ede @ revolutionist.com 


www.geocities.com/billboardcorrections 


International Day 
of Action and 
Solidarity with 
Jeff “Free” Luers 


— June 12, 2004 

June marks the fourth year that our friend 
and comrade, Jeff “Free” Luers has been 
imprisoned and held captive by the state of 
Oregon. Sentenced to 22 years and 8 months 
for burning three Sport Utility Vehicles 
(SUVs) at Romania Chevrolet in Eugene, Jeff 
has continued to be active in prison and fight 
back with his words and inspiration. This June 
12, we aim to strengthen his efforts by 
promoting a day of action and solidarity with 
Jeff throughout the world. 

This day will mean many things to many 
people — we say do what fits your local 
situation and your desires. Some ideas are film 
screenings, protests at SUV dealerships, 
wheat-pasting campaigns, letter writing and 
outreach, music shows and direct actions. The 
important thing is that you ask yourself: will 
this action help Jeff’s situation? 

Jeff’s imprisonment is meant as a deterrent 
to social and environmental movements all over. 
There is no central organizing body or group 
to check in with but the J12 Organizing 
Committees can help by providing you with 
flyers, graphics, and merchandise such as 
videos, zines and stickers about Jeff's case. 

For info, contact: www.freefreenow.org or 
Break the Chains, P.O. Box 12122, Eugene, OR 
97440 www.breakthechains.net or Free’s 
Defense Network, POB 3, Eugene, OR 97440. 


These are the answers for 
last issue’s #80 cross w- 
ord puzzle. 
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next fight. 

Slingshot is always on the lookout for 
writers, artists, editors, photographers, 
distributors and independent thinkers to help 
us make this paper. We are interested in 
reviewing books and zines again but ask 
contributors keep these under 200 words. If 
you send something written, please be open to 
editorial changes. 

Editorial decisions are made by the 
Slingshot collective, but not all the articles 
reflect the opinions of the collective members. 
We welcome debate, constructive criticism and 
discussion. 

Slingshot New Volunteer Meeting 

Volunteers interested in getting involved 
with Slingshot can come to the new volunteer 
meeting May 2 at 1 p.m. at the Long Haul in 
Berkeley (see below). 

Article Deadline and Next Issue Date 

Submit your articles for issue 82 by May 29, 
2004 at 3 p.m. We expect the next issue out in 
early June. That’s right, we’ll be back before 
you blink. 

Volume 1, Number 81, Circulation 12,000 

Volume two begins after the revolution 
Printed April 8, 2004 
Slingshot Newspaper 
Sponsored by Long Haul 

3124 Shattuck Ave. Berkeley, CA 94705 
Phone: (510) 540-0751 
slingshot@tao.ca 
http://www.tao.ca/-slingshot 


Circulation Information 

Slingshot is free in the Bay Area and is 
available at Long Haul and Bound Together 
Books (SF), plus lots of other places. Contact 
us or come by if you want to distribute 
Slingshot for free in the Bay Area. 
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Slingshot interviewed Tristan Wingnut, a 
Berkeley-based wandering activist, after his 
return from a month-long trip to Iraq. He was 
there during February, 2004 . 

Slingshot: What does the U.S. occupation of 
Iraq look like/feel like? 

T. Wingnut: Well it’s hard to say. Everyday life 
goes on. Streets are full of people who shop or 
go to work if they have a job etc. The biggest 
problems I see in Iraq are economic. For 
instance, massive unemployment while the 
Occupation enforces Saddam’s anti-worker 
laws and passes more. If Iraqis can’t get jobs 
and all the ‘reconstruction’ work goes to 
foreigners and all the money leaves the 
country, then Iraq isn’t really reconstructed as 
an economically viable entity even if it has newlv 
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society? What are the relations between 
regular Iraqis and Iraqi expatriates? Is there 
hope for Iraq working out its divisions? 

TW: No one knows what will happen in Iraq. 
Some think civil war. Most people get along 
fine. People hate Ahmed Chalabi and his group 
and are mistrustful of many ex-patriots in 
politics. The return of so many Iraqis has made 
rents sky rocket in Baghdad, leading to tons of 
evictions, gentrification etc. There are 
thousands of squatters all over. Society is 
divided between Shiites, Sunnis, Kurds and 
others. Race didn’t seem an important factor. 
Many people love Saddam. He was Iraq the way 
the US flag represents this country. 
Everywhere you see a flag here one used to see 
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By B. Real 

50,000 protesters leave from midtown to 
the convention center on a march route 
approved by police months ago. Giant puppets 
poke their heads out of the crowd as masked 
kids spray paint some corporations and pump 
up the energy with drumming. As the crowd 
approaches the convention center, cop lines 
!| block off the route. They try to move around 
“jj the cops, only to find themselves pushed back 
i'away from the convention. A smaller group of 
^ black-clad kids breaks off and rushes through 
,ja police line. Overturning dumpsters and 
! smashing Starbucks, they continue on towards 
* the convention center. A few blocks later, the 
police mass on the group, firing tear gas and 
rubber bullets. Billy clubs and blood fly. 
’Hundreds are arrested, dozens hospitalized, 
and six people just “disappear”. Inside, the 
Republican National Convention continues 
without interruption. 

Think this is just a nightmare fantasy about 
New York? Look at Sacramento. Look at 
Miami. Timoney will be back, and this time he’ll 
probably have more than $8 million to bust 
heads. The police have changed their tactics in 


- To force the enemy to commit and expose 
their weaknesses, you can entice them with a 
tempting target. Be prepared to sacrifice 
the target to win the battle. 

In general, make it impossible for the enemy 
to predict your actions. The theory is to be 
everywhere and nowhere at the same time. 
Don’t group together in well-known places; 
constantly shift positions. The element of 
chaos will keep them confused. Offer up 
decoys, wait for them to commit, probe their 
weaknesses, then attack where you can assure 
victory. Always be ready to dissolve again to 
avoid a counter-attack. If there is an obvious 
target, especially a purely symbolic one like a 
palace of a fence, be very wary - most likely, 
they’re prepared to defend it. 

Taking Sun Tzu’s ideas and mixing in modem, 
ideas of coordinated chaos and swarming, we 
get a whole new approach - one where we can 
beat the cops. The radical and militant 
elements shouldn’t all group together - not at 
the convergence space and not in the marches 
as a black bloc. Stay in small bands and try to 
blend into the city as much as possible. Don’t 

focus on the target they want us to attack, the 
whole city is fair game. From defense 
contractors to the mayor’s house, from 
changing billboards to blockina roads, them 
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will be there day after day and not hiding in 
US bases. 


Slingshot interviewed Tristan Wingnut, a 
Berkeley-based wandering activist, after his 
return from a month-long trip to Iraq. He was 
there during February, 2004. 

Slingshot: What does the U.S. occupation of 
Iraq look like/feel like? 

T. Wingnut: Well it’s hard to say. Everyday life 
goes on. Streets are full of people who shop or 
go to work if they have a job etc. The biggest 
problems I see in Iraq are economic. For 
instance, massive unemployment while the 
Occupation enforces Saddam’s anti-worker 
laws and passes more. If Iraqis can’t get jobs 
and all the ‘reconstruction’ work goes to 
foreigners and all the money leaves the 
country, then Iraq isn’t really reconstructed as 
an economically viable entity even if it has newly 
painted schools. Mostly reconstruction is just 
repainting rather than building. 


SS: Were you able to have interactions with 
U.S. soldiers? Did you find them to 
frustrated/angry with the situation they are 
in or did they come off as patriotic and 
focused on controlling Iraqis? 

TW: I’m not a great one to talk to soldiers but 
friends talked to them lots and sometimes I 
was there. It’s hard in the streets as the 
soldiers are afraid, pointing guns and zipping 
by on convoys. At the CPA [Coalition 
Provisional Authority headquarters] and other 
places it’s easy. Almost all of the soldiers say 
they want to come home, for different reasons, 
mostly personal. Some fear death but also it’s 
boring and far from friends and parties etc. 
My friend handed out the Bring them Home 
post cards and the response was “Oh, I’m not 
allowed to take that” but no real hostility. One 
soldier said “I love being able to help the Iraqi 
people.” Basically they appear to think that 
they are doing a good thing by being in Iraq. 
Many soldiers have never left, for instance, The 


SS: What divisions did you observe in Iraqi j 
society? What are the relations between 
regular Iraqis and Iraqi expatriates? Is there 
hope for Iraq working out its divisions? 

TW: No one knows what will happen in Iraq. 
Some think civil war. Most people get along 
fine. People hate Ahmed Chalabi and his group 
and are mistrustful of many ex-patriot's in 
politics. The return of so many Iraqis has made 
rents sky rocket in Baghdad, leading to tons of 
evictions, gentrification etc. There are 
thousands of squatters all over. Society is 
divided between Shiites, Sunnis, Kurds and 
others. Race didn’t seem an important factor. 
Many people love Saddam. He was Iraq the way 
the US flag represents this country. 
Everywhere you see a flag here one used to see 
Saddam there. Others and especially Shiites __ 
hate Saddam and are so happy with the US for j 
getting rid of him. Many people were happy to 
meet an Ameriki and praised George Bush. But $ 

I think patience is wearing thin. The Shiites if 
want to run the country and soon. 


SS: What did you see in regards to wimmins] 
situations? 

TW: Newspapers make it sound worse than it} 
is. It is bad though. Under Saddam Iraq wasfi 
reportedly relatively safe for women and they!| 
were able to move about. Now it's much more 
dangerous and women fear strangers. Iraqis' ^ 
believe that the US created all theseiji 


problems, either intentionally or not, and has noi? 


solutions. Iraq has become more and more 
Islamic in dress. Most women wear head 
scarves. Almost all Shiites and people from thefi 
south do. Many women wear a big black, all? 
covering thing that I think is .called an Abaya ” 
and it has to be held closed with one hand. Veryjj 
male dominated society or men are the active 
ones and most of the workers but some women} 
work too, you know paid employment. 
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By B. Real 

50,000 protesters leave from midtown to 
the convention center on a march route 
approved by police months ago. Giant puppets 
poke their heads out of the crowd as masked 
kids spray paint some corporations and pump 
up the energy with drumming. As the crowd 
approaches the convention center, cop lines 
block off the route. They try to move around 
the cops, only to find themselves pushed back 
away from the convention. A smaller group of 
black-clad kids breaks off and rushes through 
a police line. Overturning dumpsters and 
' smashing Starbucks, they continue on towards 
»;the convention center. A few blocks later, the 
^police mass on the group, firing tear gas and 
rubber bullets. Billy clubs and blood fly. 
iHundreds are arrested, dozens hospitalized, 
and six people just “disappear”. Inside, the 
Republican National Convention continues 
without interruption. 

Think this is just a nightmare fantasy about 
New York? Look at Sacramento. Look at 
Miami. Timoney will be back, and this time he’ll 
probably have more than $8 million to bust 
heads. The police have changed their tactics in 
‘he past few years and gotten a lot tougher. 
The black bloc isn't effective anymore. We 
can’t just fight the cops head on and win. 
We’ve got to change our tactics or we’ll be 
smeared on the pavement. 

Sun Tzu’s classic book, The Art of 
War,offers a strategy for effective 
conf rotation: 

- In defense, don’t commit to a form. When the 
enemy probes, they can’t find any weakness. 

- In offense, be ready to attack anywhere when 
an advantage appears. 
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- To force the enemy to commit and expose 
their weaknesses, you can entice them with a 
tempting target. Be prepared to sacrifice 
the target to win the battle. 

In general, make it impossible for the enemy 
to predict your actions. The theory is to be 
everywhere and nowhere at the same time. 
Don’t group together in well-known places; 
constantly shift positions. The element of 
chaos will keep them confused. Offer up 
decoys, wait for them to commit, probe their 
weaknesses, then attack where you can assure 
victory. Always be ready to dissolve again to 
avoid a counter-attack. If there is an obvious 
target, especially a purely symbolic one like a 
palace of a fence, be very wary - most likely, 
they’re prepared to defend it. 

Taking Sun Tzu’s ideas and mixing in modern, 
ideas of coordinated chaos and swarming, we 
get a whole new approach - one where we can 
beat the cops. The radical and militant 
elements shouldn’t all group together - not at 
the convergence space and not in the marches 
as a black bloc. Stay in small bands and try to 
blend into the city as much as possible. Don’t 

focus on the target they want us to attack, the 
whole city is fair game. From defense 
contractors to the mayor’s house, from 
changing billboards to blocking roads, there 
are literally thousands of targets and actions 
that can make a big impact. You love the 
images of ninjas and pirates? Well, it’s time to 
start acting like them and get invisible. 

Show up a few weeks in advance, before all 
the cops start working overtime. Work in 
small bands of tight friends. Spread out over 
the whole city. And there will be no way the 
cops can stop us. If they guard a few spots, 
hit whatever's unprotected. If they spread 
thin to cover everything, group up with some 
other crews and hit them where they’re weak 
We thrive on chaos, unpredictability, and 
hundreds of things happening at once - the 
exact things that overwhelm their centralized 
control. This summer, we play by our rules, and 
turn the whole city into a giant symbol of 
resistance. This summer New York is ours! I’ll 
be there... will you? 

The Republication National Convention will be 
August 29 - September 4 in NYC. For more 
info, contact. www.rncnQtwelcome.org. 








U.S. soldiers? Did you find them to 
frustrated/angry with the situation they are 
in or did they come off as patriotic and 
focused on controlling Iraqis? 

TW: I’m not a great one to talk to soldiers but 
friends talked to them lots and sometimes I 
was there. It’s hard in the streets as the 
soldiers are afraid, pointing guns and zipping 
by on convoys. At the CPA [Coalition 
Provisional Authority headquarters] and other 
places it’s easy. Almost all of the soldiers say 
they want to come home, for different reasons, 
mostly personal. Some fear death but also it’s 
boring and far from friends and parties etc. 
My friend handed out the Bring them Home 
’post cards and the response was “Oh, I’m not 
allowed to take that” but no real hostility. One 
soldier said “I love being able to help the Iraqi 
people." Basically they appear to think that 
they are doing a good thing by being in Iraq. 
Many soldiers have never left, for instance, The 
Green Zone, so their whole view of Iraq is from 
inside a military base. Patrolling is closer to 
Iraqis than many soldiers get. I saw a soldier 
'pop his head out of a tank and take photos as 
he zipped down my street. I heard that there is 
plenty of hostility towards Iraqis, but I mostly 
-missed it. Most soldiers are, like, 19 or 20 and I 
get the impression they are trying to “do the 
right thing” to help Iraq. I also spoke to Iraqis 
who had been in jail. They had plenty of terrible 
stories but also spoke very well of specific US 
soldiers who helped them and tried to do 
special things for them or treated them as 
human etc. I think those soldiers are trying to 
maintain their humanity in a bad situation. 

SS: Is the presence of U.S./Foreign 
corporations noticeable and what is the opinion 
of the Iraqis about this ? 

TW: Iraqis aren’t stupid, and know they are 
being ripped off, but they desperately need 
jobs so they work for contractors — Bechtel 
or Stars ana stripes (army newspaper) or 
sell shish kababs in army bases. You see the 
corporate people zipping by in White SUVs 
with body guards and all. They waste a huge 
amount of money on this: overhead, executives, 
mercenaries and zipping about. They do tons 
of assessments but very little actual 
reconstruction. Most reconstruction is actually 
done by Iraqis, who aren’t afraid to work and 
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i ininx patience is wearing tnin. 
want to run the country and soon. > 

SS: What did you see in regards to wimmins'i 
situations? ? 

TW: Newspapers make it sound worse than itf 
is. It is bad though. Under Saddam Iraq wasfi| 
reportedly relatively safe for women and they i 
were able to move about. Now it’s much more ? 
dangerous and women fear strangers. Iraqis 
believe that the US created all theseiftS 
problems, either intentionally or not, and has noic 
solutions. Iraq has become more and moreijy 
Islamic in dress. Most women wear head 
scarves. Almost all Shiites and people from theii 
south do. Many women wear a big black, all? 
covering thing that I think is .called an Abaya / 
and it has to be held closed with one hand. Very i 
male dominated society or men are the active) 
ones and most of the workers but some women) 
work too, you know paid employment. 

SS: Did you find any other independent pres 
or internationals? 

TW: There are quite a few other Internationals 
such as the Christian Peacemaker Teams, 
There are a bunch of independent or leftis 
journalists too. Iraq has had an explosion o 
press — 200 some newspapers. I just hear 
the US shut one down. Cool Iraqis put out th 
independent Al Muajaha newspaper. 

SS: What are the realities of people’s basil 
needs being met? Electricity, water, food, 

medical attention? Are there social division _ 
apparent where some people receive more oi 
these resources? 

TW: Baghdad has electricity for about 1. 
hours a day, people with money and stores have 
generators. Other cities have better or worse 
electricity. It goes out all the time with no 
warning. Gas station lines are down to about an 
hour. All stations are guarded by 4 guys with 
AK-47s and tons of barbed wire. Medical care 
is cheap or free but hard to get to for many 
and not high quality. The Oil for Food Program 
gives people the minimum food they need to 
get by. The port of Umm Qasr has no water. 

One guy told me “At least under Saddam we 
had running water twice a day for two hour?' 

Social divisions are the same as everywhere_ 

the rich have generators, buy black marketg as 


'If smeared on the pavement. 

S Sun Tzu’s classic book, The Art of 
v War,offers a strategy for effective 
" conf rotation: 

| - In defense, don’t commit to a form. When the 
| enemy probes, they can't find any weakness. 
j - In offense, be ready to attack anywhere when 
'} an advantage appears. 


Show up a few weeks in advance, before al 
the cops start working overtime. Work in 
small bands of tight friends. Spread out over 
the whole city. And there will be no way the 
cops can stop us. If they guard a few spots, 
hit whatever’s unprotected. If they spread 
thin to cover everything, group up with some 
other crews and hit them where they’re weak. 
We thrive on chaos, unpredictability, and 
hundreds of things happening at once - the 
exact things that overwhelm their centralized 
control. This summer, we play by our rules, and 
turn the whole city into a giant symbol of 
resistance. This summer New York is ours! 
be there... will you? 

The Republication National Convention will be 
August 29 - September 4 in NYC. For more, 
info, contact. www.rncijQtmlcome.org. 
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By barb wyre dixi 

Something is brewing in a vast archipelago 
across the ocean and it’s not the typical news 
that causes us to take to the streets in 
complete outrage. This is something to 
celebrate and support. Some folks in Bandung, 
West Java, Indonesia have decided to form a 
collective and plan to open the first ever 
infoshop in the region. Though faced with quite 
a few obstacles, the collective is still operating 
and struggling to carry through with their 
impressive plans. 

Late 2002, a group of punks, activists and 
artists decided to ride a wave of inspiration 
and create what they’ve read and heard about 
in activist communities abroad....a community 
infoshop. Sindikat Bawang Putih was formed. 
Through consensus in weekly meetings, 
activities were quickly organized. Books, zines 
and newsletters were compiled for the library. 
There was a good response with donations 
from friends in Australia, Singapore, Malaysia, 
Mexico, United States and parts of Europe. 
Next, came a Free Skool which included weekly 
leach ins on various political theories. The 
, findings in the new shipments of literature 
were translated and discussed. Other 
workshops included fire dancing, trash 
puppets, cooking and comic art. Throughout 
this time, the collective kept hunting for a 
permanent space to use for the infoshop. They 
envisioned a small storefront where the library 
could be set up with floormats and pillows for 
reading, Other local groups could rely on a safe 
and convenient space for their meetings and 
activities. Local and foreign travellers could 
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in Indonesia. Some foreign communities took 
interest in donating but wanted the infoshop 
to establish a permanent address before 
contributing. The collective found itself in a 
classic catch 22. Without donations, a failed 
squat occupation and conflict with a promising 
parental contribution, the hopes of leasing a 
space were put on the back burner. The 
collective starting conjuring up other goals to 
be productive in this time of transience. 

January 5, 2003 Sindikat Bawang Putih put 
on a free day long film festival. With a donated 
projector and screen, the use of an outdoor 
patio of an independent bookstore and the mad 
dash to compile documentaries from friends 
across the globe, more than 100 viewers 
gathered to watch the films about the massive 
worldwide demos against the WTO and IMF. 
These films included Global Insight, This Is 
What Democracy Looks Like and The Battle Of 
Seattle. Currently, Sindikat Bawang Putih had 
to change their name to Sayap Ikarus to remain 
anonymous and deal with a new pressing issue. 

The Indonesian presidential elections are 
just around the corner and Suharto is striving 
hard to regain power. Almost all political 
parties running for office are actually owned 
and operated under Suharto. Keep in mind 
that Suharto was the World Bank’s prodigy 
child of a good economy and was the dictator 
behind the massive anti-”communist” genocide 
that stretch across the archipelago and 
massacred the people of East Timor. Now, 
Suharto’s Orde Baru (New Order) is a strong 
force on the political agenda and parties are 


This project must be performed 
anonymously due to a new law called UU Anti- 
Terorisme which puts the activists at risk for 
arrest without a warrant or trial. Sayap Ikarus 
made 10,000 stickers that informed people of 
the corrupted elections and they go on nightly 
runs to post them around town. Sindikat 
Bawang Putih is also currently working with 
other autonomous groups to create a monthly 
public free food distribution, the likes of Food 
Not Bombs. After tabling at various events, 
Ithe collective has found a network, support 
iand contributions including free rice from a 
village farmer and a professional chef that 
apparently makes the best bok choy and taro 
root dish in town. Sindikat Bawang Putih 
wants this event to branch out beyond the 
typical basic anarcho punk/activist crowd and 
has suceeded in collaborating with the theater 


community, the art community, book clubs, 
leftist groups, independent book stores and 
factory workers. This monthly free food event 
will also include an open mic so that all 
communities can conjoin and share their views. 

The intregrity of this collective needs 
recognition and international support. Please 
spread your ruckus across the ocean to the 
land of sweatshop exploitation and World Bank 
induced repression. Form a network with the 
activists in Indonesia. They are open to 
collaboration and communication. Check out the 
website www.sayapikarus.tk and contact 
resist_revolt@yahoo.com . As oppression 
spreads across the globe, so must our 
resistance. 
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On April 28-30 the European Economic 
Forum (EEF) will take place in Warsaw. As you 
know, this took place before in Salzburg, 
Austria. President Kwasniewski volunteered 
Poland to host it at the World Economic Forum 
(WEF) meeting in Davos. The Polish 
authorities don't hide the fact that they would 


figure is twice as high.) More than 60% oti 
people live at or under the poverty line. Last] 
year it came to violent miners' protests ini 
Warsaw. Such fights haven't been seen sincei 
the 80s. Other social groups are also in anf 
equally bad situation. Social frustration 
concerns many social groups and professions! 
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and create what they’ve read and heard about 
in activist communities abroad....a community 
infoshop. Sindikat Bawang Putih was formed. 
Through consensus in weekly meetings, 
activities were quickly organized. Books, zines 
and newsletters were compiled for the library. 
There was a good response with donations 
from friends in Australia, Singapore, Malaysia, 
Mexico, United States and parts of Europe. 
Next, came a Free Skool which included weekly 
leach ins on various political theories. The 
, findings in the new shipments of literature 
were translated and discussed. Other 
workshops included fire dancing, trash 
puppets, cooking and comic art. Throughout 
this time, the collective kept hunting for a 
permanent space to use for the infoshop. They 
envisioned a small storefront where the library 
could be set up with lloormats and pillows for 
reading, Other local groups could rely on a safe 
and convenient space for their meetings and 
activities. Local and foreign travellers could 
stop in, meet the community and participate in 
upcoming actions, shows or events. 

That one pesky obstacle kept postponing 
this dream...MONEY. It’s hard enough just to 
get by paying personal expenses and they 
definately couldn’t receive federal or state 
fundings. A few hundred dollars could lease 
out a shop for a year but that’s alot of money 


projector and screen, the use of an outdoor 
patio of an independent bookstore and the mad 
dash to compile documentaries from friends 
across the globe, more than 100 viewers 
gathered to watch the films about the massive 
worldwide demos against the WTO and IMF. 
These films included Global Insight, This Is 
What Democracy Looks Like and The Battle Of 
Seattle. Currently, Sindikat Bawang Putih had 
to change their name to Sayap Ikarus to remain 
anonymous and deal with a new pressing issue. 

The Indonesian presidential elections are 
just around the corner and Suharto is striving 
hard to regain power. Almost all political 
parties running for office are actually owned 
and operated under Suharto. Keep in mind 
that Suharto was the World Bank’s prodigy 
child of a good economy and was the dictator 
behind the massive anti-”communist” genocide 
that stretch across the archipelago and 
massacred the people of East Timor. Now, 
Suharto's Orde Baru (New Order) is a strong 
force on the political agenda and parties are 
using slogans like, “Since the reformation 
order failed, it's time for the new order to 
return” or “Suharto, Suharto, who owns him? 
All of us do!” It seems like whoever you vote 
for, Suharto wins. So, Sayap Icarus is actively 
trying to educate the public about this 
election. 


'ana contributions including tree rice from a 
village farmer and a professional chef that 
apparently makes the best bok choy and taro 
root dish in town. Sindikat Bawang Putih 
wants this event to branch out beyond the 
typical basic anarcho punk/activist crowd and 


website www.sayapikarus.tk and contact 
resist_revolt@yahoo.com . As oppression 
spreads across the globe, so must our 
resistance. 
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On April 28-30 the European Economic 
Forum (EEF) will take place in Warsaw. As you 
know, this took place before in Salzburg, 
Austria. President Kwasniewski volunteered 
Poland to host it at the World Economic Forum 
(WEF) meeting in Davos. The Polish 
authorities don't hide the fact that they would 
like the EEF to be transfered to Warsaw for 
good. Besides the prestige of hosting such an 
event, they want to show the rest of the world 
that they have no problems with opponents of 
neoliberalism here in Poland. They know that 
the anti-globalist movement is weak and 
disorganized in Poland. They want to use this 
meeting to show the world that while every 
other place has tens of thousands of 
demonstrators in the streets, riots and closing 
off whole sections of the city, Poland will be 
calm and orderly. They are so sure of this that 
they have chosen to hold the event in the Palace 
of Culture in the center of Warsaw. The choice 
of this place shows how sure they are that 
nobody can bother them. The decision-makers 
in Davos pointed out that this event will decide 
if it will be permanently held in Warsaw. 

So it is important that we foil their plans. 
We have to show them that we won't tolerate 
their politics. The social situation is favourable 
because the imcompetence and corruption of 
all consecutive governments makes more and 
more people open their eyes to what's going on. 
The effects of the policies of both the right- 
wing and left-wing governments in Poland have 
led to over 20% unemployment in the country 
and this is growing. (Among youth, not 
counting graduates of higher education, this 


figure is twice as high.) More than 60% of 
people live at or under the poverty line. Last] 
year it came to violent miners' protests in 
Warsaw. Such fights haven't been seen since 
the 80s. Other social groups are also in an 
equally bad situation. Social frustration 
concerns many social groups and professions. 
The libertarian and left anti-authoritarian 
milieus started preparing late last year but we 
won't hide the fact that without significant 
support from abroad we won't be able to 
organize large-scale protests. 

We are open to cooperation and welcome you 
here. We will accept any kind of help with open 5 
arms. This will be the first action on this scale 
in Poland. From our side we will try to ensure 
legal protection and basic medical care during 
the action to the best of our capabilities, a 
place to make banners and so on. In places we 
will have translators, we'll organize a list of Sd 
afforadable accomodations, the Food not 
Bombs activists from different cities in 
Poland will prepare food for those who need it. 
We will try to organize the technical 
infrastruture for Indymedia although this 
might be a problem on account of the very 
modest funds that we have available. We invite R 
everybody who shares the ideals of fighting 
against suffocating neoliberalism. We'll show 
the army of technocrats, politicians andj 
financier/sharks who are coming here that 
nobody gave them any right to decide for us. 
Let's all meet in Warsaw on 28-30 of April. We 
will decide about our future! 

—Polish Libertarian Milieu Organizing the 
Anti-Summit Wa29 
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definately couldn’t receive federal or state 
fundings. A few hundred dollars could lease 
out a shop for a year but that’s alot of money 
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Aboveground Zine Library - New 
Orleans 

The library is located- at the 4820 Banks 
Street warehouse in New Orleans. It’s free to 
use the non-profit library but since it is inside 
a private home, please respect the people that 
live their. They're accepting donated zines 
from anyone. Send 'em to: Quickdummies, 6810 
Bellaire Drive, New Orleans, LA 70124 or 
www.geocities.com/abovegroundlibrary 


Mad Hatters IMC moving 

The Mad Hatters Independent Media Center 
and the Infoshop moved out of its space at 218 
White Street in Danbury, Connecticut to save 
on rent money so they can publish their local 
paper, The Hat City Free Press, more often. 
They’re looking for a new, cheaper space and 
they’re still meeting every week. They have a 
1,500 book lending library, an 800 video 
library, progressive publications and zines and 
a computer center. Contact them at 203-730- 
9397 or www.madhattersimc.org. 
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organize large-scale protests. 

We are open to cooperation and welcome you I 
here. We will accept any kind of help with open jl 
arms. This will be the first action on this scale 
in Poland. From our side we will try to ensure 
legal protection and basic medical care during f 
the action to the best of our capabilities, a 
place to make banners and so on. In places we 
will have translators, we'll organize a list of» 
afforadable accomodations, the Food not f 
Bombs activists from different cities in 
Poland will prepare food for those who need it. 
We will try to organize the technical ? 
infrastruture for Indymedia although this 
might be a problem on account of the very ( 
modest funds that we have available. We invite? 
everybody who shares the ideals of fighting 
against suffocating neoliberalism. We'll show 
the army of technocrats, politicians and* 
financier/sharks who are coming here that 
nobody gave them any right to decide for us. 
Let's all meet in Warsaw on 28-30 of April. We 2 
will decide about our future! 

—.Polish Libertarian Milieu Organizing the 
AnthSummit Wa29 


Places That Might Be Dead Or Have 
Moved: 

• The Nevada County Peace & Justice Center 
in Grass Valley, California has either moved or 
closed. We got mail sent to them returned and 
their phone number is disconnected. 

• The Wooden Spoon in Ann Arbor Michigan 
appears to be gone - we got mail returned and 
their phone # is disconnected. Let us know if 
they still exist. 

• We got a package returned from Community 
Arts & Media Project in St. Louis but perhaps 
it was addressed wrong. Try 3022 A 
Cherokee St. St. Louis, MO 63118 instead of 
the address listed in the Organizer. 


Australian Infoshops 

Barricade Books in Melbourne has moved from 
the address listed in the 2004 Organizer. 
They are now at 4 Pitt Street, Brunswick a 
community warehouse. There is the indymedia 
centre at the same location. Mail them at PO 
Box 199, East Brunswick, VIC 3057, 
Australia. Also, if you're in Melbourne check 
out the Friends of the Earth bookstore at 141 
Smith Street, Collingwood. 


update 


Compiled by PB Fioyd 

Santa Cruz Anarchist Infoshop 

Check out the new Infoshop and zine distro in 
Santa Cruz. They have a lending library, a 
huge zine collection, free tea and free public 
internet access. Open Mon - Fri. 3-7 (Tues & 
Thurs until 9) and Sat and Sun from 11 -7. 
They’re asking folks to send them books, zines 
or other media for local distro and display: 
509 Broadway, Santa Cruz, CA 95060. 


Chateau DIY - Boulder 

This house on 10 acres is working to create 
a community garden, a free store, lending 
library, childcare co-op, and free skool near 
Boulder. It takes over for the Soapbox space 
which just got unexpectedly closed down. The 
space is open for anyone traveling across 
country this summer to come stay and help out 
with the space. 9850 Arapahoe Rd., 
Lafayette, CO 80026, 303.554.0923, 
www.coloradicals.org/soapbox 
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neoliberalism here in Poland. They know that 
the anti-globalist movement is weak and 
disorganized in Poland. They want to use this 
meeting to show the world that while every 
other place has tens of thousands of 
demonstrators in the streets, riots and closing 
off whole sections of the city, Poland will be 
calm and orderly. They are so sure of this that 
they have chosen to hold the event in the Palace 
of Culture in the center of Warsaw. The choice 
of this place shows how sure they are that 
nobody can bother them. The decision-makers 
in Davos pointed out that this event will decide 
if it will be permanently held in Warsaw. 

So it is important that we foil their plans. 
We have to show them that we won't tolerate 
their politics. The social situation is favourable 
because the imcompetence and corruption of 
all consecutive governments makes more and 
more people open their eyes to what's going on. 
The effects of the policies of both the right- 
wing and left-wing governments in Poland have 
led to over 20% unemployment in the country 
and this is growing. (Among youth, not 
counting graduates of higher education, this 
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The following call to action was designed by 
a number of individuals after a panel on anti¬ 
authoritarians and the upcoming elections held 
during the National Conference on Organized 
Resistance in Washington, DC in January 
2004. 

“Election Day”: Those who wish to take an 
hour out of this day to cast a vote are welcome 
to do so; but we urge you to spend the 
remainder of the election day in creative 
experiments in self-determination and 
cooperation! 

Quite a bit of energy is squandered by 
traditional leftists and anarchists debating 
the old question of whether or not to vote; the 
answer is that it's the wrong question. For 
people to be able to focus on getting power 
back in their hands, the terms themselves have 
to be set anew. We must sidestep the entire 
issue of voting, and focus our attention on 
alternative ways of applying power. This will 
save everyone a lot of wasted energy and 
unlock the vast potential dormant in our 
communities, our relationships, ourselves. 

A nationwide campaign is being called for 
this election year to emphasize the 
effectiveness of direct democracy as a way to 
make decisions without mediation or hierarchy, 
and of direct action as means to implement 
those decisions and create the kind of 
communities we desire. We will demonstrate 
that these are viable alternatives to electoral 
representation. This campaign will include 
literature distribution, postering and 


stickering, demonstrations, educational events, 
and other forms of community outreach, both 
in own communities and around the Democratic 
and Republican National Conventions. It will 
culminate in a nationwide day of direct action 
on November 2, election day. 

At the end of the day or in the weeks that 
follow, people can reconvene and compare 
which approach was more rewarding and 


empowering: ballot-box voting or direct 
engagement without representatives. 

The Strengths of This Campaign 
The election is an event of global importance • 
that takes place in every neighborhood, an 
excellent occasion for us to develop alternative 
processes. Campaigns that are both global and 
local don't have to try to get all concerned 


activists to come to one city. On the contrary, 
this is a perfect time for people to act where 
they live while feeling connected to a 
nationwide campaign. 

A campaign that declines to take sides but 
instead raises entirely new questions can be 
provocative without being alienating. The 
broadness of the general theme—direct action 
and direct democracy—is such that 
participation is open to anyone, with any 
preferred style of tactics, at any desired level 
of engagement. This is a campaign that 
everyone in a community can participate in: 
from a chapter of Food Not Bombs to a senior 


citizens group demanding better health care, 
from a high school global justice club to an 
animal rights action group. 

It is a campaign that can include numerous 
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types of SrecTactiomTrorMre^schools to 
guerrilla gardening, from community 
monitoring of police to civil disobedience 
Harmony of purpose is the only goal sought 
between participants; unanimity on specific 
strategies or objectives is unnecessary. 

After this next election day, we can be sure 
that people will retire from civic engagement 
in despair or relief—unless they've had a 
positive experience to remind them how much 
more they can do outside electoral politics. The 
idea is to dream up and practice the many ways 
we can take power out of the hands of the 
elite, be they elected or unelected, and 
redistribute it to everyone through a network 
of free communities and neighborhoods. We do 
this to provide each other with shelter, 
education, art, and information, to share 
resources and ideas, and to determine our own 
lives. This is our chance to emphasize the 
power everyone wields in their daily lives. Join 
with your friends and neighbors, in whatever 
ways you see fit, in emphasizing the great 
things we can do when we cut out the 
middleman! 

invitation to Participate 

This is a decentralized campaign. It belongs 
to no one, but all are welcome. Any individual or 
group that desires to participate is 
encouraged to take this text, rework it so it 
best expresses their views, and circulate it 
under their own name with their own contact 
information. Join in also at 
www.dontjustvote.com. 
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save everyone a lot of wasted energy and 
unlock the vast potential dormant in our 
communities, our relationships, ourselves. 

A nationwide campaign is being called for 
this election year to emphasize the 
effectiveness of direct democracy as a way to 
make decisions without mediation or hierarchy, 
and of direct action as means to implement 
those decisions and create the kind of 
communities we desire. We will demonstrate 
that these are viable alternatives to electoral 
representation. This campaign will include 
literature distribution, postering and 



empowering: ballot-box voting or direct 
engagement without representatives. 

The Strengths of This Campaign 
The election is an event of global importance 
that takes place in every neighborhood, an 
excellent occasion for us to develop alternative 
processes. Campaigns that are both global and 
local don't have to try to get all concerned 



By Bob Black 

(1) Anarchism, n. 1. The doctrine that a 
stateless society is possible and desirable. 
Obsolete. 2. Rule by anarchists. 

(2) Anarchism, properly understood, has 
nothing to do with standards and values in a 
moral sense. Morality is to the mind what the 
state is to society: an alien and alienating 
limitation on liberty, and an inversion of ends 
and means. For anarchists, standards and 
values are best understood - that is, they are 
most useful - as approximations, shortcuts, 
conveniences. They may summarize a certain 
practical wisdom won by social experience. 
Then again, they may be the self-serving 
dictates of authority, or once-useful 
formulations which, in changed circumstances, 
no longer serve any anarchist purpose, or any 
good purpose. 

(3) To speak of anarchist standards and 
values, then, is not necessarily nonsensical— 
but it does involve risks, often avoidable risks. 
In a society still saturated with Christianity 
and its secular surrogates, the risk is that the 
traditional absolutist use of these moralistic 
words will carry over to the way the anarchists 
use them. Do you have standards and values or 
do they have you? It is usually better (but of 
course, not necessarily or absolutely better) 
for anarchists to avoid the treacherous 
vocabulary of moralism and just say directly 
what they want, why they want it, and why they 


categorically rejects categorization. His 
“existence precedes his essence” (Sartre). 
For her, nothing is necessarily necessary, and 
everything is possibly possible. He thinks 
immediatism takes too long. “She flies on 
strange wings” (Shocking Blue). Winston 
Churchill’s wife once complained about his 
drinking. Churchill replied that he had taken 
more out of alcohol than alcohol had taken out 
of him. The Type 3 anarchist takes more out of 
anarchism than anarchism takes out of her. And 
he tries to get more out of life than life gets 
out of him. A loving, thoughtful, self-affirming, 
predatory orientation has as many practical 
applications as the ingenuity and imagination of 
the Type 3 suggests to her. 

(6) In principle, the rejection of principles 
of universal application has universal 
application. In practice, every individual has his 
limitations, and the force of circumstances 
varies. There’s no formula for success, not 
even the recognition that there’s no formula 
for success. But reason and experience 
identify certain areas of foreseeable futility. 
It is easy and advisable, for instance, for 
anarchists to abstain from electoral politics. It 
is preferable but often not possible to abstain 
from work, although it is usually possible to 
engage in some workplace resistance without 
undue risk. Crime, the black market, and tax 
evasion are sometimes realistic alternatives or 



citizens group demanding better health care, 
from a high school global justice club to an 
animal rights action group. 

It is a campaign that can include numerous 


power everyone wieios in ineir aany lives, join 
with your friends and neighbors, in whatever 
ways you see fit, in emphasizing the great 
things we can do when we cut out the 
middleman! 

Invitation to Participate 

This is a decentralized campaign. It belongs 
to no one, but all are welcome. Any individual or 
group that desires to participate is 
encouraged to take this text, rework it so it 
best expresses their views, and circulate it 
under their own name with their own contact 
information. Join in also at 
www.dontjustvote.com. 



The worldwide, irreversible, and long-overdue 
decline of the left precipitated the current 
crisis among anarchists. 

(8) Anarchists are having an identity crisis. 
Are they still, or are they only, the left wing of 
the left wing? Or are they something more or 
even something else? Anarchists have always 
done much more for the rest of the left than 
the rest of the left has ever done for them. 
Any anarchist debt to the left has long since 
been paid in full, and then some. Now, finally, 
the anarchists are free to be themselves. But 
freedom is a frightening, uncertain prospect, 
whereas the old ways, the leftist cliches and 
rituals, are as comfortable as a pair of old 
shoes (including wooden shoes). What’s more, 
since the left is no longer any kind of threat, 
anarcho-leftists are in no danger of state 
repression when they remember and reenact 
their ancient, mythic glories. That's about as 
revolutionary as smoking hash, and the state 
tolerates both for the same reason. 
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left to the anarchists. Every tactic is worth 
trying by anyone inclined to try it, although 
proven mistakes—such as voting, burning 
books (especially mine), random violence, and 
allying with the authoritarian left—are best 
avoided. If anarchists haven’t learned how to 
revolutionize the world, hopefully they have 
learned a few ways how not to. That’s not 
enough, but it is something. 

(10) To speak of priorities is an 
improvement on speaking of standards and 
values, as the word is less burdened with 
moralistic overtones. But again, do you have 
priorities, or do priorities have you? 

(11) Self-sacrifice is counter-revolutionary. 
Anyone capable of sacrificing himself for a 
cause is capable of sacrificing someone else for 
it too. Therefore, solidarity among the self- 
sacrificial is impossible. You just can’t trust an 
altruist. You never know when he might commit 
some disastrous act of benevolence. 

(12) “The struggle against oppression” 
—what a fine phrase! A circus-tent 
commodious enough to cover every leftist 
cause, however clownish, and the less relevant 
it is to the revolution of everyday life, the 
better. Free Mumia! Independence for East 
Timor! Medicines for Cuba! Ban land mines! Ban 
dirty books! Viva Chiapas! Legalize pot! Save 
the whales! Free Nelson Mandela!—no wait, 
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(1) Anarchism, n. 1. The doctrine that a 
stateless society is possible and desirable. 
Obsolete. 2. Rule by anarchists. 

(2) Anarchism, properly understood, has 
nothing to do with standards and values in a 
moral sense. Morality is to the mind what the 
state is to society: an alien and alienating 
limitation on liberty, and an inversion of ends 
and means. For anarchists, standards and 
values are best understood - that is, they are 
most useful - as approximations, shortcuts, 
conveniences. They may summarize a certain 
practical wisdom won by social experience. 
Then again, they may be the self-serving 
dictates of authority, or once-useful 
formulations which, in changed circumstances, 
no longer serve any anarchist purpose, or any 
good purpose. 

(3) To speak of anarchist standards and 
values, then, is not necessarily nonsensical— 
but it does involve risks, often avoidable risks. 
In a society still saturated with Christianity 
and its secular surrogates, the risk is that the 
traditional absolutist use of these moralistic 
words will carry over to the way the anarchists 
use them. Do you have standards and values or 
do they have you? It is usually better (but of 
course, not necessarily or absolutely better) 
for anarchists to avoid the treacherous 
vocabulary of moralism and just say directly 
what they want, why they want it, and why they 
want everybody to want it. In other words, to 
put our cards on the table. 

(4) Like standards and values, the anarchist 
“isms," old and new, are best regarded as 
resources, not restraints. They exist for us, 
not us for them. It doesn’t matter if I, for 
instance, may have gotten more out of 
situationism than syndicalism, whereas another 
anarchist has gotten more out of feminism or 
Marxism or Islam. Where we have visited and 
even where we come from are less important 
than where we are and where, if anywhere, 
we’re going—or if we are going to the same 
place. 

(5) Let “Type 1” refer to anarcho-leftism. 
Let “Type 2” refer to anarcho-capitalism. Let 
“Type 3” refer to the meta-typical (“names 
name me not”). The Type 3 anarchist 


categorically rejects categorization. His 
“existence precedes his essence” (Sartre). 
For her, nothing is necessarily necessary, and 
everything is possibly possible. He thinks 
immediatism takes too long. “She flies on 
strange wings” (Shocking Blue). Winston 
Churchill’s wife once complained about his 
drinking. Churchill replied that he had taken 
more out of alcohol than alcohol had taken out 
of him. The Type 3 anarchist takes more out of 
anarchism than anarchism takes out of her. And 
he tries to get more out of life than life gets 
out of him. A loving, thoughtful, self-affirming, 
predatory orientation has as many practical 
applications as the ingenuity and imagination of 
the Type 3 suggests to her. 

(6) In principle, the rejection of principles 
of universal application has universal 
application. In practice, every individual has his 
limitations, and the force of circumstances 
varies. There’s no formula for success, not 
even the recognition that there's no formula 
for success. But reason and experience 
identify certain areas of foreseeable futility. 
It is easy and advisable, for instance, for 
anarchists to abstain from electoral politics. It 
is preferable but often not possible to abstain 
from work, although it is usually possible to 
engage in some workplace resistance without 
undue risk. Crime, the black market, and tax 
evasion are sometimes realistic alternatives or 
adjuncts to involvement in the state-sanctioned 
system. Everyone has to evaluate his own 
Circumstances with an open mind. Do the best 
you can and try not to get caught. Anarchists 
have enough martyrs already. 

(7) Anarchism is in transition, and many 
anarchists are experiencing anxiety. It is very 
easy to advocate changing the world. Talk is 
cheap. It is not so easy to change your own 
small corner of it. The differences among the 
traditional anarchist tendencies are irrelevant 
because the traditional anarchist tendencies 
are themselves irrelevant. (For present 
purposes let’s disregard the Type 2, free- 
market anarchists who seem to have no 
noticeable presence except in the United 
States, and even there they have little dialogue 
with, and less influence over the rest of us.) 



The worldwide, irreversible, and long-overdue 
decline of the left precipitated the current 
crisis among anarchists. 

(8) Anarchists are having an identity crisis. 
Are they still, or are they only, the left wing of 
the left wing? Or are they something more or 
even something else? Anarchists have always 
done much more for the rest of the left than 
the rest of the left has ever done for them. 
Any anarchist debt to the left has long since 
been paid in full, and then some. Now, finally, 
the anarchists are free to be themselves. But 
freedom is a frightening, uncertain prospect, 
whereas the old ways, the leftist cliches and 

1 rituals, are as comfortable as a pair of old 
shoes (including wooden shoes). What’s more, 
since the left is no longer any kind of threat, 
anarcho-leftists are in no danger of state 
repression when they remember and reenact 
their ancient, mythic glories. That's about as 
revolutionary as smoking hash, and the state 
tolerates both for the same reason. 
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(9) Just how “anarchistic” is the world 
anyway? In one way, very anarchistic; in 
another, not at all. It is very anarchistic in the 
sense that, as Kropotkin argued, human 
society, human life itself, always depends far 
more on voluntary cooperative action than on 
anything the state orders. Under severely 
statist regimes—the former Soviet Union or 
present-day New York City—the regime itself 
depends on widespread violations of its laws 
to stay in power and keep life going. In another 
way, the world is not anarchist at all, because 
no human population exists anywhere any more 
which is not subject to some degree of control 
by some state. 

War is too important to be left to the 
generals, and anarchy is too important to be 


left to the anarchists. Every tactic is worth 
trying by anyone inclined to try it, although 
proven mistakes—such as voting, burning 
books (especially mine), random violence, and 
allying with the authoritarian left—are best 
avoided. If anarchists haven’t learned how to 
revolutionize the world, hopefully they have 
learned a few ways how not to. That’s not 
enough, but it is something. 

(10) To speak of priorities is an 
improvement on speaking of standards and 
values, as the word is less burdened with 
moralistic overtones. But again, do you have 
priorities, or do priorities have you? 

(11) Self-sacrifice is counter-revolutionary. 
Anyone capable of sacrificing himself for a 
cause is capable of sacrificing someone else for 
it too. Therefore, solidarity among the self- 
sacrificial is impossible. You just can’t trust an 
altruist. You never know when he might commit 
some disastrous act of benevolence. 

(12) “The struggle against oppression” 
—what a fine phrase! A circus-tent 
commodious enough to cover every leftist 
cause, however clownish, and the less relevant 
it is to the revolution of everyday life, the 
better. Free Mumia! Independence for East 
Timor! Medicines for Cuba! Ban land mines! Ban 
dirty books! Viva Chiapas! Legalize pot! Save 
the whales! Free Nelson Mandela!—no wait, 
they already did that, now he is a head of 
state, and will any anarchist’s life ever be the 
same? Everybody is welcome under the big 
top, on one condition: that he refrain from any 
and all critique of any and all of the others. You 
sign my petition and I’ll sign yours... 

By maintaining the public image of a common 
struggle against oppression, leftists conceal, 
not only their actual fragmentation, 
incoherence and weakness, but— 
paradoxically—what they really do share: 
acquiescence in the essential elements of 
state/class society. Those who are content 
with the illusion of community are reluctant to 
risk losing its modest satisfactions, and maybe 
more, by going for the real thing. All the 
advanced industrialized democracies tolerate a 
leftists loyal opposition, which is only fair, 
since it tolerates them. 
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There is no remedy for love, but to love more. 

—Henry David Thoreau\ 

By Wendy-0 Matik 

I’m an activist of the heart. I have always felt J 
as if I have an enormous capacity to love 3 
everyone — the homeless guy down the street, j 
the little old lady next door, someone I just had I 
a 5-hour mind-blowing conversation with, and j 
then, of course, my friends, lovers, and family. 
When I finally was able to admit to myself] 
(without guilt) that I have a human right and 
obligation to myself to love as many people as 11 
wanted or needed, then I became aware of howj 
a monogamous relationship, outlined by the I 
status quo, was never going to work for me. II 
would never be able to conform. Radical love,I 
or the freedom to love as many as you desire, | 
has become a way of life for me. 

I am the author and publisher of Redefining I 
Our Relationships: Guidelines for Responsible* 
Open Relationships. Having been in a healthy, f 
responsible, open relationship for thirteen 
years inspired me to write the book, a s well as | 


a lot of encouragement from friends. Despite 
the ending of that relationship, we spent a 
great deal of time negotiating what our 
relationship could be, or could have the 
potential to be, if we put our hearts and minds 
into it. We laid down a foundation of trust 
based on mutually agreed upon rules that 
helped us to grow and evolve as a couple. We 
Shave shared lovers, supported each other in 
Jhaving outside lovers, as well as supported our 
(friends to forge relationships that better 
[suited their lifestyles, particularly in the late 
80’s and early 90’s when many of us had no real 
role models to follow. 

I’ll be the last one to advocate one type of 
j relationship over another, monogamy versus 
non-monogamy. What I am most interested in is 
planting the seeds of autonomy. We have 
choices. We have options. There simply cannot 
be just one formula for everyone. Carve out 
your own lifestyle. Imagine your own ideal 
• relationship. Radicalize your life and challenge 
(yourself to have deep, meaningful relationships 


with anyone who you feel is important to you — J 
including your parents, siblings, friends, 
lovers, pen pals, and neighbors. If you define j 
“open” to include cuddling, kissing, and 
heartfelt communication, then work that into 
your life. If open means sexual liberation, then 
be honest with yourself and your partner(s), 
and take the responsible steps to achieve this, j 
Love is a revolution that starts in the privacy) 
of your home and touches everyone you love and f 
come in contact with. 

I am advocating responsible relationships" 
that are entrenched in the principles of I 
honesty, communication, and consent. All) 
relationships and friendships have certain l 
guidelines that are agreed upon. When you go J 
outside the mutually agreed upon rules, then 
you betray yourself and your loved ones. That’s 
cheating, and people get hurt. This is how 
jealousy gets flared and how couples start 
lying when they’re not being honest about their) 
true desires. This is the gray area of intimacy.) 
We all have natural tendencies to feel desire,! 


| to flirt, to fantasize — this is a healthy part 
of being human. It’s when we deny these urges 
and suppress them that we run into trouble. In 
an ideal relationship of any kind, I would imagine 
that having an open and honest discussion 
about these fantasies would be a healthy place 
to start. In many ways, I wrote my book 
precisely for the people who don’t want to 
scare away their partner with their desires to 
open up the relationship, but rather for those 
who want to make a commitment to avoiding 
stagnation, instilling honesty, giving voice to 
their true desires, dedicating themselves to 
creative options, and supporting one another in 
their pursuit of the personal freedom to love 
many people. 

The societal and cultural reality is that we 
are a far cry from sexual equality in this day 
and age. Men, straight or gay, have benefited 
from the luxury of sexual liberation without so 
much as their moral values being scrutinized by 
society. Women, whether straight or queer, 
have no such freedom. Labels such as slut or 













When I ask all my street performer friends 
why they think there are so few career solo 
women street performers, they all hint to the 
sexual safety issue. So, as a visible, veteran, 
solo woman street performer for 27 years, I 
thought I would tell ya my take on it... 

By Kirsten Anderberg 
Everyone agrees street performing, or 
“busking,” is hard work. Someone once said 
about acting, that they do not pay you for the 
acting, they pay you for the waiting around. 
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your safest bet is to sing sad love songs, 
depicting yourself as lovelorn and lost, stil 
looking for a man to save you. Or as Jon 
Mitchell sings, “There’s a wide, wide world ol 
noble causes...but all I really want to do righl 
now is find another lover.” Although people are 
uncomfortable with your use of the street 
venue, as a woman, they are consoled by the 
material, which fits the female stereotypes 
and keeps a male focus. When I began street 
performing at age 18 in 1978,1 followed these 
gender rules. I had a confident stage presence 
and strong voice, yet I sang about needing a 
man, and of men who left me heartbroken. One 
day a male street performer came up to me 
and said, “Is love all you can sing about?” It 
made me take notice of what men sang about. 
They sang about sex, and getting drunk and 
high. They were singing about traveling, and 
wars, and whaling, and politics. And about 
trying to stay away from women who would 
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—Henry David Thoreau 

By Wendy-0 Matik 

I’m an activist of the heart. I have always felt 
as if I have an enormous capacity to love 
everyone — the homeless guy down the street, 
the little old lady next door, someone I just had 
a 5-hour mind-blowing conversation with, and 
then, of course, my friends, lovers, and family. 
When I finally was able to admit to myself 
(without guilt) that I have a human right and 
obligation to myself to love as many people as I 
wanted or needed, then I became aware of how 
a monogamous relationship, outlined by the 
status quo, was never going to work for me. I 
would never be able to conform. Radical love, 
or the freedom to love as many as you desire, 
has become a way of life for me. 

I am the author and publisher of Redefining 
Our Relationships: Guidelines for Responsible 
Open Relationships. Having been in a healthy, 
responsible, open relationship for thirteen 
years inspired me to write the book, as well as 


the ending of that relationship, we spent a 
great deal of time negotiating what our 
relationship could be, or could have the 
potential to be, if we put our hearts and minds 
into it. We laid down a foundation of trust 
based on mutually agreed upon rules that 
helped us to grow and evolve as a couple. We 
have shared lovers, supported each other in 
having outside lovers, as well as supported our 
friends to forge relationships that better 
suited their lifestyles, particularly in the late 
80’s and early 90’s when many of us had no real 
role models to follow. 

I’ll be the last one to advocate one type of 
relationship over another, monogamy versus 
non-monogamy. What I am most interested in is 
planting the seeds of autonomy. We have 
choices. We have options. There simply cannot 
be just one formula for everyone. Carve out 
your own lifestyle. Imagine your own ideal 
relationship. Radicalize your life and challenge 
jyourself to have deep, meaningful relationships 


including your parents, siblings, friends, 
lovers, pen pals, and neighbors. If you define j 
“open” to include cuddling, kissing, and 
heartfelt communication, then work that into 
your life. If open means sexual liberation, then 
be honest with yourself and your partner(s), 
and take the responsible steps to achieve this. I 
Love is a revolution that starts in the privacy! 
of your home and touches everyone you love and j 
come in contact with. 

I am advocating responsible relationships" 
that are entrenched in the principles of I 
honesty, communication, and consent. All] 
relationships and friendships have certain! 
guidelines that are agreed upon. When you go ] 
outside the mutually agreed upon rules, then I 
you betray yourself and your loved ones. That’s 
cheating, and people get hurt. This is how 
jealousy gets flared and how couples start j 
g when they’re not being honest about tl 
! desires. This is the gray area of intimacy, i 
all have natural tendencies to feel desire,! 


of being human. It’s when we deny these urges 
and suppress them that we run into trouble. In 
an ideal relationship of any kind, I would imagine 
that having an open and honest discussion 
about these fantasies would be a healthy place 
to start. In many ways, I wrote my book 
I precisely for the people who don’t want to 
scare away their partner with their desires to 
open up the relationship, but rather for those 
|who want to make a commitment to avoiding 
(stagnation, instilling honesty, giving voice to 
their true desires, dedicating themselves to 
creative options, and supporting one another in 
[their pursuit of the personal freedom to love 
| many people. 

The societal and cultural reality is that we 
I are a far cry from sexual equality in this day 
and age. Men, straight or gay, have benefited 
from the luxury of sexual liberation without so 
| much as their moral values being scrutinized by 
society. Women, whether straight or queer, 
have no such freedom. Labels such as slut or 




Holly Near had released a song called “Get 
Off Me Baby” around this time. She said she 
liked singing blues, but hated blues because 
the lyrics usually victimized the women. So she 
wrote the song where the woman is 
empowered, and the difference was marked. 
Immediately I saw the power in taking 
traditional forms of music, and twisting them 
to empower, rather than victimize, the women. 
Often, sadly, it was as easy as switching the 
genders in songs, to make the woman end up 
the victor. I began to sing “Summertime,” as 
“Your mama’s rich, and your daddy’s good 
looking,” as one of my first gender lyric 
switches. I began to focus on issues that were 
relevant to me, as a woman and mother. While 
the men were singing about balling alt night, I 
was singing about men’s responsibilities in 


performing on the streets alone is this sexual 
safety issue. 

If women are scared doing male-centered, 
meek love songs on the street, imagine the fear 
in doing a sexy Bessie -Smith song out on a 
street corner as a woman. Men perform songs 
about their sexuality freely in public, but those 
gender stereotypes kick in hard and fast as 
soon as women start singing freely about their 
sexuality in public! Especially if it leaves men 
out altogether, as in lesbian comedy. I found 
that men’s jokes about women's genitals were 
accepted, even by families. No one noticed. 
That is what men do. But you make a joke about 
men’s genitals as a woman performer on the 
street, and the police are there within minutes! 
Testing these boundaries, I decided to sing 
sexy songs covered by Maria Muldaur and 
Bonnie Raitt, et al, instead of sad love songs 









When I ask all my street performer friends 
why they think there are so few career solo 
women street performers, they all hint to the 
sexual safety issue. So, as a visible, veteran, 
solo woman street performer for 27 years, I 
thought I would tell ya my take on it... 

By Kirsten Anderberg 

Everyone agrees street performing, or 
“busking,” is hard work. Someone once said 
about acting, that they do not pay you for the 
acting, they pay you for the waiting around. 
That is true in busking, too. Performing talent 
is about 30% of a.good street act. The ability 
to persevere under harsh conditions, to battle 
police and merchants over air space, to assert 
free speech rights at every corner as they are 
questioned, to spontaneously gather and hold a 
crowd, and to keep up with hecklers, makes the 
pfGfession a die-hard one, at best. You spend 
little time on musical rehearsal, as compared to 
holding your place in line for a good spot, or 
“pitch,” and then defending that pitch from 
police when they show up to shut you down. 
Street performing is not for the weak. And 
being a solo woman street performer has extra 
unseen entanglements, due to societal gender 
stereotypes. 

Solo woman street performers directly 
conflict with the traditional American 
desexualized, meek and dependent ideal 
oursociety upholds for women. They make their 
own money, they are loud and independent, they 
speak their mind, they talk about politics, they 
compete with the boys, sometimes stealing the 
spotlight with women’s issues, and they 
encourage other women to do the same, as 
visible role models in the public square. 

If you are a woman breaking gender roles by 
commanding street corners for entertainment, 


your safest bet is to sing sad love songs, 
depicting yourself as lovelorn and lost, still 
looking for a man to save you. Or as Joni 
Mitchell sings, “There’s a wide, wide world of 
noble causes...but all I really want to do right 
now is find another lover.” Although people are 
uncomfortable with your use of the street 
venue, as a woman, they are consoled by the 
material, which fits the female stereotypes 
and keeps a male focus. When I began street 
performing at age 18 in 1978,1 followed these 
gender rules. I had a confident stage presence 
and strong voice, yet I sang about needing a 
man, and of men who left me heartbroken. One 
day a male street performer came up to me 
and said, “Is love all you can sing about?” It 
made me take notice of what men sang about. 
They sang about sex, and getting drunk and 
high. They were singing about traveling, and 
wars, and whaling, and politics. And about 
trying to stay away from women who would 
marry them. They were not singing forlorn love 
songs. 




Holly Near had released a song called “Get 
Off Me Baby” around this time. She said she 
liked singing blues, but hated blues because 
the lyrics usually victimized the women. So she 
wrote the song where the woman is 
empowered, and the difference was marked. 
Immediately I saw the power in taking 
traditional forms of music, and twisting them 
to empower, rather than victimize, the women. 
Often, sadly, it was as easy as switching the 
genders in songs, to make the woman end up 
the victor. I began to sing “Summertime,” as 
“Your mama’s rich, and your daddy’s good 
looking,” as one of my first gender lyric 
switches. I began to focus on issues that were 
relevant to me, as a woman and mother. While 
the men were singing about balling all night, I 
was singing about men’s responsibilities in 
birth control and child support, and was 
developing lesbian comedy. Many people felt I 
should be jailed for such behavior in public. 

I have asked many street performers, male 
and female, why they think there are so few 
solo women street performers. Predominantly, 
women buskers show up with a male street 
performer they date, play with them until they 
break up, and that is the end of their busking 
career. A very small handful of women can, and 
continue to, perform as professional solo 
women street performers in America. The 
ratio of male to female solo career buskers is 
about 9:1. The most common reason buskers 
gave me for why they think women do not busk 
solo is a fear of rape. They are afraid it would 
be construed as “asking for it" if they sang on 
a street and then were raped later. They fear 
they will be mistaken for prostitutes, the way 
male performers can be mistaken for “bums.” 
Yet I found I was safer than most women I know 
in downtown areas I busked in, because I knew 
the street people, and they treated me as an 
asset to their world. Street people protected 
me from harmful people, intervening, explaining 
I give good free music, so to leave me alone. But 
the main reason women tend to avoid 


performing on the streets alone is this sexual 
safety issue. 

If women are scared doing male-centered, 
meek love songs on the street, imagine the fear 
in doing a sexy Bessie -Smith song out on a 
street corner as a woman. Men perform songs 
about their sexuality freely in public, but those 
gender stereotypes kick in hard and fast as 
soon as women start singing freely about their 
sexuality in public! Especially if it leaves men 
out altogether, as in lesbian comedy. I found 
that men’s jokes about women’s genitals were 
accepted, even by families. No one noticed. 
That is what men do. But you make a joke about 
men’s genitals as a woman performer on the 
street, and the police are there within minutes! 
Testing these boundaries, I decided to sing 
sexy songs covered by Maria Muldaur and 
Bonnie Raitt, et at, instead of sad love songs 
by Joni Mitchell. I began to get large, clapping, 
stomping crowds like the men got. No longer 
was I surrounded by hippie men who wanted me 
to join their cult, or hippie “chicks” who could 
“relate, man.” Respect for me doubled among 
my male performer peers. Ironically, I felt even 
more safe on the streets after asserting my 
sexuality in my music, like the men. 

But singing about sex with men, in songs like 
“Women Be Wise,” still does not rock the boat, 
as it is still male-centered. Issues of 
pregnancy, birth control, child care, women’s 
.sexual fulfillment, and lesbianism, DO rock the 
boat. Until the insertion of feminist material 
into my act, all loved me. No one cared if men 
balled all night, or if women cried in longing all 
night. But singing about women having sex 
together with other women all night, and not 
crying over men, was suspected criminal 
activity! Not only were authorities called in, 
but my own male performer peers backed up in 
confusion too. I received 8 “peace 
disturbance/obscenity” tickets in Santa Cruz, 
Ca. for busking. This happened while the 
famous busker Artis, the Spoonman, was 
screaming, “Give Me Back My Foreskin!” in his 
street performances up the street. I was 
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“nympho” continue to plague women who seek 
sexual autonomy. These stereotypes and 
misconceptions are perpetuated in the media, i 
government, educational system, religious] 
institutions, and even within the women’s! 
movement. We still have a long way to got 
before we can dismantle these derogatory! 
perceptions and liberate ourselves from the! 
social constraints that have been imposed upon I 
us since birth. The first place to start is with! 
one’s self, confronting your own self-imposed! 


I seek to dispel the misconceptions and offeil 
I insight into an alternative view. It is my hope! 
I that my book reflects both the struggle] 
] inherent in living an alternative lifestyle as welll 
as the work that still needs to be done before 
there is greater societal acceptance. I write! 
from one woman’s experience and fight for j 
autonomy. Part of my awareness and 
radicalization as a woman, under 
institutionalized patriarchy, is this struggle to 
^break_frgg_ofjnale concepts of a relationship,! 


feel fHi5f Ve + natural tendencies to I 
I !*I deSir *' flirt, to fantasize-W* 

hls is a healthy part of being humanT^ 


fplt and you^ea^^o^steppin^outsid^thel 
standards of societal norms. It starts with] 
freeing your mind, body, and heart to lovej 
openly despite judgment. 


I male domination of sexuality, male contfolover] 
* my freedom to live how I want, love who I want,! 
and so on. I believe that we have aj 
[responsibility to challenge this patriarchal! 


Inotion of a relationship and redefine something 
Imore empowering and more fulfilling for 
lourselves. But ultimately you have the right to 
] love and live as you see fit, based on your ideals 
land values, while keeping respect and integrity 
I at the core. 

It’s not easy to start being an activist in 
[your own “backyard,” in your own personal life 
[and relationships. Even the most adventurous 
[and most open-minded will struggle with their 
[own imbedded stereotypes. It’s not a simple! 
task to open a discussion up with your partner) 
or lovers about how patriarchy affects you in 
bed, between the sheets. Most of us find it 
challenging to grapple with our own 
insecurities, jealousy, and possessiveness. 
Often we don’t even have the safe space to 
discuss these topics openly. Non-monogamy 
takes a lot of work, commitment, and emotional 
maturity, and it is often easier to conform, 
rather than face all your fears and deal with 
I the criticism and misunderstandings from 


.others who may not support or understand. 
The bottom line is you have choices. If you don’t 
honor these choices and the inherent 
responsibility that comes with them, than you’ll 
never know the true potential of your heart. 

Loving openly and freely in this day and age, 
whether you’re straight or queer, is a political 
act. We are conditioned by outmoded social 
norms that limit our perceptions and shackle us 
to unhealthy cycles of dissatisfying 
relationships. Yet we live in a time where we 
can choose our own gender or redefine our own 
sexual identity. Isn’t it safe to assume that we 
also have a right to decide what kind of 
relationship is more suitable to our lifestyle? 
Declare yourself a revolutionary of the heart. 
Find out how you can expand your potential to 
love, radicalize your lifestyle, and together we 
can threaten the social fabric of patriarchy! 

The place to improve the world is first in one's 
own heart and head and hands. 


^ —Robert M. Pirsig 
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“nympho” continue to plague women who seek 
sexual autonomy. These stereotypes and 
misconceptions are perpetuated in the media, 
government, educational system, religious] 
institutions, and even within the women's] 
movement. We still have a long way to go] 
before we can dismantle these derogatory[ 
perceptions and liberate ourselves from the! 
social constraints that have been imposed upon! 
us since birth. The first place to start is with! 
one’s self, confronting your own self-imposed! 
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that my book reflects both the struggle] 
inherent in living an alternative lifestyle as well] 
as the work that still needs to be done before 
there is greater societal acceptance. I write 
from one woman’s experience and fight for ] 
autonomy. Part of my awareness and 
radicalization as a woman, under] 
institutionalized patriarchy, is this struggle to 
break free of male concepts of a relationship 
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openly despite judgment. 


male domination of sexuality, male control over 
my freedom to live how I want, love who I want, 
I and so on. I believe that we have a 
[.responsibility to challenge this patriarchal 


■notion of a relationship and redefine something 
Imore empowering and more fulfilling for 
lourselves. But ultimately you have the right to 
jlove and live as you see fit, based on your ideals 
land values, while keeping respect and integrity 
I at the core. 

It’s not easy to start being an activist in 
[your own “backyard,” in your own personal life 
land relationships. Even the most adventurous 
land most open-minded will struggle with their 
[own imbedded stereotypes. It’s not a simple 
r task to open a discussion up with your partner 
or lovers about how patriarchy affects you in 
bed, between the sheets. Most of us find it 
challenging to grapple with our own 
insecurities, jealousy, and possessiveness. 
Often we don’t even have the safe space to 
discuss these topics openly. Non-monogamy 
takes a lot of work, commitment, and emotional 
maturity, and it is often easier to conform, 
rather than face all your fears and deal with 
[the criticism and misunderstandings from 


The bottom line is you have choices. If you don’t 
honor these choices and the inherent 
responsibility that comes with them, than you’ll 
never know the true potential of your heart. 

Loving openly and freely in this day and age, 
whether you’re straight or queer, is a political 
act. We are conditioned by outmoded social 
norms that limit our perceptions and shackle us 
to unhealthy cycles of dissatisfying 
relationships. Yet we live in a time where we 
can choose our own gender or redefine our own 
sexual identity. Isn’t it safe to assume that we 
also have a right to decide what kind of 
relationship is more suitable to our lifestyle? 
Declare yourself a revolutionary of the heart. 
Find out how you can expand your potential to 
love, radicalize your lifestyle, and together we 
can threaten the social fabric of patriarchy! 


The place to improve the world is first in one’s 
own heart and head and hands. 


—Robert M. Pirsig 
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ticketed for the word “penis," when I said in 
my act, “What do you get when you cross a 
penis with a potato? A dictator.” I got another 
ticket for the word “bitch” in a song lyric 
saying, “Girls have got to act a certain way, or 
else, they ain't A-OK, always be willing, never 
get mad, or they call us bitch, they tell us we’re 
bad.” Interestingly, that same song was later 
used in Seattle, Wa., at the Pike Place Market, 
as potential grounds for banning my 
performances there. The double-standard for 
obscenitv on the streets for men and women 
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By Magnetic 
Here I am, back in the states. Back in the 
World's Homeland Security Country, in the 
field of buy as much as you can or be as radical 
as possible; back in the biggest jail and 
freedom state, back in the USA. I love it and 
hate it. I want to change this cruel system, with 
its governments, institutions and powerful 
fucked up minds so that the whole world can 

nhanna Rut I alcn want tn lot it hn — hopanca 


eryday lire. My roll there was to watch fgr 
any military movement, any soldiers coming by 
or any problems. Luckily, where I was, 
everything was so organized that shit like 
before (paramilitaries killing Chiapanecos) 
wasn’t happening anymore. There were no 
problems or political actions going on, but 
what I got to see, feel and learn was beautiful 
— it was a dream chased and come true, an 
Autonomous Community, a DIY life. 


what we want, days of war? 

I was so near to Guatemala’s Highlands that 
the idea of going there became really tempting 
and after Chiapas, my beautiful lover warrior 
friend and I kept rolling down south to 
Guatemala. 

Guatemala has been screwed for 40 years, 
40 years of war, 40 years of fear and 
Government lies, 40 years of indigenous 

murrtars — v/aars that will alwav/c ho in thnir 













ticketed for the word “penis,” when I said in 
my act, “What do you get when you cross a 
penis with a potato? A dictator.” I got another 
ticket for the word “bitch” in a song lyric I 
saying, “Girls have got to act a certain way, or I 
else, they ain’t A-OK, always be willing, never I 
get mad, or they call us bitch, they tell us we’re I 
bad.” Interestingly, that same song was later I 
used in Seattle, Wa., at the Pike Place Market, I 
as potential grounds for banning myl 
performances there. The double-standard fori 
obscenity on the streets for men and women! 
became painfully apparent after I fought off 81 
obscenity tickets with the ACLU in Santa] 
Cruz, and attended hearings to fight for my | 
free speech rights in Seattle. 

After seeing that double-standard, my 
whole performing career came into focus. 
Police are present to reinforce societal norms, 
and the status quo. And it is not clear where 
the status quo stands on solo women street 
performers. Much less, solo womefi street j 
performers who make fun of the sacred male 
genitalia, and talk about women-centered 
sexuality and other dangerous feminist issues. 
Some would ban solo women street performers 
altogether if they could. Some have tried that 
with me. Others would allow solo women street! 
performers, but would censor their material to I 
be male-centered. That has been tried on me I 
too. In 1989,1 was so sick of being hassled by I 
police for performing, I put on a nun’s habit, | 
thinking it would confuse the public. I was not] 
sure if the public would side with a cop or a 
nun, but I found the nun’s habit effectively 
intimidated police. I have not been ticketed 
once since I have performed as a nun, and I can 
do material that is MUCH more racy than I ever I 
did before! My journey as a street performer 
continues on, but it is a different journey than 
my predominantly male peers’, for many 
reasons. The biggest reason being the | 
lingering gender stereotypes in our society. 


i By Magnetic 

Here I am, back in the states. Back in the 
I World’s Homeland Security Country, in the 
I field of buy as much as you can or be as radical 
las possible; back in the biggest jail and 
I freedom state, back in the USA. I love it and 
I hate it. I want to change this cruel system, with 
jits governments, institutions and powerfu 
|fucked up minds so that the whole world can 
| change. But I also want to let it be — because 
|Who am I anyway? Then, to begin with, I put 
[this question out there to those who really 
| want to make a change: What do you REALLY 
| want? What are you building? 

Three months ago I went on an awesome 
| adventure that would open my eyes and of 
course my heart. I was ready to learn, love and 
fight, but overall, get more skills so I could 
[ trade my knowledge with the whole world and 
use it as a weapon to change the system. 

After the “Smash The FTAA” days in Miami, 

I threw myself into Mexico and Guatemala. It 
was the 10th Anniversary of the Zapatista 
Uprising so there was a movement going on 
down there, and Guatemala had a lot of 
volunteer work to offer. 

Hitching mostly all the way from Berkeley to 
I Mexico and Guatemala was totally an 
anthropological experience, getting myself 
more involved in others people's lives and 
cultures, philosophies and ideologies. 

On a hot day, we finally made it to Chiapas 
latter two weeks of gonzando Mexico (digging 
Mexico). I got hooked up with a Human Rights 
Association thanks to a friend from the bay 
and become a Legal Observer (Human Rights 
Observer). 

I was sent to one of the 5 Caracoles to 
watch and help them. At that time the trip 
wasn’t an adventure anymore, it wasn’t even my 
trip, it’d become a “time-to-learn-more” about 
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everyday lire. My roll there was to watch fpr 

any military movement, any soldiers coming by 
or any problems. Luckily, where I was, 
everything was so organized that shit like 
before (paramilitaries killing Chiapanecos) 
wasn’t happening anymore. There were no 
problems or political actions going on, but 
what I got to see, feel and learn was beautiful 
— it was a dream chased and come true, an 
Autonomous Community, a DIY life. 

In the Caracol, that’s the government 
center, they all socialize. A Caracol is the 
Government Center or Yard of 7 municipios 
and each municipio has 30 or so towns. To make 
a law or decide something, they use TRUE 
DEMOCRACY. People get in touch in the 
towns, then they all talk to the town’s 
representatives (then they all talk), they pass 
it on to the municipios, they all talk between 
themselves again, and finally pass it on to El 
Caracol. That’s how it works, all together, no 
exception at all — “AQUI EL PUEBLO 
DECIDE Y EL GOBIERNO OBEDECE- HERE 
THE PEOPLE DECIDE AND THE 
GOVERNMENT OBEYS.” 

I got to see a dream that most of my 
generation and lots of other creatures dream 
of, a true community, a self-sufficient home, a 
world without oppression. They have 
everything, and they use almost everything, 
DIY style. 

They have a school for Zapatistas, 
workshops on education, health, and natural 
herbs, learn to make your own boots, toilets or 
houses. They all help each other, work 
together, men, women and children, to keep 
their dream of freedom true. We have to 
realize that it took them days of war to get to 
this point. Therefore, after living all of this I 
wonder is this what it takes to be free? Is that 



what we want, days of war? 

I was so near to Guatemala’s Highlands that 
the idea of going there became really tempting 
and after Chiapas, my beautiful lover warrior 
friend and I kept rolling down south to 
Guatemala. 

Guatemala has been screwed for 40 years, 
40 years of war, 40 years of fear and 
Government lies, 40 years of indigenous 
murders — years that will always be in their 
hearts and eyes, because they'll never forget. 
It doesn’t change, they go out to the-.street 
and see those who killed their people. How can 
they forget then? 

My friend and I wanted to do some work with 
the community, so we connected with some non¬ 
profit association who also gave us shelter — 
at the end we got more than shelter. 

It was the Union of Family Farmers (they 
work their land for themselves and not for big 
companies). It was about promoting 
Development in the Highlands, plus Education 
and more teachings. At the beginning I didn’t 
want to be there, I felt that all the talking 
about progress was bullshit. Who was I to go 
up there and tell them what to do? But the 
program on Women and Development caught 
my attention. 

My friend went to another community to 
hang out in the coffee fields. There I was, 
going to a community, somewhere high up in the 
mountains for 3 weeks — and all I have to say is 
that those 3 weeks seriously changed my life. I 
was there to help them and learn from them. 

Everyday I got to hike from one community 
to another, walking around through oaks, 
madronas, aloes, fireflies and more beautiful 
Mother Earth beauty, hanging out with the 
women’s group and the men and women who got 
to wo rk the land. With the association’s staff 
Continued on page 15 
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Roll over E-Ville 


Call to Action: cyclone vs. sprawl 


By P. Wingnut 

Early spring can be one of (be best 
seasons in the East Bay. In February, 
the flowers start blooming everywhere 
and a thick scent of jasmine and plum 
blossoms hang over the city. It was just 
such a day that I decided to take a little 
bike ride down to the shore of the bay 
where a new bike path runs along the 
water. Everything was great — I was 
biking along feeling the sun warm on my 
skin, feeling the road roll under my 
feet. 

At the end of the bike path, I got 
dumped out in Emeryville. Emeryville is 
a tiny little city right on the water 
wedged between Berkeley and Oakland. 
It only has about 20,000 residents and 
most of it stands in the shadows of 
Interstate-80, a 10 lane freeway that 
leads to the Bay Bridge and San 
Francisco. Emeryville was once a heavy 
industrial town dependent on access to 
the main railroad line and the port of 
Oakland. 

Over the past dozen years, as 
manufacturing in the US has been 
replaced with retail and service jobs, 
developers have turned Emeryville into 
what can only be called an urban 
nightmare. The factories were torn 
down and replaced with a massive 
series of malls, retail outlet stores, 
parking lots and sprawl. Emeryville 
embodies everything that is wrong 
about our “culture” here in the U$A — 
consumerism on a mass scale, horribly 
designed and constructed mass 
produced box architecture and a life 
style totally out of balance with the 
earth. Although Emeryville is on one of 
the most beautiful water fronts in the 
world — with sweeping views of the 
Golden Gate Bridge and Mount 
Tamalpais — being in Emeryville you 
only experience concrete, exhaust, mass 
produced products and ugliness. 

The whole city is totally dependent 
on auto transportation to the point 
that attempting to move through 
sections of Emeryville by foot on bike js 
dangerous and almost impossible. The 
parking lots are so vast, you practically 
need a car to get from your parking 
space to whichever big boxy store 
you’re trying to get to. Most of the 
people who shop at all the stores drive 


circuitous.route through town on which 
I saw almost the whole freeway 
business district. I realized to my shock 
and horror that even in the few months 
since I was last there, tons of new 
stores have gone up — all of them 
chains, none of them with any socially 
redeeming value. 

Basically, the whole city was just a 
girdlocked traffic mess. I felt 
impressed at the depth of suffering 
people are willing to endure — trapped 
in their cars on a hot day, exhaust 
clogging the air — just to buy some 
bullshit at Ikea, Trader Joe’s, Barnes & 
Noble, Ann Taylor, Abercrombie and 
Fitch, Talbots, Bath & Body, Pottery 
Barn, Old Navy, Ross, etc. 

So here’s my idea — it’s time to 
protest E-Ville and all the consumerism, 
car-dependency and environmental 
irresponsibility it represents. 
Emeryville’s Achilles heel is 
transportation. On a good day it barely 
works. A tiny additional disruption 
could shut down the whole sorry mess 
hitting the corporate merchants in the 
only way they understand. 

Once a month, Berkeley has a very 
polite, diverse and non-confrontational 
critical mass bike ride. It’s at night. 
Given its social breadth, it lacks the 
consensus necessary to put itself in the 
position of tying up traffic and causing 
a confrontation. In fact, I don’t want i* 
to — critical mass is a great chance 
once a month to have a mellow ride, 
meet new people, be safe, and have fun. 

So there should be another critical 
mass-type ride with a different name 
(“Bike Justice?” - “Cycle Force?” - 
“Cyclone of Doom?”), which happens 
during the day — maybe sometimes on 
the weekend and sometimes during rush 
hour (not after rush hour). This new 
ride would seek out places and 
situations where the current car- 
dependent transport system is already 
broken and overloaded — teetering on 
the brink of collapse. And by riding 
legally in those places and at those 
times, the ride would trigger that 
collapse. 

Such a ride would result in a 
blockade, except that it would do so by 
moving legally rather than by stopping. 
The fact that bikes would be able to 
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Use your extra day to 
smash capitalism, 
patriarchy and the State! 


Glitter 


By P. Wingnut 

150 people rampaged through downtown 
Berkeley targeting banks and chainstores with 
foam rubber bricks, glitter and popcorn 
during the second quadrennial Leap Day Action 
Night, February 29, 2004. The leap day action 
once again served as a laboratory for research 
into new forms of disruption while getting 
folks into the streets to target the local 
expressions of the global capitalist monster. 
Apparently, the idea of “using your extra day 
to smash capitalism, patriarchy and the state” 
has a powerful and strange appeal. The action 
went off action without the usual need to react 
against the latest outrage or focus on a simple, 
single issue or single representative of the 
power structure. 

Leap day in Berkeley was free flowing, 
spontaneous and broad in its critique of social 



Newcastle, 
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people who shop at all the stores drive 
there on the freeway, park, shop, and 
jump back on the freeway. 

As you can tell, I fucking hate 
Emeryville. Lots of folks call it “E-ville.” 
I’ve always wondered how a place which 
resembles the worst aspects of Los 
Angeles could exist right next to 
Berkeley and Oakland, which are both 
beautiful and ecologically aware cities. 
Emeryville has never met a consumer 
product, a new paved section of 
ground, an ugly building, or a car it 
doesn’t like. 

Anyway, so my bike ride ended in 
Emeryville and since it was a shorter 
distance home to go through it rather 
than go back the way I came, I decided 
to bike the half a mile through 
Emeryville. “How bad could it be” I 
asked myself. 

Passing under 1-80, my first 
obstacle was the off-ramp. Even 
though it was just a normal day (not X- 
mas, etc.), the cars were backed up on 
the off-ramp onto 1-80. I couldn’t see 
how far, but pretty damn far. As I 
proceeded through town, the back-up 
from the freeway extended to every 
street. 

I decided that making left turns on 
my bike would be suicide, so I was 
forced to take a ridiculous and 


The fact that bikes would be able to 
move while car traffic ground to a halt 
would allow the action to proceed 
(hopefully) without arrest, as well as 
sending a subtle message about 
alternatives — you don’t have to live 
your life in a car, and you’ll only keep 
moving on a bike. 

E-ville is a perfect target for this 
type of action. It's only a few minutes 
ride from Oakland and Berkeley 
locations, it’s flat, and it’s compact. 
Since it’s a tiny town, there are usually 
only 4 or 5 police on duty at any time. 
And aside from logistics, E-ville 
deserves to be disrupted. Shutting 
down E-ville strikes against 
corporations, consumerism, 
concentration, environmental 
degradation, and just plain conformity, 
boringness, ugliness, and beige. Our 
lives are, more precious than the 
mediocre shit E-ville has to offer. 

If you like this idea, drop by the East 
Bay Critical Mass bike ride in May or 
June to talk it over. The ride starts 
every second Friday of the month at 6 
p.m. at the Berkeley BART station 
(May 14 or June 11). I would love to 
organize such a ride on Buy Nothing 
Day, the day after Thanksgiving and 
traditionally the busiest shopping day 
of the year. 


Lake Merritt: An 
Unnatural history 


Natural history, n. the study of organisms and natural objects, esp. with reference 
to their history and native environment. 

Lake Merritt, n. an artificial lake located in downtown Oakland, California. 

By A. Bunny 

No this cannot possibly be a NATURAL history of a concrete basin in the middle 
of the city of Oakland. It better be an unnatural history of a very special place. All 
the styles and ways of Oakland happen in and around Lake Merritt — both natural 
and human — including herons and suckle backs along with more than 50 human 
languages. It is truly an urban lake, and certainly has it’s problems, like all places 
urban, and today, maybe like all lakes. But it serves Oakland well and is deserving of 
some attention. 

I have been getting to know the lake better by volunteering to pull the trash out 
of it. Before I started I expected that I would be with others and we would all 
grumble about how fucked up people are in Oakland for littering. §ut that is not 
what I found. Instead there is a glee and wonderment — what will come up in the net 
this time? 

There is almost a poetry between the action of the net pulling paper and plastic 

Continued on page 15 


On Leap Day, people in Newcastle [UK] 
decided to have a day for something different. 
A day that challenged the cynicism, resignation 
and isolation that supports the status quo. A 
day for acting out the world we wanted to live 
in, not the one that suits those in power. 

It was an open idea, left to people to 
interpret in their own way. This means that I 
don’t know about everything that happened, 
and it also means that people got involved who 
don’t normally come along to standard 
protest-y things. 

We advertised the idea in ‘Act Locally’, the 
radical newsletter that serves the North East 
(subscribe by sending stamps to PO Box 1TA, 
NE99 1TA UK). Then we agreed that all of us 
would design leaflets and flyposters - a whole 
diversity of styles, from the political to the 
personal to the just plain weird. After one 
meeting we split into three groups (East 
Newcastle, West Newcastle, and random 
travelers), and covered as much of the city as 
we could. 

One group designed a full-scale billboard 
and pasted it up on one of the main routes into 
Newcastle. It stayed for several days, right 
where the buses stop at the traffic lights. 

We declared the 29th of February ‘Chat to 
Someone at a Bus-stop Day!’ and somebody 
put up phony stagecoach signs saying that bus 
travel was free if you could prove you’d been 
chatting at the bus stop. 

We decided to do a free paper, which we 
printed on a silkscreen press. Everyone was 
invited to submit things, and in the end these 
included: - poems - a map of Newcastle with 
labels saying where riots, squats, victories and 
defeats had taken place through history - a 
dyslexics crossword to express what it feels 
like to read stuff as a dyslexic - another, 
politically tilted crossword - an introduction 
to the idea of ‘yo mango’ - plus artwork and 
examples of all the little ways we can take more 
control over our life. 

We distributed these on the day, with a 
‘paper-seller’ shouting ‘Free Paper’ above a 
big sign. They all went pretty quickly! 

We also did a Free Shop at Haymarket, 
watched suspiciously by a scientologist swing- 
band. 

The first thing to go was a homer simpson 
clock, to 2 likely lads. Then 32 spider plants, 
scones, posters, bath stuff, scales. It was just 
junk to the people who gave it away, but the 
shop was really popular. The sign said ‘NOT 
FOR SALE - NO PRICES - NO PROMOTION - 
NO MAILING LISTS - NO RELIGIOUSNESS - 
NO WASTES INTO LANDFILL’ When we were 
packing up the tables and the final few bits, 
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Use your extra day to 
smash capitalism, 
patriarchy and the State! 


Leap Day A 


Glitter flies in Berkele, 


150 people rampaged through downtown 
Berkeley targeting banks and chainstores with 
foam rubber bricks, glitter and popcorn 
during the second quadrennial Leap Day Action 
Night, February 29, 2004. The leap day action 
once again served as a laboratory for research 
into new forms of disruption while getting 
folks into the streets to target the local 
expressions of the global capitalist monster. 
Apparently, the idea of “using your extra day 
to smash capitalism, patriarchy and the state" 
has a powerful and strange appeal. The action 
went off action without the usual need to react 
against the latest outrage or focus on a simple, 
single issue or single representative of the 
power structure. 

Leap day in Berkeley was free flowing, 
spontaneous and broad in its critique of social 


institutions. The protest was determined and 
militant at times, but also had a sense of humor 
and knew that we are more effective when we 
can laugh at ourselves instead of grimly taking 
ourselves so fucking seriously. 

Leap day was also an alternative to the 
increasingly standardized forms of street 
protest that have developed over the past few 
years — the repetitive national extravaganzas 
at summit meetings. As focus, energy and 
resources have shifted to big national 
protests, we’ve neglected the kinds of grass 
roots organizing, protest, and militant 
disruption that give depth and meaning to a 
mass movement. Most folks can’t take a week 
off to go to Seattle or Miami or Cancun to 
protest, so they sit at home feeling powerless, 
isolated and marginalized by “the movement.” 
The big protests privilege the young, affluent 



Newcastle, you’re Ace! 


and those with flexible schedules an 
community ties — mostly students, 
funders, “professional” activists worki 
non-profits and drifters. You don’t see a 
40-hour-a week workers, parents, < 
teachers, etc. out in the streets at big n< 
gatherings. Increasingly, radical circles 
split off from a grassroots base, fro 
community, and ultimately from reality.' 
a serious problem. 

Leap day action night was everything 
ritualized mega-confrontations are not. 
no resources, no preparation, no bureai 
structure, no airline tickets or road trip 
no mysterious movement superstars 
financial backing. There was exactl 
meeting of 6 people to brainstorm some 
a few hours gathering props, a few 
messages and a tiny number of flyei 
glossy postcards). At the event, no one 
charge — there were no communications 
plan. It was amazing to see tactics more 
with our goals. Small, decentralized an 
was beautiful. 

What happened? 

As folks gathered in the dark that S 
night, the sense of mystery mixei 
expectation was palpable — what 
happen?!? .The customary black flags 
passed out, but also pieces of cut up 
couch cushions and Styrofoam bricks p 
bright red. A day of action flyer prod 
“We’re NOT calling for a consumer b 
This is about taking Direct Action ir 
Defense!” had a map of downtown B( 
with the locations of 29 chainstores, ban 
fast-food restaurants marked. Sot 
handed out little envelops of glitter with 
messages like “more glitter, less goven 
written on the envelopes. 

The original plan discussed at the me 
week before was to march to the n 
Safeway store to support the g 
workers’ strike in Southern California, 
days before leap day, the union had ann< 
a settlement, so the focused mard 
scrapped and replaced by no plan - 
march around and cause trouble to 
corporations which deserve it most. 

Strangely, there were no police aroi 
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Strangely, there were no 
the large and black-clad 
BART subway plaza. Soon 
crowd marched into the str 
north. The closest target on 
Bank of America, but since 
busses stopped in front < 
proceeded to Domino’s pizz 
workers looked surprised as 
out of nowhere and started 
funny looking bricks at the pl< 
... which bounced harmles 
their target. The front door 
the crowd demanded that thi 
its doors. The CEO of the ' 
has contributed handsome 
causes, including fundir 
activities. When the Dominos 
shut for the night, a rag ta 
(trombone, baritone horn 


There were no police until 
the parade got escorted t 
cars. There were no arrests. 
6 pm the police shut down 
park when the parade got cl( 
the people who got kicked o 
the reason the cops were i 
park, they agreed that this 
action by the cops. Pirates: 
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In New York City, a pirat 
day started at St. Mark's c 
50 pirates and went throug 
side back to St. Mark's chur 
“What do we want? Booty!' 
it? Now!” and “Hey hey, ho f 
has got to go!” 




On Leap Day, people in Newcastle [UK] 
decided to have a day for something different. 
A day that challenged the cynicism, resignation 
and isolation that supports the status quo. A 
day for acting out the world we wanted to live 
in, not the one that suits those in power. 

It was an open idea, left to people to 
interpret in their own way. This means that I 
don't know about everything that happened, 
and it also means that people got involved who 
don’t normally come along to standard 
protest-y things. 

We advertised the idea in ‘Act Locally’, the 
radical newsletter that serves the North East 
(subscribe by sending stamps to PO Box 1TA, 
NE99 1TA UK). Then we agreed that all of us 
would design leaflets and flyposters - a whole 
diversity of styles, from the political to the 
personal to the just plain weird. After one 
meeting we split into three groups (East 
Newcastle, West Newcastle, and random 
travelers), and covered as much of the city as 
we could. 

One group designed a full-scale billboard 
and pasted it up on one of the main routes into 
Newcastle. It stayed for several days, right 
where the buses stop at the traffic lights. 

We declared the 29th of February ‘Chat to 
Someone at a Bus-stop Day!’ and somebody 
put up phony stagecoach signs saying that bus 
travel was free if you could prove you’d been 
chatting at the bus stop. 

We decided to do a free paper, which we 
printed on a silkscreen press. Everyone was 
invited to submit things, and in the end these 
included: - poems - a map of Newcastle with 
labels saying where riots, squats, victories and 
defeats had taken place through history - a 
dyslexics crossword to express what it feels 
like to read stuff as a dyslexic - another, 
politically tilted crossword - an introduction 
to the idea of ‘yo mango’ - plus artwork and 
examples of all the little ways we can take more 
control over our life. 

We distributed these on the day, with a 
‘paper-seller’ shouting ‘Free Paper’ above a 
big sign. They all went pretty quickly! 

We also did a Free Shop at Haymarket, 
watched suspiciously by a scientologist swing- 
band. 

The first thing to go was a homer simpson 
clock, to 2 likely lads. Then 32 spider plants, 
scones, posters, bath stuff, scales. It was just 
junk to the people who gave it away, but the 
shop was really popular. The sign said ‘NOT 
FOR SALE - NO PRICES - NO PROMOTION - 
NO MAILING LISTS - NO RELIGIOUSNESS - 
NO WASTES INTO LANDFILL’ When we were 
packing up the tables and the final few bits, 


some youngsters came along and cleared us out 
of everything that was left! We had great 
responses, with people telling us it had made 
their day. One Scottish fella came along, put a 
fiver on the table and said ‘there, have a free 
fiver!’ and walked merrily along! 

Individually people also went round town 
putting arrows directing people to where 
CCTV cameras were. We put stickers on 
various subjects including ones on the metro 
system, which is full of signs saying ‘only 
LOSERS don’t buy a ticket' — the leapday 
stickers therefore saying ‘You’re not a loser, 
you’re ace. Don’t let them put you down.’ We 
made chalk drawings and put up bits of tape 
covering up words or letters to change the 
meaning of signs. 

Two cinema buffs restored the old billboard 
of a derelict cinema with a stencil design. In the 
Arthurs Hill area of town, somebody flyposted 
signs with positive messages, saying ‘This area 
is ace. Why not take the day to celebrate it, 
and celebrate yourselves.' etc. 

Then in the afternoon we met up again for a 
‘mass leapfrog’. We met at the chlorine-soaked 
‘pond’ in Eldon square shopping centre. A 
place dedicated to buying things, and where 
the security guards told us nothing else was 
allowed. We started leapfrogging, and got 
several chains of people hopping around the 
place. When we got out a parachute for a 
‘parachute game’, however, the bamboozled 
security guards turned up and we had 
something of a chat about the nature of public- 
private space. Enjoying yourself without 
spending money is certainly not allowed. When 
we left, a little boy of maybe 4 years old was 
left hopping around on his own, imitating our 
leapfrog. 

It’s hard to sum up the day in a report, but 
here’s some of the things said around leapday: 

A young lad said to people putting up a 
billboard: “here mister, are you sure you’re 
meant to be doing that. You’re not doing a very 
good job of it!” They said “Well we told the 
boss it wouldn’t go up in this blizzard but he 
said it had to go up in time for leapday.” 

Two people from “Stop the War” said “We 
saw posters about leapfrogging, is that 
anything to do with you?” They had got up at 6 
in the morning to goto a meeting in London but 
saw the snow outside and gave it up to go 
sledging. 

Two old ladies at a bus stop were overheard 
saying “Ooh, free travel, it says free travel on 
the bus tomorrow.” 

As we came out of a gig a young lad said 
“Are you the ones who. are doing leapday, I’m 
going to bake a cake for it!” 
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and those with flexible schedules and few 
community ties — mostly students, trust- 
funders, “professional” activists working for 
non-profits and drifters. You don’t see a lot of 
40-hour-a week workers, parents, school 
teachers, etc. out in the streets at big national 
gatherings. Increasingly, radical circles have 
split off from a grassroots base, from the 
community, and ultimately from reality. This is 
a serious problem. 

Leap day action night was everything these 
ritualized mega-confrontations are not. It took 
no resources, no preparation, no bureaucratic 
structure, no airline tickets or road trips and 
no mysterious movement superstars with 
financial backing. There was exactly one 
meeting of 6 people to brainstorm some ideas, 
a few hours gathering props, a few email 
messages and a tiny number of flyers (not 
glossy postcards). At the event, no one was in 
charge — there were no communications and no 
plan. It was amazing to see tactics more in line 
with our goals. Small, decentralized and local 
was beautiful. 

What happened? 

As folks gathered in the dark that Sunday 
night, the sense of mystery mixed with 
expectation was palpable — what would 
happen?!? ,The customary black flags were 
passed out, but also pieces of cut up foam 
couch cushions and Styrofoam bricks painted 
bright red. A day of action flyer proclaiming 
“We’re NOT calling for a consumer boycott!. 
This is about taking Direct Action in Self- 
Defense!” had a map of downtown Berkeley 
with the locations of 29 chainstores, banks and 
fast-food restaurants' marked. Someone 
handed out little envelops of glitter with funny 
messages like “more glitter, less government” 
written on the envelopes. 

The original plan discussed at the meeting a 
week before was to march to the nearest 
Safeway store to support the grocery 
workers’ strike in Southern California. But 2 
days before leap day, the union had announced 
a settlement, so the focused march was 
scrapped and replaced by no plan — just 
march around and cause trouble to those 
corporations which deserve it most. 

Strangely, there were no police around as 
the lame and hlank-nlari nrnwri filled the 


occupied the lobby. “Hey, the acoustics are 
pretty good in here! 1 ’ 

Next, the march headed to McDonalds and 
the Citibank store across the street, blocking 
University Ave., a major Berkeley street. 
Again, foam flew, and then the crowd moved on 
to one of the 2 Starbucks outlets within a 2 
block area in downtown Berkeley. 

At Starbucks, an attempt to cover the 
store with used coffee grounds failed - they 
had solidified into an uninspiring mass that lay 
lifeless on the sidewalk. But people managed to 
tie the doors shut with yarn, pelt the windows 
with foam, and spread glitter and chaos in 
every direction. A few passers-by were 
supportive and joined in. 


Across the street, the Eddie Bauer outlet 



was having a going out of business sale. At the 
last leap day in 2000, the crowd had rampaged 
through the Eddie Bauer store inspired by the 
fresh memory of the mom and pop ice cream 
store the chain had just displaced. Now, in only 
4 short years, the store was going out of 
business leaving another vacant storefront. A 
huge “CLOSING” sign hung above the locked 
door. 

Tiny light bulbs were visible over numerous 
heads in the crowd as knives came out, cutting 
the ‘CLOSING” sign down. The sign was 
turned into a 4 lane wide banner at the head of 
the march. Just then, the Twisted Sister song 
“We’re Not Gonna Take If came on one of the 
two bike propelled sound systems in the march, 
and the mood turned electric, From then on, we 
marched behind the “CLOSING” sign from 
business to business, demanding that they too 
close up shop. 

On the second pass by the Bank of America, 
people hurled the stale popcorn from the Food 
Not Bombs cart at the mega-bank. The B of A 
together with Citicorp are working with the 
US occupation in Iraq to set up a foreign 
controlled banking system. Fuck that — have a 
foam b rick and som e p opc orn and glitter, pigs! 

At the second downtown Starbucks 
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When we got out a parachute for a 
hute game’, however, the bamboozled 
ty guards turned up and we had 
ting of a chat about the nature of public- 
3 space. Enjoying yourself without 
ng money is certainly not allowed. When 
a little boy of maybe 4 years old was 
pping around on his own, imitating our 
> 9 - 

lard to sum up the day in a report, but 
some of the things said around leapday: 
Dung lad said to people putting up a 
rd: “here mister, are you sure you’re 
to be doing that. You’re not doing a very 
ob of it!” They said “Well we told the 
! wouldn’t go up in this blizzard but he 
had to go up in time for leapday.” 
people from “Stop the War” said “We 
losters about leapfrogging, is that 
ig to do with you?” They had got up at 6 
norning to goto a meeting in London but 
le snow outside and gave it up to go 
ifl- 

old ladies at a bus stop were overheard 
“Ooh, free travel, it says free travel on 
s tomorrow.” 

ve came out of a gig a young lad said 
)u the ones who. are doing leapday, I’m 
o bake a cake for it!” 
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Strangely, there were no police around- as- 
the large and black-clad crowd filled the 
BART subway plaza. Soon after 6 p.m„ the 
crowd marched into the streets and headed 
north. The closest target on the map was the 
Bank of America, but since there were two 
busses stopped in front of it, the march 
proceeded to Domino’s pizza. The Domino’s 
workers looked surprised as the crowd came 
out of nowhere and started hurling dozens of 
funny looking bricks at the plate glass windows 
. . . which bounced harmlessly when they hit 
their target. The front door was glittered and 
the crowd demanded that the restaurant close 
its doors. The CEO of the 7,000 store chain 
has contributed handsomely to right-wing 
causes, including funding anti-abortion 
activities. When the Dominos employees didn't 
shut for the night, a rag tag marching band 
(trombone, baritone horn and accordion) 


Pirates 
Plunder 
New York 



In New York City, a pirate parade on Leap 
day started at St. Mark's church with about 
50 pirates and went through the Lower East 
side back to St. Mark's church. Folks chanted 
“What do we want? Booty! When do we want 
it? Now!” and “Hey hey, ho ho, The royal navy 
has got to go!” 

There were no police until Houston St., then 
the parade got escorted by several police 
cars. There were no arrests. Some time around 
6 pm the police shut down Tompkins Square 
park when the parade got close to the park. As 
the people who got kicked out of the park saw 
the reason the cops were shutting down the 
park, they agreed that this was a really silly 
action by the cops. Pirates: 1, NYPD: 0. 


fo a m bric k an d some popcor n and glit ter, p igs! 

At the second downtown Starbucks 
location, the march used a pretty red bow to 
tie the doors shut, and then used outdoor cafe 
tables and chairs to barricade the customers 
in, just in case. At a nearby Shell station, the 
crowd decorated the gas pumps with 
cardboard flame cut-outs while decrying 
Shell’s role as the 31st largest military 
contractor. Later on Telegraph Avenue, the 
crowd was marching north when the police 
blocked the way south. Incensed, the mob made 
a U-turn and marched between the cop cars 
white they impotently ordered us to stay back. 
After a long march South into residential 
areas, the march turned down the street on 
which the Mayor’s house sits. No one could 
remember quite which house it was, so we 
demanded on the bullhorn that the neighbors 
bring out the mayor for a discussion on 
corporate control of Berkeley. When he didn’t 
emerge (it was Sunday night after all) the 
crowd proceeded back to downtown Berkeley, 
stopping along the way to fill the “video 
return” slot of Blockbuster with glitter and 
popcorn. 

Throughout it all, no windows were broken 
— but it was because the crowd decided that 
was how it should be. The police took a 
ridiculously long time to show up, and even 
when they did, they lacked sufficient numbers 
to really do anything. Even without any 
property destruction, the message of leap day 
was clear — Berkeley belongs to the people, 
not corporations. There shall be no business as 
usual while the earth is destroyed and the 
people are enslaved. Chainstores: we will fight 
you. Today Berkeley, tomorrow, everywhere 
else! Leap for it! 


Houston 

Ho-down! 


In spite of intermittent thunderstorms 
throughout the day, people gathered in Lamar 
Park in Montrose to celebrate their free day. 
Temporary shelters were constructed, various 
arts and crafts projects manifested and free 
veggie food was enjoyed. A few people met in 
the park in the afternoon and then when the 
rain refused to let up, the party moved to a 
neighboring house. Later it reconvened at 
Amy's ice cream, the launching spot for a bike 
ride back to the park where guerrilla 
gardeners planting a beautiful garden of 
veggies and flowers. Free food and beverages 
soon re-appeared and people continued to 
arrive. Party in the park — a leap of dreams. 
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The older I get, the more down I get on 
religion,” my father told me when I asked him if 
he is excited about being Jewish. I asked him 
why and he said, “More harm has been done in 
the name of organized religion than anything 


In most anti-authoritarian theories and 
practices people stress the importance of not 
compromising when encountering domination. 
Yet Judaism is the original monotheistic 
religion, complete with the image of a power- 
hungry Lord, who establishes His dominance 
through a holy war against non-believers. The 
prophet Elijah was a very powerful dude who 
faced off against 450 pagans in a biblical 
sporting event on Mount Carmel and won 
(Kings 18). He won the competition and 
ordered all of the pagans killed. After that, 
the people of Israel accepted the God of 
Abraham as the Almighty Hot Shit. 

Elijah is more than a historical footnote. 
Jews still celebrate the prophet. During the 


to discourage criticism of Israel. As a student 
at the University of Michigan I watched in 
sadness as Jews pressured the University to 
pull funding that had been promised for a 
lecture by Noam Chomsky because he dared to 
question Israel’s policies. In the 1950’s 
prominent writer Hannah Arendt had been 
excommunicated from the Jewish community 
for her radical notions. 

Likewise, in my own family, I recall long 
discussions at holiday gatherings about 
political subjects such as the Intifada. One 
time, my dad turned to me and commented that 
I was being awfully quiet. I said that I didn’t 
want to get involved in a debate, but family 
members urged me to speak up, insisting that 
all views are welcome. Then, when I started to 
share anarchist notions of a no-state solution I 
was drowned out by many voices telling me how 
unrealistic the ideas were. So much for 
openness. 

Progressive Jews tend to look back on the 
biblical era as unrelated to our present 
conditions. For them the only time the past 
does relate to our lives is when it perpetuates 
the idea of the oppressed, righteous Jew 
surviving against great adversity through 
determination and the help of the Lord. What 
kind of God has chosen us to be on his side? 
Surely a just one who acts in mysterious ways, 
we are told. But the Old Testament documents 
a God who is violent and vengeful, at times a 
sadist who prolongs the agony of his enemies 
while favoring his chosen people. The book of 
Exodus, for example, tells the tale of the 
plagues delivered upon the Egyptians by God 
in His efforts to pressure the Pharaoh to free 
the Jewish slaves. After suffering seven 
plagues the Pharaoh capitulated, but “the 
Lord hardened the heart of Pharaoh” and 
continued inflicting plagues. (The lessons could 
lead some righteous modern-day President to 
drop nuclear bombs on defeated enemies.) 

In recent years I have enjoyed exploring such 
themes on stage, and friends and I have 
written numerous satirical pieces about 
religion. In one I play Rachel Bagelbaum, a 
hyperactive fundraising Zionist who goes door 
to door on Passover to raise money for the 
state of Israel (insisting that $3 billion a year 


lines. I wonder: what does it mean to base a j 
heritage and politic on blood lines, to create a 
club accessible to people primarily through 
biological determinism? Historically blood runs 
through family feuds, tribal rivalries and I 
nationalistic wars up to the present day 
efforts to build walls dividing peoples (I am 
hoping that Pink Floyd takes the opportunity 
to go to Israel/Palestine and perform The Wall 
there). When I think about the feminist 
reclaiming of Judaism, I can’t help but 
remember the last time I went to a synagogue I 
(for my mother’s Bat Mitzvah in 1987) when 
the English translation of the service explained 
that a man should be slapped on the wrist if he 
covets thy neighbor, and a woman shall have her 
hand chopped off for the same offense. 

Organized religion successfully uses the i 
fear of authority (God) to manipulate! 
populations. The Jewish brand of crowd i 
manipulation of neuroses is that of guilt for 
your sins and digressions. That is one of the 
functions of the holiday called Yom Kippur, 
where you can spend the whole day fasting in 
temple atoning for the previous year’s sins and 
then get together with family and friends to j 
break the fast and stuff your body with food. 

In Hebrew School they showed us I 
documentary footage of Nazi concentration 
camps and insisted we “never again” let 
something like the holocaust happen (thp 
historical record is much more horrifying than! 
the Hollywood representations—no matter! 
how genuine and realistic—which have proven! 
to be such commercial successes). II 
interpreted this lesson to oppose domination! 
of humans by any authority. When I changed my j 
name to MaxZine I purposefully kept my obvious 
Jewish last name of Weinstein to counter the! 
trend of so many Jews in this country who! 
changed their name to be closeted about their 
identity. I encountered anti-Jewishness from a| 
young age and still hear incorrect stereotypes! 
about Jews. 

I asked a friend how she felt about being a 
Jew and she answered, “I’m glad to be a Jew. 
Jews are oppressed people and I’m glad to be 
less of the oppressor”. In short, she said this 
historical legacy is something she has! 
consciously chosen to not turn her back on and! 
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“The older I get, the more down I get on 
religion, ” my father told me when I asked him if 
he is excited about being Jewish. I asked him 
why and he said, “More harm has been done in 
the name of organized religion than anything 
else." 


Growing up in a very Jewish family I never 
expected to hear this from my father, who 
himself was raised in an orthodox family. My 
family was very serious about its Judaism. My 
brothers and I were required to attend five 
years of Hebrew school (three times a week 
for two hours) in addition to regular public 
school. When we complained and asked why we 
were subjected to so much boring religion our 
parents told us we had to learn about our 
heritage and position in the world as survivors 
in the face of anti-Semitic hatred and 
brutality—it was in our blood. They told me I 
could choose whether or not to continue going 
to Hebrew School after being Bar Mitzvahed 
(the Jewish ceremony at age thirteen, in which 
a boy becomes a man, or some queer variant of 
an “adult”). 

I kicked the habit pretty quickly as I 
discovered pot culture and radical politics. I 
began to look back upon Hebrew School as a 
form of intolerant indoctrination, whose goal 
was to socialize hordes of true believers to 
accept the one God who picked us to be The 
Chosen People, hell-bent on self-determination 
and intent on getting tough with anyone who 
fucked with our nationalistic aspirations. I 
grew further disenchanted with religion and 
identifying with Judaism. I developed affinities 


In most anti-authoritarian theories and 
practices people stress the importance of not 
compromising when encountering domination. 
Yet Judaism is the original monotheistic 
religion, complete with the image of a power- 
hungry Lord, who establishes His dominance 
through a holy war against non-believers. The 
prophet Elijah was a very powerful dude who 
faced off against 450 pagans in a biblical 
sporting event on Mount Carmel and won 
(Kings 18). He won the competition and 
ordered all of the pagans killed. After that, 
the people of Israel accepted the God of 
Abraham as the Almighty Hot Shit. 

Elijah is more than a historical footnote. 
Jews still celebrate the prophet. During the 
Passover holiday we pour a glass of 
Manischewitz wine for him and open the door to 
welcome his return, which will mark a new era 
of peace on earth and happiness under the 
Jewish God. The moral of the story is that 
good people will be happier when a mass 
murderer comes to our homes to get drunk on 
super-sweet wine, because our place as the 
chosen people was foretold in The Old 



the idea of the oppressed, righteous Jew 
surviving against great adversity through 
determination and the help of the Lord. What 
kind of God has chosen us to be on his side? 
Surely a just one who acts in mysterious ways, 
we are told. But the Old Testament documents 
a God who is violent and vengeful, at times a 
sadist who prolongs the agony of his enemies 
while favoring his chosen people. The book of 
Exodus, for example, tells the tale of the 
plagues delivered upon the Egyptians by God 
in His efforts to pressure the Pharaoh to free 
the Jewish slaves. After suffering seven 
plagues the Pharaoh capitulated, but “the 
Lord hardened the heart of Pharaoh” and 
continued inflicting plagues. (The lessons could 
lead some righteous modern-day President to 
drop nuclear bombs on defeated enemies.) 

In recent years-l have enjoyed exploring such 
themes on stage, and friends and I have 
written numerous satirical pieces about 
religion. In one I play Rachel Bagelbaum, a 
hyperactive fundraising Zionist who goes door 
to door on Passover to raise money for the 
state of Israel (insisting that $3 billion a year 
in aid from the US government is simply not 
enough). She is a pushy woman who does not 
easily take no for an answer. She invoked 
laughter, but also dismay. One audience 
member asked me to change the character, 
insisting that I portrayed a stereotype from 
the past and that we Jews should not air our 
dirty laundry, lest it reinforce anti-Jewish 
feelings. This is one of the many responses 
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then get together with family and friends to 
break the fast and stuff your body with food. 

In Hebrew School they showed us 
documentary footage of Nazi concentration 
camps and insisted we “never again” let 
something like the holocaust happen (the 
historical record is much more horrifying than 
the Hollywood representations—no matter 
how genuine and realistic—which have proven 
to be such commercial successes), 
interpreted this lesson to oppose domination 
of humans by any authority. When I changed my 
name to MaxZine I purposefully kept my obvious 
Jewish last name of Weinstein to counter the 
trend of so many Jews in this country who 
changed their name to be closeted about their 
identity. I encountered anti-Jewishness from a 
young age and still hear incorrect stereotypes 
about Jews. 

I asked a friend how she felt about being a 
Jew and she answered, “I’m glad to be a Jew. 
Jews are oppressed people and I’m glad to be 
less of the oppressor". In short, she said this 
historical legacy is something she has 
consciously chosen to not turn her back on and 
use the liberatory lessons to elucidate anti¬ 
authoritarian viewpoints. However, I have 
trouble seeing where religious practice fits 
into the picture, no matter how they are recast 
to make them more palatable. Is it a yearning 
for genuine community that brings Jews 
together? Why not instead get together and 
enjoy fabulous food and use the time to dream 
the demise of religious authority? 

I asked my mother if she is excited to be a 
Jew. She said that she is not sure what it 
means to be Jewish and that “everyone defines 
it differently.” She then mentioned the notion 
of “survival in the face of the whole world 
being tpgether against us.” I admire the 
determination to survive. I understand the 
desire to build community in the modern world 
which features television-induced alienation 
and isolation. I just hope that there are more 
possibilities than the militarized religious 
nation-state option. 




Testament. used to discourage Jewish detractors. 

I somehow didn’t learn about Elijah’s It is certainly true that Jews have good 
genocidal history in Hebrew School (but was reason to be weary of potential anti- 
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himself was raised in an orthodox family. My 
family was very serious about its Judaism. My 
brothers and I were required to attend five 
years of Hebrew school (three times a week 
for two hours) in addition to regular public 
school. When we complained and asked why we 
were subjected to so much boring religion our 
parents told us we had to learn about our 
heritage and position in the world as survivors 
in the face of anti-Semitic hatred and 
brutality—it was in our blood. They told me I 
could choose whether or not to continue going 
to Hebrew School after being Bar Mitzvahed 
(the Jewish ceremony at age thirteen, in which 
a boy becomes a man, or some queer variant of 
an “adult”). 

I kicked the habit pretty quickly as I 
discovered pot culture and radical politics. I 
began to look back upon Hebrew School as a 
form of intolerant indoctrination, whose goal 
was to socialize hordes of true believers to 
accept the one God who picked us to be The 
Chosen People, hell-bent on self-determination 
and intent on getting tough with anyone who 
fucked with our nationalistic aspirations. I 
grew further disenchanted with religion and 
identifying with Judaism. I developed affinities 
with friends in anarchist communities which 
rejected religion, hierarchy and domination by 
deities and mortals. It seems simple and this 
could be the end of the story, but... 

A couple of decades after my Bar Mitzvah I 
noticed that a lot of the radical communities I 
encountered spurned religion but made 
exceptions, especially for Judaism. Peer 
xessure is alive and well: In numerous cases 
riends have assumed that I would want to 
participate in their alternative Jewish 
religious practices because of my heritage. I 
appreciate people finding fellowship and 
solidarity in the practice of familiar rites and 
ceremonies (indeed, many Jewish celebrations I 
encounter celebrate culture—particularly 
food—but not god or religion). Still, 
contemporary, alternative Judaism tends to 
downplay the role of the Almighty Patriarch in 
avor of feminist interpretations. For example, 
Esther is a heroine whose cunning saved the 
Jews from annihilation in ancient Persia. But 
how grounded in the actual historical, 
theological reality of Judaism are those post¬ 
modern interpretations after all? 


of peace on earth and happiness under the 
Jewish God. The moral of the story is that 
good people will be happier when a mass 
murderer comes to our homes to get drunk on 
super-sweet wine, because our place as the 
chosen people was foretold in The Old 



laughter, but also dismay. One audience 
member asked me to change the character, 
insisting that I portrayed a stereotype from 
the past and that we Jews should not air our 
dirty laundry, lest it reinforce anti-Jewish 
feelings. This is one of the many responses 
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for Judaism. 



Testament. 

I somehow didn’t learn about Elijah’s 
genocidal history in Hebrew School (but was 
re-educated by my friend Nettles Schweizer, 
an Israeli dissident living in the US). In Hebrew 
School they taught us that Jews had survived 
centuries of oppression largely through the 
will of God and an emphasis on education. 
Great tales were told of Jews educating 
.themselves in secret when faced with the 
possibility of persecution if caught. The 
Rabbis insisted that they did not have all the 
answers and we would learn best if we kept 
open minds, asked questions, understood 
opposing opinions and spoke up even if we 
thought our views were unpopular. However, I 
noticed that the opposite was often true and 
some questions and opinions were more 
discouraged than others. 

Judaism tends to be not as doctrinaire and 
harsh as other organized religions. Still, as I 
got older I learned that retaliation for not 
towing the party line could be stiff and swift. 
While in high school I attended a workshop held 
by the powerful lobbying organization the 
America Israel Public Affairs Committee 
(AIPAC). They stressed ways to manipulate 
public opinion and influence politicians, and how 


used to discourage Jewish detractors. 

It is certainly true that Jews have good 
reason to be weary of potential anti- 
Jewishness. Even some radicals make ignorant 
statements tying Jews to money and power, 
and see a Zionist plot behind anything Jewish. 
For instance, I have heard a scary number of 
variations stating that all Jews are wealthy, 
which is simply untrue. Jews rightfully fear the 
thin veil of hatred prominent amongst those 
who deny the Holocaust. However, these 
examples should not lead to self-censorship 
regarding public discussion of critical issues. 

Many radical Jews search for feminist 
meaning in the religion. This includes 
emphasizing celebrations of female biblical 
heroes, or stressing how cool it is that 
Jewishness is passed on through matrilineal 



into the picture, no matter how they are recast 
to make them more palatable. Is it a yearning 
for genuine community that brings Jews 
together? Why not instead get together and 
enjoy fabulous food and use the time to dream 
the demise of religious authority? 

I asked my mother if she is excited to be a 
Jew. She said that she is not sure what it 
means to be Jewish and that “everyone defines 
it differently.” She then mentioned the notion 
of “survival in the face of the whole world 
being tpgether against us.” I admire the 
determination to survive. I understand the 
desire to build community in the modern world 
which features television-induced alienation 
and isolation. I just hope that there are more 
possibilities than the militarized religious 
nation-state option. 
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La gente de todo el continente se esta 
t /organizando para la interrupcion de la reunion 
global de la Organization Industrial 
• Biotechnologica (OIB), citada del 6 al 9 de 
" Junio en el centra Moscone, en San Fransisco. 
OIB es la organizacion biotecnologica mas 
grande del mundo. Opera al promover una 
megacorporacion de control para la comida 
humana, las provisiones y el medio ambiente. 
Los miembros y partidarios—Monsanto, Dow, 
Dupont, y la mayoria de companias geneticas y 
farmaseuticas y estan del todo— literalmente 
estan amenazando la continuation de la vida 
sobre la tierra, con su contamination, sus 
insostenibles practicas agricultures y sus 
ingeniados experimentos geneticos. 

La decisidn de la OIB de reunirse en San 
Fransisco es una soprendente oportunidad: 
^Porque la industria biotecnologica se reuniria 
voluntariamente en una comunidad de enemigos 
politicos bien organizados, con una historia de 
militantes de accion directa? Su tropiezo seria 
el incremento de la gente. 16,000 industrias, 
s representatives cientificos y oficiales 
■.* governamentales estan anticipados para la 




esperando juntar las poderosas protestas, con 
ejemplos inspirantes de alternativas positivas 
al futuro biotecnologico, controlada por una 
corporacidn. “Es tiempo de poner tanto 
energia posible en la creation de un mundo 
mejor como hemos estedo poniendo en la 
resistencia al explotador. Necesitamos 
despojar la red corporativa, ejercerj 
democracia fuera de maquinas electorales 
fundadas por corporaciones, vivir vidas 
sostenibles y crear comunidades justas y 
prosperas en medio de la corporation del 
mundo controlado!” 

Elios esperan mostrar “eco soluciones a 
' v problemas urbanos basados en la comunidad,” 
i'rbasados en la plantation de huertos, 
Lipraticando ayuda mutua y democracia directa, 
y experimentando con maneras sostenibles de/ 
y encontrar requisitos humanos. Ademas habra / 
t]j un centra de bienvenida con un jardin de ( 
’ comida, espacio para abono organico, bafieras / 
solares, sistemas de agua gris, bici-taxis, y I 
transporte bio-diesel. Estaran ensenados en, 
talleres de trabajo y charlas de discusiones. 




V animates. Estas formas de vida artificiales ya | 
tienen contaminadas a semillas y cultivos las j 
cuales se han venido sembrando por cientos de i 
anos.” 

De acuerdo con la pagina web, la convencion : 
l , incluira 150 seciones de concursantes, 1,200 j 
)expocisiones, un foro de negocios con| 
presentaciones de 200 companias y un costo de 
$1,995 para regristarse a la conferencia, 
s garantizando que solamente esas industrias 
relacionadas estar&n asistiendo, la OIB nota. 

■. que “el Area de la Bahia es el corredor del 
/ i mundo aventajando en la biociencia con 820 
companias, generando un pago de 5.8 millones 
de dolares de acuerdo a la “BayBio” pero la 
{nation no este sola! Como 4,000 companias I 
,'biotecnolo gicas globalmente esten usando 


convencion, llenando los hoteles locales de millas 
alrededor. Al decir “la pesadilla logica y 
1 segura” se entiende la vulnerabilidad de la 
Conferencia de la OIB 2004. La policia tendria 
la dificil opcion de cambiar a San Fransisco en 
un campo armado—disparando sobre las 
grandes avenidas alrededor del centra de la 
1 convenciones por dias y mandando cientos de 
policias—o dejando que los acitvist@s 
Y conviertan la reunion en un embarazoso fracaso 


B -. . »..» v v.. . „ ** biologia para crear productos que resuelvan 

acuerdo a los de “Reclama los espacios \ problemas sobre la salud y el medio ambiente.” 
publicos,”la industria biotecnologica es un v: Del 3 al 9 de junio sera nuestro chance de 
- lvll , vlv , u „„ j _ w „„__ ( excelente ejemplo de como los corporaciones i mostrar a las corporaciones y a sus politicos 

i Seran conducidos hacia la accion directa contra ^ globales estan destruyendo la democracia,! I quenosotros no queremos “soluciones” del la 
la OIB Convencion 2004. Las fechas de losamenazando nuestra salud y medio ambiente. jt ft OIB a nuestros problemas de salud y medioi 
eventos son del 3 al 9 de Junio, comezando tres. ’ Poniendo el control de nuestra comida y ^,1 ambiente. Nosotros demandamos soluciones} 

' 1 ‘ * recursos en las manos de unos pocos 8 reales que trabaien con la tierra v que sean/ 

beneficiados, dirijidos por companias. Casi sin 
devate publico, mas de 100 miliones de 
ectarias de cosechas geneticamente ingeniadas 
(Gl) son plantadas cada afio en los Estados 
Unidos. Eso es casi el 70% de las cosechas Gl 
de el mundo. En seguida cuando descarga al 


1 1 eventos son del 3 al 9 de Junio, comezando tres 
dias antes que comiense la conferencia de la 
OIB. 

^Que es la OIB? 

Acordando con la pagina web de la OIB: la 
OIB representa mas de 1,000 companias 
biotecnologicas estatales y organizaciones 
relacionadas en los 50 estados de los Estados 


acaso. \ Unidos y otras 33 naciones. Los miembros de laf me ^io ambiente, estos ‘Gl cuerpos’ no pueden 


reales que trabajen con la tierra y que sean 
controlado por la gente. En esta epoca de la j 
historia, la mejor manera de ayudar al medio J 
ambiente es dejandolo solo y reaprender a ’ 
como vivir simple y ligeramente en la tierra.' ^ 
Estar Involucrado 

Planea tu“viaje” a la ciudad ahora! Habra 
consejos de conferencia del 2 y al 31 de Mayo ^ 
























; numana, las provisiones y ei meaio amDieme. 
j\ Los miembros y partidarios—Monsanto, Dow, 
| ] Dupont, y la mayoria de companias geneticas y 
Iff farmaseuticas y estan del todo— literalmente 
flj estan amenazando la continuation de la vida 
f I sobre la tierra, con su contaminacibn, sus 
hjl insostenibles practicas agriculturales y sus 


aemocracia luera oe maqumas eieuiujaiea 
tundadas por corporaciones, vivir vidas 
sostenibles y crear comunidades justas y 
prosperas en medio de la corporacibn del 
mundo controlado!” 

Elios esperan mostrar “eco soluciones a 
t problemas urbanos basados en la comunidad,” 


I ingeniados experimentos geneticos. lJ basados en la plantacion de huertos, 

f La decision de la OIB de reunirse en San kjjpraticando ayuda mutua y democracia directa, _ 
\ Fransisco es una soprendente oportunidad: ^»y experimentando con maneras sostenibles de/ 


encontrar requisitos humanos. Ademas habra 
j un centra de bienvenida con un jardin de | 
comida, espacio para abono organico, baneras I „ 
solares, sistemas de agua gris, bici-taxis, y kacuerdo a 


i,Porque la industria biotecnologica se reuniria 
voluntariamente en una comunidad de enemigos 
!■ politicos bien organizados, con una historia de 
militantes de accion directa? Su tropiezo seria 
el incremento de la gente. 16,000 industrias, 
i 1 j representatives cientificos y oticiales 
governamentales estan anticipados para la 
! y j| convencion, llenando los hoteles locales de millas 
1 ™ alrededor. Al decir “la pesadilla logica y ^ 

segura” se entiende la vulnerabilidad de la \ dias antes que comiense la conferencia de la 
Conferencia de la OIB 2004. La policia tendria < OIB. 
la dificil opcion de cambiar a San Fransisco en Vt ^Que es la OIB? 
un campo armado—disparando sobre las Ej Acordando con la pagina web de la OIB: la 
grandes avenidas alrededor del centra de la p, OIB representa mas de 1,000 companias 
convenciones por dias y mandando cientos de j biotecnologicas estatales y organizaciones 



jexpocisiones, un foro de negocios con^ 
presentaciones de 200 companias y un costo de 
$1,995 para regristarse a la conferencia, 
s garantizando que solamente esas industrias 
relacionadas estaran asistiendo, la OIB nota 


g __ # los de “Reclama los espacios 

transporte bio-diesel. Estaran ensenados en ( | publicos,”la industria biotecnologica es un 
talleres de trabajo y charlas de discusiones. \ excelente ejemplo de como los corporaciones 
Seran conducidos hacia la accion directa contra ^ globales estan destruyendo la democracia, | 


la OIB Convencion 2004. Las fechas de los U amenazando nuestra salud y medio ambiente. | 
eventos son del 3 al 9 de Junio, comezando tres L . Poniendo el control de nuestra comida y^ 


irecursos en las manos de unos pocos 
beneficiados, dirijidos por companias. Casi sin 
devate publico, mas de 100 miliones de 
ectarias de cosechas geneticamente ingeniadas 
(Gl) son plantadas cada ano en los Estados 


! Unidos. Eso es casi el 70% de las cosechas Gl 1 Estar Involucrado 


■, que “el Area de la Bahia es el corredor del 
} mundo aventajando en la biociencia con 820 
companias, generando un pago de 5.8 miliones 
de dolares de acuerdo a la “BayBio” pero la 
) nacion no esta sola! Como 4,000 companias ! 
'biotecnolo gicas globalmente estan usando 
V biologia para crear productos que resuelvan 
problemas sobre la salud y el medio ambiente.” 

Del 3 al 9 de junio sera nuestra chance de j 
mostrar a las corporaciones y a sus politicos 
que nosotros no queremos “soluciones” del la’ 
OIB a nuestros problemas de salud y medioi 
ambiente. Nosotros demandamos soluciones J 
reales que trabajen con la tierra y que sean* 
controlado por la gente. En esta epoca de la J 
historia, la mejor manera de ayudar al medio ^ 
i ambiente es dejandolo solo y reaprender a 
j como vivir simple y ligeramente en la tierra." \ 


r UUllveilUIUMC^ pui UldO y manuaiiuu oiomivo ji uiuiewiuiuyioao ooiaiaioo y Uiyaintauiuiraov . 

policias—o dejando que los acitvist@s i relacionadas en los 50 estados de los Estados » de mur, d°- En seguida cuando aescarga al U 
v ,__ 2 _i_^ _i____ a* V medio ambiente. estos G cueroos nooueden 1 


t v ' conviertan la reunion en un embarazoso fracaso. \ Unidos y otras 33 naciones. Los miembros de la| 
Podria hacerse en San Fransisco como se * OIB estan involucrados en la investigacion y el j 
hizo en Seattle. Si vives en el Area de la Bahia, & desarrollo del cuidado de la salud, agricultura, j 
f ahora es tiempo de juntarte con tus amigos, ''■?industria, medio ambiente y productost 
vecinos y familias para formar grupos de^' biotecnologicos. La conferencia incluirbj 


afinidad y averiguar como puedes conectarte j 
■§ dentro la insureccion. Si vives en otro lugar I 
|| podrias planear un viage a San Fransisco. 

Que esta Planeado 
Los organizadores de la protesta bajo el: 
■4 pretesto de “Reclama el espacio publico” estan : 


jl“ejecutivos biotecnologicos, inversores, 

I periodista, normqlistas y cientificos de mas de | 
E 55 paises.” 


medio ambiente, estos ‘Gl cuerpos’ no pueden 
ser retirados y no hay prediccion alguna de sus I 
efectos en nuestros cuerpos, sistemas 
naturafes, y en nuestra future. Jugando con el 
future, la salud humana y el medio ambiente | 
esta afectando gravemente la soberania de la 
comida de todo el mundo, dramaticamente, 


Planea tu“viaje” a la ciudad ahora! Habra | 
( consejos de conferencia del 2 y al 31 de Mayo ’ 
i en San Francisco, de 4 a 6 pm en la Iglesia ■ 
Santo Bonifacion, en la Avenida Golden Gate 1 
#133. Y tambien habran ensenanzasr charlas y l 
talleres de trabajo del 3 al 5 de junio de 9:30a 
5:30 en Edificio de Mujeres, en el New College y i 
' en el Unitarian Hall en la calle Franklin. Por mas 


L 1 

incrementando el riesgo de guerra biofisica y ^ informacibn, contacta al 877 806-2871 o www.' 
El^papel de OIB es limpiar el camino para ? ademas promover y consolidar la salud para un «reclaimthecommons.net o para chequear lo que 
\ siempre, incrementando el control corporativo sistema de ganacias. Con la creacion deR| a OIB esta tramando checa www.bio.org. 
de agricultura y promover la biotecnologia. De l biofarmaceuti cas^ estan ut[lizando G^en plantas jp Suerte y lucha. 

in ' ^ 




: gTraduccion de Rebeca Walker-Marquez] 


Con todo el respecto por la busqueda de la 
felcidad en cada persona, independientemente 
de si esta incluye al matrimonio... 

Seria bueno si pudieramos reirnos de las 
personas gay que se estan casando. Pero el 
matrimonio noras broma. A diferencia de las 
luchas por la justicia racial o la igualdad 
electoral de minorias y mujeres de decadas 
anteriores, basadas en un acceso individual 



segura medicojqueaumentan en la meaiaa en I 
que las parejas se aproximan al sueno americano 
de clase media. Aquellos sin este privilegio, esl 
decir, la gente trabajadora que ni en un millon 
de anos recibira prestaciones; personas que 
trabajan en las equinas; gente demasiado| 
enferma para trabajar; loc@ s 
discapacitades, freaks sexuales, gente I 
noliticamente radical: nara estas aavs. ell 


[matrimonio). Mucha gente se esta casando sinl 
ilusiones en el aspecto del compromiso, sinol 
especificamente por los privilegios economicosl 
y legales. iQuien va a exigir que la gente nol 
I haga uso de estas nuevas opciones? /Quien nol 
Iquiere una disminucion de sus impuestos? Esl 
dificil resistir el camino de la menor resistencial 
| cuando la marea esta fuerte. 

De hecho. mientras familias felines He tnHn I 


















■ anora es utJiiipu ue junicuie uun iua amiyuo, 
vecinos y familias para formar grupos de^ 
t afinidad y averiguar como puedes conectarte 
p dentro la insureccion. Si vives en otro lugar 
fl podrias planear un viage a San Fransisco. 

I Que esta Planeado 

Los organizadores de la protesta bajo el 
; pretesto de “Reclama el espacio publico” estan 


Ptinuuoiria, meuiu cniiuicmc y jjmjuuvuuo 

biotecnologicos. La conferencia incluira 
“ejecutivos biotecnologicos, inversores, 
periodista, normalistas y cientificos de mas de 
155 paises.” 

El papel de OIB es limpiar el camino para < 
[siempre, incrementando el control corporativo . 
de agricultura y promover la biotecnologfa. De 


futuro, la salud humana y el medio ambiente 
est& afectando gravemente la soberania de la 
comida de todo el mundo, dramaticamente 
incrementando el riesgo de guerra biofisica y 
ademas promover y consolidar la salud para un 
sistema de ganacias. Con la creation de 
biofarmaceuticas estan utilizando Gl en plantas 


H talleres de trabajo del 3 al 5 de junio de 9:30a § 
5:30 en Edificio de Mujeres, en el New College y t 
i’ en el Unitarian Hall en la calle Franklin. Por mas I 
I, information, contacta al 877 806-2871 o www. f 
reclaimthecommons.net o para chequear lo que f 
la OIB esta tramando checa www.bio.org. { 
Suerte y lucha. 



Con todo el respecto por la busqueda de la 
felcidad en cada persona, independientemente 
de si esta incluye al matrimonio... 

Seria bueno si pudieramos relrnos de las 
personas gay que se estan casando. Pero el 
matrimonio mres broma. A diferencia de las 
luchas por la justicia racial o la igualdad 
electoral de minorias y mujeres de decadas 
anteriores, basadas en un acceso individual 
para tod@s, esta lucha de derechos esta 
basada en incrementar el acceso de algunes 
gays: de quienes desean legitimar la santidad 
de su pareja. Se trata de incrementar el acceso 
a servicios y privilegios economicos basados en 
la disposition de entrar a una relacion 
"monogama" legitimada por el Estado. 

El sentido de compromiso que alguna vez 
estuvo asociado con el matrimonio heterosexual 
ha desaparecido, dejando atr&s una extraha 
mezcla de privilegios economicos y legates que 
deben ser accesibles a cualquiera, con o sin el 
lazo corredizo del matrinomio. Las parejas gay 
santificadas desean privilegios tales como 
derechos de emigration, de visitas a hij@s y de 
adoption; menores impuestos y acceso a 
servicios de atencion medica. Mientras tanto el 
resto de quienes no estamos dispuestes a 
encadenarnos disfrutamos de una liberacion a 
gotas que esta dando un fuerte golpe a la gran 
burbuja homofobica de la derecha. iDebemos 
l@s radicates unirnos a esta lucha mal situada 
por la inclusion de gays en el sistema, antes de 
tener alguna esperanza de aplastar las 
instituciones sobre las que funciona el sistema? 


Si, la respuesta intolerante de la derecha I 
hacia el matrimonio gay, significa que realmente| 
creen que podemos jodernos y morir. 
Euforicamente enloquecemos a la derecha y| 
llegamos a la misma realidad de siempre:! 
algun@s "queers" seguimos marginalizadesl 
por nuestr@s primes gay normalizades. La 
respuesta suntuosamente homofobica de la I 
derecha otorga un potencial de rompimiento 
solo temporal al intento monotono del 
asimilacion. L@s liberates luchan por una I 
sociedad inclusiva en la cual puedan preservar I 
su rebanada de pastel dentro del contextol 
capitalista que necesita de la division yl 
pobreza. Esta lucha por la inclusion no tiene 
principios porque esta basada en la exclusion. I 
Al igual que a heterosexuales, a l@s gays se les 
otorgan beneficios (disminucion de impuestos y | 


seguro medico) que aumentan en la meaida en 
que las parejas se aproximan al sueno americano 
de clase media. Aquellos sin este privilegio, es 
decir, la gente trabajadora que ni en un millon 
de anos recibira prestaciones; personas que 
trabajan en las equinas; gente demasiado 
enferma para trabajar; loc@ s 
discapacitad@s, freaks sexuales, gente 
politicamente radical; para est@s gays, el 
matrimonio es tan “lindo" como una repisa de 
madera comprimida o una choza de carton. 

La institution del matrimonio es muy 
tramposa. Es claro que con una tasa de divorcio 
del 50%, el mito del matrimonio es mas fuerte 
que la realidad. El mito se sostiene por una 
fuerte economia del matrimonio (y por ende del 
divorcio). Entre las bodas y batallas por 
custodia, este nicho economico se mantiene 
robusto. Con la entrada del nicho gay al 
mercado, poderoso por derecho propio, el 
matrimonio estara aqui' para quedarse como 
fuerza estabilizadora del capitalismo, 

Poniendo el dinero al lado, el amor eterno y 
verdadero y la felicidad que prometen los 
votos de matrimonio son muy atractivos, pero 
son falacias. El amor duradero y el compromiso 
a otra persona, a cualquier persona, a muchas 
personas, funcionan a traves de confianza y 
comunicacion intensa y abierta. Muchas de las 
parejas gays que se estan casando, hay estado 
juntas 10, 20 anos (evidencia de que la 
duration de una relacion no depende del acceso 
a las sancion del estado a traves del 


matrimonio). Mucha gente se esta casando sin 
ilusiones en el aspecto del compromiso, sino 
especificamente por los privilegios economicos 
y legates. iQuien va a exigir que la gente no 
haga uso de estas nuevas opciones? ^Quien no 
quiere una disminucion de sus impuestos? Es 
dificil resistir el camino de la menor resistencia 
cuando la marea esta fuerte. 

De hecho, mientras familias feiices de todo 
tipo rodearon el City Hall de San Francisco en 
un ritual bizarro, la policfa del sexo cerro My 
Place, un viejo bar en SoMa conocido como lugar 
de encuentros casuales de personas gay y por 
su sexo caliente en el cuarto de atras. El 
matrimonio gay no va a ayudar a l@s freaks, a 
la gente demasiado queer como para ser 
empacada en bianco con mono plateado, la 
gente que piensa mas alia de esta “liberacion” 
flacida. La carga esta ahorita en l@s gays que 
se estan casando: demuestra que entiendes la 
complejidad fatal que la institucidn de la cual 
formas parte, y has que este movimiento de 
“derechos civiles" signifique algo para todos 
l@s homos. 

Aqui esta la verdadera lucha: no en obtener 
le acto de matrimonio gay en si, sino la 
oportunidad, la necesidad, de realizar el 
trabajo pesado de desarrollar un autoancilisis 
de como el uso de la herramienta del matrimonio 
nos coloca solidamente dentro de la matriz de 
las instituciones opresivas. No hay mejor 
momento que el presente para evidenciar al 
dios falso del matrimonio. 















Page 12 • Slingshot • April/May 2004 




"He capitalist the iwifcune 

sys+ent V3. system 

i+’s double or nothing 



The fight for free, universal health care is 
even more critical today than it was a decade 
ago, sacrificed to the greed of the insurance 
companies and HMOs. Health care is a human 
need, not a privilege. However, as we struggle 
to equalize access to health care delivery in the 
United States, we must also address the 
quality of that care, and what causes so many 
people to be sick in the first place. Too many 
of those who routinely criticize governmental, 
economic and foreign policies fail to challenge 
capitalism’s scientific and medical policies. 

Public hospitals are reeling from the whip of 
privatization. We must oppose the dismantling 
of public services but, in reality, most 
hospitals are little more than assembly-line 
butcher shops where experts in the 
reductionist constructs of western industrial 
medicine prescribe drugs and perform invasive 
surgeries. While helpful in acute emergencies, 
they are devastating to general public health. 

As a result of these practices, many people 
in the US are receiving inappropriate or 
inadequate care. Hysterectomies and 
episiotomies are carving up women at rates 
three or four times higher than in Europe. 
Inadequate prenatal care means the US has the 
highest infant mortality of industrial nations. 
Frontal lobotomies and Electro-Shock Therapy 

frvr “iroofinn” rlnrvrnopirvo onH MFiAr Ailmnnlo 


water and healthy food. Innovations like 
antibiotics were only effective in times of 
acute infection. 

Despite — or due to — the huge levels of 
antibiotics used in the U.S. today (medication 
and animal feed), diseases such as tuberculosis 
and pneumonia are returning. Residents of 
poor areas with government cutbacks in 
sanitation and social services and prisoners are 
most susceptible. Infections such as 
encephalitis and influenza have skyrocketed in 
the general population for periods of a few 
months at a time immediately following nuclear 
tests and mass spraying of pesticides; high 
rates of leukemia and thyroid disease are the 
norm in the proximity of nuclear power plants, 
and afflict whole regions following accidents 
like Chernobyl and Three Mile Island. 

Current practices, including overdoses of 
antibiotics, do not address the deluge of 
systemic illnesses caused by environmental 
degradation. However, big pharmaceuticals 
continue to develop and push drugs in order to 
secure orofits. 

Systemic diseases, including malnutrition, 
AIDS, cancer, and chronic fatigue, are 
rampant. As intensive industrial production 
ravages the environment, our immune systems 
suffer. Our bodies cannot fight off 

r\»*AWAr\4^klA Tk a aa a’iIa lioi iaIa rv-» i a 


light of capitalism. Flouridated water 
programs allowed for the disposal of toxic 
waste in the 1940s while “enhancing” our 
health. Nuclear power doesn’t reduce energy 
costs and threatens our existence as well as 
health. GMO crops absorb pesticides that 
poison us and tax soil without increasing yield. 
Vaccination of all children may cause serious 
health concerns without offering the 
protection hyped by manufacturers. It’s 
dangerous to let industry cure us. 

Listening to popular science, parents are 
blamed for their children’s diseases instead of 


symptom of a bacterial disease, but one way 
the body responds to infection to restore its 
health; low iron levels during some illnesses 
should not be met with iron supplements, for 
that would compromise a natural body defense 
mechanism to the disease. We must look 
beyond cause and effect and, instead, treat 
the whole patient—whichever branch of 
medicine is used. 

A holistic approach to health care is 
opposed to industrial capitalism’s assault upon 
us, as we become our own experts. We must 
reject medical research focused on genetics, 







The fight for free, universal health care is 
even more critical today than it was a decade 
ago, sacrificed to the greed of the insurance 
companies and HMOs. Health care is a human 
need, not a privilege. However, as we struggle 
to equalize access to health care delivery in the 
United States, we must also address the 
quality of that care, and what causes so many 
people to be sick in the first place. Too many 
of those who routinely criticize governmental, 
economic and foreign policies fail to challenge 
capitalism’s scientific and medical policies. 

Public hospitals are reeling from the whip of 
privatization. We must oppose the dismantling 
of public services but, in reality, most 
hospitals are little more than assembly-line 
butcher shops where experts in the 
reductionist constructs of western industrial 
medicine prescribe drugs and perform invasive 
surgeries. While helpful in acute emergencies, 
they are devastating to general public health. 

As a result of these practices, many people 
in the US are receiving inappropriate or 
inadequate care. Hysterectomies and 
episiotomies are carving up women at rates 
three or four times higher than in Europe. 
Inadequate prenatal care means the US has the 
highest infant mortality of industrial nations. 
Frontal lobotomies and Electro-Shock Therapy 
for “treating” depression and other ailments 
are making a comeback. Chemotherapy and 
radiation remain the preferred treatment for 
cancer despite showing no percentage increase 
in cancer cures for forty years. Also, new 
studies show that early intervention of HIV 
with (toxic) AZT has no beneficial effects and 
may further compromise the immune system. 

On the other hand, most health insurance 
still does not cover alternative therapies, 
which often treat illness or restore health non- 
invasively and at lower costs. None of the 
proposed national health legislation — not even 
the much needed “single payer” (the Canadian 
model) — covers any of them. Acupuncture, air 
and water filtration, a toxic-free environment, 
herbal, botanical and homeopathic remedies, 
free abortion and contraception on demand 
(including condoms), midwifery and homebirth, 
organically-based foods and nutrient 
supplementation, chiropractic, Ibogaine (for 
heroin addiction), medical marijuana, clean 
needle exchanges, alternative cancer 


water and healthy food. Innovations like 
antibiotics were only effective in times of 
acute infection. 

Despite — or due to — the huge levels of 
antibiotics used in the U.S. today (medication 
and animal feed), diseases such as tuberculosis 
and pneumonia are returning. Residents of 
poor areas with government cutbacks in 
sanitation and social services and prisoners are 
most susceptible. Infections such as 
encephalitis and influenza have skyrocketed in 
the general population for periods of a few 
months at a time immediately following nuclear 
tests and mass spraying of pesticides; high 
rates of leukemia and thyroid disease are the 
norm in the proximity of nuclear power plants, 
and afflict whole regions following accidents 
like Chernobyl and Three Mile Island. 

Current practices, including overdoses of 
antibiotics, do not address the deluge of 
systemic illnesses caused by environmental 
degradation. However, big pharmaceuticals 
continue to develop and push drugs in order to 
secure profits. 

Systemic diseases, including malnutrition, 
AIDS, cancer, and chronic fatigue, are 
rampant. As intensive industrial production 
ravages the environment, our immune systems 
suffer. Our bodies cannot fight off 
preventable diseases. The capitalist system is 
destroying our immune systems. 

The alarming situation in the U.S. cries for a 
radical anti-reductionist approach to health 
and a no-holds-barred attack on everything 
destroying our health today. To address 
these issues, we must end the poisoning of our 
food, air, and water. This means shutting 
down nuclear power plants and urban waste 
incinerators, forcing companies to do massive 
environmental clean-ups, ending toxic dumping, 
banning most pesticides, herbicides, additives, 
non-organic fertilizer, growth hormones and 
antibiotics in agriculture and in animal feed, 
and shutting down genetic engineering 
facilities. 

We must also combat the racism that leaves 
people of color more susceptible to pollution 


Western medicine cannot 
treat the illnesses 
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light of capitalism. Flouridated water 
programs allowed for the disposal of toxic 
waste in the 1940s while “enhancing” our 
health. Nuclear power doesn’t reduce energy 
costs and threatens our existence as well as 
health. GMO crops absorb pesticides that 
poison us and tax soil without increasing yield. 
Vaccination of all children may cause serious 
health concerns without offering the 
protection hyped by manufacturers. It’s 
dangerous to let industry cure us. 

Listening to popular science, parents are 
blamed for their children’s diseases instead of 


industrial pollution. Genes become more 
important than environment. This extends to 
workplace safety as well, when companies like 
DuPont screen workers for an alleged 
“genetic predisposition” to sickle-cell anemia. 
Many workers of African ancestry were fired 
from jobs that, the company claimed, might 
“bring on” the disease, based solely on their 
inherited genetic characteristics. Increasingly, 
the system tries to elude responsibility for its 
environmental devastation and Doisonina of the 


symptom of a bacterial disease, but one way 
the body responds to infection to restore its 
health; low iron levels during some illnesses 
should not be met with iron supplements, for 
that would compromise a natural body defense 
mechanism to the disease. We must look 
beyond cause and effect and, instead, treat 
the whole patient—whichever branch of 
medicine is used. 

A holistic approach to health care is 
opposed to industrial capitalism’s assault upon 
us, as we become our own experts. We must 
reject medical research focused on genetics, 


without holistic or whole-system analyses. 
There is no place for research as a factory-like 
industry, raking in big bucks for high-tech 
drug companies and university researchers 
without addressing real health issues. 

On the other hand, large grassroots 
movements over the last two decades have 
challenged the industrial medical model and 
those who profit from it. They have studied 
non-western traditions and developed new 
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cancer despite showing no percentage increase 
in cancer cures for forty years. Also, new 
studies show that early intervention of HIV 
with (toxic) AZT has no beneficial effects and 
may further compromise the immune system. 

On the other hand, most health insurance 
still does not cover alternative therapies, 
which often treat illness or restore health non- 
invasively and at lower costs. None of the 
proposed national health legislation — not even 
the much needed “single payer” (the Canadian 
model) — covers any of them. Acupuncture, air 
and water filtration, a toxic-free environment, 
herbal, botanical and homeopathic remedies, 
free abortion and contraception on demand 
(including condoms), midwifery and homebirth, 
organically-based foods and nutrient 
supplementation, chiropractic, Ibogaine (for 
heroin addiction), medical marijuana, clean 
needle exchanges, alternative cancer 
treatments, yoga and stress reduction, and 
non-toxic, holistic treatments for AIDS are 
driven to the margins of acceptable 
treatment. Most alternative therapies are 
viciously opposed by drug companies, the 
American Medical Association (AMA) and their 
hip-pocket congressional reps. The legislation 
before Congress — including single payer 
plans — would further entrench today’s 
medical orthodoxy and suppress alternative 
avenues for treatment. 

Welcome to capitalism's New World Order: 
assembly line health care, where we shall be 
medicated, bio-genetically altered, pesticided, 
toxicated and guinea-pigged by the “experts,” 
duly recorded in computer chips 
experimentally implanted in human beings, 
along with other information about our lives 
deemed relevant by the powers that be — our 
arrest records, travel logs, and so forth — to 
be accessed at the whim of police or medical 
officials. 

Sedition or Sedation 

The most widespread successes in reducing 
disease in the last century were accomplished 
not by medical intervention but primarily by 
providing access to decent sanitation, clean 


radical anti-reductionist approach to health 
and a no-holds-barred attack on everything 
destroying our health today. To address 
these issues, we must end the poisoning of our 
food, air, and water. This means shutting 
down nuclear power plants and urban waste 
incinerators, forcing companies to do massive 
environmental clean-ups, ending toxic dumping, 
banning most pesticides, herbicides, additives, 
non-organic fertilizer, growth hormones and 
antibiotics in agriculture and in animal feed, 
and shutting down genetic engineering 
facilities. 

We must also combat the racism that leaves 
people of color more susceptible to pollution 


Western medicine cannot 
treat the illnesses 
caused by environmental 
degradation. 


and disease. This includes cleaning up the 
primarily Black, Latino and working class areas 
that receive the brunt of U.S.-generated 
industrial wastes and ending cash-cropping 
which destroys people's self-sufficiency and 
nutrition. We must also support land 
redistribution to small farmers to localize food 
production and sustainability. 

Subvert the Dominant Paradigm 
Stephen J. Gould wrote, “Science is no 
inexorable march to truth... Scientists, as 
ordinary human beings, unconsciously reflect in 
their theories the social and political 
constraints of their times. As privileged 
members of society, more often than not they 
end up defending existing social arrangements 
as biologically foreordained.” 

Many sacred cows are being toppled these 
days; yet Big Science remains popular and 
well-funded. Progressives must reclaim 
science from the AMA, the pharmaceutical 
industry, the tobacco industry and the federal 
n government if we are to reclaim our health. 

' Look at some of the advancements of science in 



industrial pollution. Genes become more 
important than environment. This extends to 
workplace safety as well, when companies like 
DuPont screen workers for an alleged 
“genetic predisposition” to sickle-cell anemia. 
Many workers of African ancestry were fired 
from jobs that, the company claimed, might 
“bring on” the disease, based solely on their 
inherited genetic characteristics. Increasingly, 
the system tries to elude responsibility for its 
environmental devastation and poisoning of the 
earth and tries to blame the victim — in this 
case, ourselves. 

Creating a New Scientific Method 


Even the NY Times has challenged some of 
the reductionist methodology of western 
medicine and examined correlative 
relationships that had been incorrectly 
identified as causal ones. On December 24, 
1991, a front page article by Natalie Angier 
recounts calls for physicians to “heed the 
wisdom of Darwin, and to take the principles 
of evolution and natural selection into account 
as they seek to cure their patients.” Just 
because a fever occurs when a person is sick, 
the researchers point out, doesn’t mean that 
the fever is necessarily a symptom of the 
disease. Many illnesses are actually the body’s 
response to infection. Fever allows white 
blood cells to more effectively attack bacteria; 
nausea during pregnancy helps remove toxins 
that could poison an embryo; and anemia during 
infection may help kill microbes. 

Correlations between disease and fever, 
microbes and iron-level dips, and estrogen 
levels in pregnant women and morning sickness 
can no longer be translated into simplistic 
cause and effect thinking. Fever is not a 



without holistic or whole-system analyses. 
There is no place for research as a factory-like 
industry, raking in big bucks for high-tech 
drug companies and university researchers 
without addressing real health issues. 

On the other hand, large grassroots 
movements over the last two decades have 
challenged the industrial medical model and 
those who profit from it. They have studied 
non-western traditions and developed new 
frameworks for understanding environmental 
and individual health. Local health initiatives 
are creating the basis for a people’s health 
care from the bottom up. They are under 
attack by the government, the AMA, the 
tobacco industry and the giant pharmaceutical 
companies. However, with the support of 
activists, their impact on the development of 
new models for maintaining health and treating 
illness will be profound. 

People have a right to health care free from 
government repression. Activists must 
critique the limitations and underlying 
philosophy of capitalist medicine; we must 
create health care options to counter what the 
system has done to us; and, we must demand 
that THESE, and not industrial science’s 
reductionist models, be publicly funded. By 
involving ourselves in this effort and 
counterposing science from-the-bottom-up, as 
manifest in local projects, as our living critique 
of capitalist science and its underlying 
reductionist philosophy, we will join the 
emerging, vibrant, conscious working class, 
that sees a healthy and truly free society as 
possible. 


Contact the author at 
mitchelcohen@mindspring.com. 
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By liam O'Ponoghue 


Hollywood’s worship of. apathy isn't very 
surprising, why would the corporations that 
own the studios want us to take action against 
our increasingly advertising-saturated culture. 

The sycophantic approval of Hollywood is 
usually a red light for me. When an industry 
that promotes vapidity over virtue bows its 
drooling, collective head in reverence, I tend to 
shake my own in disgust. When the word-of- 
mouth buzz surrounding a film is 
overwhelmingly positive, I’ll occasionally put my 
antipathy in check and give mainstream 
American cinema a shot at redemption. But 
Lost in Translation proved once again that 
“genius” is synonymous with intellectual 
mediocrity in moviespeak and that following 
the majority opinion on arts and entertainment 
is a really, really shitty idea. 

Lost in Translation is about rich, white 
people feeling sorry for themselves in Tokyo. 
Beautiful photography, superb acting. . . 
revolting plot. Bill Murray plays a philandering, 
alcoholic, washed-up actor with a $2 million 
contract to promote a Japanese whiskey. 
Scarlet Johannson is a Yale philosophy 
graduate who skulks around a luxury hotel 
(poking for the meaning of life while her 
inattentive husband travels the country 
photographing rock bands. While being served 
and pampered by an anonymous parade of 
Japanese servants, these two lost souls 
become intertwined through cocktails, karaoke 
and bad late-night TV and end up forming a 
sentimental bond over which Murrav offers the 
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way and we march up Haight Street. The sun 
shines on hundreds of partiers, united behind 
the “Dance into the Revolution” banner, as 
patrons pour out of hipster boutiques and 
tourist nooks lining the street to join the 
procession. At Haight and Ashbury, symbolic 
birthplace of 60’s counterculturalism, current 
home of The Gap, a Pirate-ship van pulls to a 
halt on its flat tires. Heart-shaped skull and 
crossbones flags are planted, proclaiming the 
street to be ours again, ours to do whatever 
we want. VJe dance, play soccer, draw chalk 
murals, set up couches and give away food and 
little kids jump on trampolines and it’s all 
totally free. A spontaneous and agenda-free 
celebration of life. An event of the people. 
Brought to you by no one. 

This was a rarity, because usually when a 
group of people get together to have fun now, 
somebody’s trying to make a profit. 
Unfortunately, the relationship between free, 
unsponsored public events and the 


machinery behind the logos. An entire 
generation has grown up with corporate- 
sponsored music tours, art exhibits and even 
school curriculums. Unmarketed cultural space 
is endangered — and people don't even realize 
it. 

New technology is changing the very 
definition of advertising. As digital video 
recorders (like TiVo and DirecTV) gain 
popularity, corporations have an even greater 
incentive to integrate themselves into the 
shows on which they advertise. Since DVR 
technology allows viewers to skip over 
commercials, marketing investment in product 
placements has soared. According to 
Businessweek, Coke spent an estimated $20 
million to put cups with its logo in the judges’ 
hands during Fox’s American Idol, but how 
many people who watch the show are aware 
that they’re sitting through an hour-long Coke 
commercial? 

TV isn’t the only medium where content is 
being encroached upon by ads. One of the most 
popular trends in the magazine industry is 
completely forsaking non-commercial editorial 
content for catalogue-style articles promoting 
fashion and high tech products. Following this 
“all mock-article ads — no intellectual 
stimulation” formula, Conde Nast's Lucky 
reached a circulation of almost a million in only 
three years and (surprise) was voted 
magazine of the year by Ad Age in 2003. 
Rushing to duplicate this brainless success is a 
slew of new men's magazines, such as Complex, 
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conglomeration increases, there is literally no 
possibility for dissenting voices to be heard cn 
a widespread level. One example of the “Big 
Five’s” empire is the $26.6 billion media spider 
Viacom (the other four are Comcast-Disneyj 
News Corp., TimeWarner, and NBC). By 
owning CBS, UPN, MTV, Nickelodeon and 
BET, as well as Paramount Pictures, 
publishing giant Simon & Shuster and the! 
massive Infinity radio network, Viacoms’s 
power to cross-promote it’s “talent," and 
spread it’s agenda is inescapable. They even 
own a billboard company and, in its insatiable 
quest for media dominance, is looking to 
purchase EchoStar, a satellite TV operator 
with over 9 million subscribers. These 
corporations hand-pick the people they want 
you idolize, and whose ideas do you think they’d 
rather saturate the airwaves with: Jay-Z or 
Dead Prez? 

“Selling out” used to be a mark of shame for 
entertainers, a label that musicians bitterly 
branded upon those who forsook the voice of, 
struggle and pride in their culture to make 
quick buck. This was before Run-DMC started 
selling Sprite. Now they vie to see who can be 
the biggest sell out. Once someone has 
transcended music to become a corporate, 
spokesman, they’ve “blown up.” Medial 
conglomeration is the reason you don’t hear 
anybody complaining about it (they own the 
newspapers, too). 

Like the acid rain created by their industrial 
counterparts, the unceasing monologue of 
homogenous over-consumption propagated by 
the mass media has seeped into the 
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j overwhelmingly positive, I’ll occasionally put rry 
i antipathy in check and give mainstream 
[ American cinema a shot at redemption. But 
i Lost in Translation proved once again that 
“genius” is synonymous with intellectual 
| mediocrity in moviespeak and that following 
I the majority opinion on arts and entertainment 
] is a really, really shitty idea. 

Lost in Translation is about rich, white 
[ people feeling sorry for themselves in Tokyo, 
i Beautiful photography, superb acting. . . 
J revolting plot. Bill Murray plays a philandering, 
alcoholic, washed-up actor with a $2 million 
contract to promote a Japanese whiskey. 
Scarlet Johannson is a Yale philosophy 
i graduate who skulks around a luxury hotel 
i (poking for the meaning of life while her 
[ inattentive husband travels the country 
photographing rock bands. While being served 
( and pampered by an anonymous parade of 
Japanese servants, these two lost souls 
[become intertwined through cocktails, karaoke 
[land bad late-night TV and end up forming a 
'sentimental bond over which Murray offers the 
[young girl such profound insights as “when you 
ihave children... you’ll love them, and they’ll be 
[the most delightful people you’ve ever known” 
i(in the DVD interview, he called this scene 
“challenging”). 

All the reviews I read applauded this movie 

i for its pensive exploration into loneliness and 
alienation, but none of them focused on the 
obvious conclusion: That advertising is 
unfulfilling and disposable, even for those 
[getting paid for it. The street scenes of 
'Tokyo show a city plastered and overflowing 
[with advertisements. Whiskey billboards 
ifeaturing Murray’s solemn face simply more 
[clutter the 3-D, neon-lit marketing hurricane 
[engulfing Tokyo’s hyper-stimulated 20 million 
[residents. There’s enormous potential in 
[developing this theme, but, instead the main 
characters hang out and get drunk. They 
[remain shallow and filled with ennui, resolving 
(nothing, and making no moral progress. What a 
touching moral: It’s better to be crippled by 
spiritual inertia with someone you love. 

Breaking the self-perpetuating cycle of 
[psychological lethargy so entrenched in modern 
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shines on hundreds of partiers, united behind 
the “Dance into the Revolution” banner, as 
patrons pour out of hipster boutiques and 
tourist nooks lining the street to join the 
procession. At Haight and Ashbury, symbolic 
birthplace of 60’s counterculturalism, current 
home of The Gap, a Pirate-ship van pulls to a 
halt on its flat tires. Heart-shaped skull and 
crossbones flags are planted, proclaiming the 
street to be ours again, ours to do whatever 
we want. We dance, play soccer, draw chalk 
murals, set up couches and give away food and 
little kids jump on trampolines and it’s all 
totally free. A spontaneous and agenda-free 
celebration of life. An event of the people. 
Brought to you by no one. 

This was a rarity, because usually when a 
group of people get together to have fun now, 
somebody’s trying to make a profit. 
Unfortunately, the relationship between free, 
unsponsored public events and the 


commercials, marketing investment in product 
placements has soared. According to 
Businessweek, Coke spent an estimated $20 
million to put cups with its logo in the judges’ 
hands during Fox’s American Idol, but how 
many people who watch the show are aware 
that they’re sitting through an hour-long Coke 
commercial? 

TV isn’t the only medium where content is 
being encroached upon by ads. One of the most 
popular trends in the magazine industry is 
completely forsaking non-commercial editorial 
content for catalogue-style articles promoting 
fashion and high tech products. Following this 
“all mock-article ads — no intellectual 
stimulation” formula, Conde Nast's Lucky 
reached a circulation of almost a million in only 
three years and (surprise) was voted 
magazine of the year by Ad Age in 2003. 
Rushing to duplicate this brainless success is a 
slew of new men’s magazines, such as Complex, 
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omnipresence of advertising is an inverse 
correlation. Corporations don’t want us having 
fun without their approval. Marketers are 
ditching the traditional channels and mediums 
of reaching their “targets” and evolving to 
become more subliminal and pervasive. Instead 
of reflecting culture, advertising is becoming 
culture. Advertising and entertainment are 
69ing each other, and it’s getting tough to 
figure out where one starts and the other 
begins. In fact, the more I examine this 
voracious entanglement, the more it looks like 
they're not just fulfilling their needs-oh shit- 
their trying to swallow each other whole. 
Meanwhile, everybody just stands around 
gawking with their hands in their designer 
jeans playing pocket pool by the open bar. 

Corporations know that consumers, weary 
of the constant and blatant advertising 
assault, can tune out much of this blitzkrieg by 
channel surfing, flipping through the first 20 
pages of most magazines, putting on 
headphones or simply going off in a daze as we 
walk past countless posters and billboards on 
the street. Faced with this dilemma, marketing 
departments now focus on selling “the brand” 
instead of specific products by associating 
themselves with the lifestyles of their target 



Sync and Cargo, designed to appeal to today’s 
“image conscious male.” According to Cargo 
editor, Ariel Foxman, these magazines are 
serving a necessary purpose, because “Guys 
are somewhat overwhelmed by their many 
options.” 

This contradiction is the crux of the issue- 
as corporations expand their power and 
consumers are presented with a wider array of 
products and channels, the result is less 
options, not more. As media conglomerates 
merge and corporations destroy the 
competition in every field from prescription 
drugs to food, our choices as consumers 
disappear. Go to Foot Locker and you may have 
dozens of styles and brands of shoes to choose 


own a DiiiDoara company ana, in us insatiaDie 
quest for media dominance, is looking to 
purchase EchoStar, a satellite TV operator 
with over 9 million subscribers. These 
corporations hand-pick the people they want 
you idolize, and whose ideas do you think they'd 
rather saturate the airwaves with: Jay-Z or 
Dead Prez? 

“Selling out” used to be a mark of shame for, 
entertainers, a label that musicians bitterly 
branded upon those who forsook the voice of 
struggle and pride in their culture to make a 
quick buck. This was before Run-DMC started 
selling Sprite. Now they vie to see who can be 
the biggest sell out. Once someone has 
transcended music to become a corporate 
spokesman, they've “blown up.” Media; 
conglomeration is the reason you don't hear 
anybody complaining about it (they own the 
newspapers, too). 

Like the acid rain created by their industrial 
counterparts, the unceasing monologue of 
homogenous over-consumption propagated by 
the mass media has seeped into the 
“underground.” Air pollution leads to cancer of 
the respiratory system, airwave pollution 
results in cancer of the value system. The 
shorter our attention spans become, the easief 
it is for corporations to brainwash us. By 
keeping us disoriented and off-balance with 
quick shots and jumpy, MTV-influenced 
camera-work, broadcasters reduce the 
chances of viewers forming complex, critical 
thoughts and maybe reaching conclusions like, 
“Hey, wait a minute, this show fucking sucks!” 

This is why “Lost in Translation” was so 
disappointing. With pensive directing and 
patient, luxurious cinematography, it slowly 
built up to the reality that there’s a problem 
eating away at out souls. It simply failed to 
deal with it. It allowed the main characters to 
walk away from the friendship that briefly 
reaffirmed their faith in humanity and return 
to their mechanical, unfulfilling lives, and for 
this, it was rewarded with a slew of Golden 
Globes and BRITS awards. 

This is the culture that America is 
spreading. Hollywood celebrates apathy, while 
the recording industry canonizes greed, and 
publishers just keep looking for the next big 
hype that will sell their disposable rags. Last 
year, the hottest cover-boy was 50 Cent. The 
title of his album — the best-selling debut' 
album of 2003 — “Get Rich or Die Trying.” It 
seems to me like our society is doing both at 
the same time. 










Hin me uvu inierview, ne canea mis scene 
'“challenging”). 

, All the reviews I read applauded this movie 
ifor its pensive exploration into loneliness and 
[alienation, but none of them focused on the 
lObvious conclusion: That advertising is 
'unfulfilling and disposable, even for those 
[getting paid for it. The street scenes of 
Tokyo show a city plastered and overflowing 
[with advertisements. Whiskey billboards 
featuring Murray’s solemn face simply more 
clutter the 3-D, neon-lit marketing hurricane 
[engulfing Tokyo’s hyper-stimulated 20 million 
residents. There’s enormous potential in 
| developing this theme, but, instead the main 
characters hang out and get drunk. They 
remain shallow and filled with ennui, resolving 
[nothing, and making no moral progress. What a 
touching moral: It’s better to be crippled by 
[spiritual inertia with someone you love, 
i Breaking the self-perpetuating cycle of 
[psychological lethargy so entrenched in modern 



culture isn’t impossible, it just requires a little 
imagination. Instead of merely wandering the 
streets, like the aimless protagonists of Lost 
in Translation — reclaim them. Instead of 
succumbing to the glut of advertising that is 
turning your mind into a pop-culture garbage 
bin, flip the script — subvertise. And instead 
of pitying yourself — DANCE! Witness what 
happens when people turn off the TV and take 
action... 

Pirates and punks, hippies and ravers, 
babies and bums, all smiling. The subvertised 
Lion King billboard overlooking the Golden 
Gate Park says it all, “Reclaim the Streets- 
Feb. 14-Noon-Be Here.” We’re here, with no 
sponsors, no celebrities, no headliners, no 
permission and no worries, and we're ready. 
i The impromptu marching band starts the 
[ clatter and then the mobile sound system 
brings the beat. Rows of cops stand to the 
side, in front of McDonald’s, as we scream a t 
'.thecars and busses to get the fuck outta the 


omnipresence of advertising is an inverse 
correlation. Corporations don’t want us having 
fun without their approval. Marketers are 
ditching the traditional channels and mediums 
of reaching their “targets” and evolving to 
become more subliminal and pervasive. Instead 
of reflecting culture, advertising is becoming 
culture. Advertising and entertainment are 
69ing each other, and it’s getting tough to 
figure out where one starts and the other 
begins. In fact, the more I examine this 
voracious entanglement, the more it looks like 
they’re not just fulfilling their needs-oh shit- 
their trying to swallow each other whole. 
Meanwhile, everybody just stands around 
gawking with their hands in their designer 
jeans playing pocket pool by the open bar. 

Corporations know that consumers, weary 
of the constant and blatant advertising 
assault, can tune out much of this blitzkrieg by 
channel surfing, flipping through the first 20 
pages of most magazines, putting on 
headphones or simply going off in a daze as we 
walk past countless posters and billboards on 
the street. Faced with this dilemma, marketing 
departments now focus on selling “the brand” 
instead of specific products by associating 
themselves with the lifestyles of their target 
markets. For example, the goal of a 
corporation like Nike becomes not to convince 
people that they make the best shoes, but that 
Nike is the embodiment of all that is noble 
about sports. They accomplish this by 
sponsoring events, product placement and 
such generous acts of benevolence as repaving 
inner-city basketball courts with Nike logos 
(for a much deeper and far more shocking 
account of this phenomenon, read “No Logo” by 
Naomi Klein). It’s transparently obvious that 
these wildly expensive ad campaigns are 
funded by profits derived from sweat shops 
and domestic wage slavery, and that 
corporations have no loyalty to the values they 
espouse, only greed, but society is being so 
thoroughly indoctrinated with corporate 
ideology that consumers have become 
completely apathetic and/or oblivious to the 
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Sync and Cargo, designed to appeal to today’s 
“image conscious male.” According to Cargo 
editor, Ariel Foxman, these magazines are 
serving a necessary purpose, because “Guys 
are somewhat overwhelmed by their many 
options.” 

This contradiction is the crux of the issue- 
as corporations expand their power and 
consumers are presented with a wider array of 
products and channels, the result is less 
options, not more. As media conglomerates 
merge and corporations destroy the 
competition in every field from prescription 
drugs to food, our choices as consumers 
disappear. Go to Foot Locker and you may have 
dozens of styles and brands of shoes to choose 
from, but try finding a pair that was made by 
someone earning a living wage. You may have 
500 channels to flip through, but try to find a 
show that’s content hasn’t been influenced or 
perverted by its advertisers and its 
corporate-owned network. There may be a ton 
of great concerts to choose from, but try 
seeing a show in a venue bigger than an 
outhouse without supporting the Ticketmaster 
monopoly. Many people don’t live in cities with 
organic or independent grocery stores or 
restaurants; ask them to buy produce that 
wasn’t sprayed with chemicals and picked by 
an exploited, immigrant farm laborer getting 
paid well below minimum wage or to buy a fast- 
food burger from someone getting full 
benefits. Ask them to survive without Wal- 
Mart. 

The process by which corporations promote 
consumer-centric entertainment is simple and 
logical. Recording stars are created through 
vigorous ad campaigns, media hype and heavy 
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ii is ror corporations io Drainwasn us. by 
keeping us disoriented and off-balance with 
quick shots and jumpy, MTV-influenced 
camera-work, broadcasters reduce the 
chances of viewers forming complex, critical 
thoughts and maybe reaching conclusions like, 
“Hey, wait a minute, this show fucking sucks!” 

This is why “Lost in Translation” was so 
disappointing. With pensive directing and 
patient, luxurious cinematography, it slowly 
built up to the reality that there’s a problem 
eating away at out souls. It simply failed to 
deal with it. It allowed the main characters to 
walk away from the friendship that briefly 
reaffirmed their faith in humanity and return 
to their mechanical, unfulfilling lives, and for 
this, it was rewarded with a slew of Golden 
Globes and BRITS awards. 

This is the culture that America is 
spreading. Hollywood celebrates apathy, while 
the recording industry canonizes greed, and 
publishers just keep looking for the next big 
hype that will sell their disposable rags. Last 
year, the hottest cover-boy was 50 Cent. The 
title of his album — the best-selling debut 1 
album of 2003 — “Get Rich or Die Trying.” It 
seems to me like our society is doing both at 
the same time. 
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J companies. With almost no public debate, over 
^100-million acres of genetically engineered 
8 (GE) crops are planted each year in the United 
W States. That’s almost 70% of the world’s GE: 
® crops. Once released into the environment, ' 
K these GE life forms can’t be recalled, andj 
6,there’s no way to predict their effects on our; 

bodies, ecosystems, and our future. Gambling 
*) with the future of human and environmental 
I health is gravely affecting food sovereignty 
a throughout the world, dramatically increasing 
j^the risks of biowarfare and further! 
| entrenching the health-for-profit system with 
s the creation of biopharmaceuticals that are 
gf ‘grown’ in GE plants and animals. Already I 
^these artificial life forms have contaminated' 
| seeds and crops that have been cultivated over 
™ thousands of years.” 

^ According to the BIO website, the 
S convention will include “150 panel sessions, 
|l,200 displays, a business forum with 200 
^company presentations, and a career fair.” It 
^ costs $1,995 to register for the conference, 
iissauaranteeina that onlv those friendlv to the 



€o pff iued fro mpag e 1 


gave the girl her home phone number before 
she left. I am wildly impressed by this. Some 
would say that was irresponsible of Miriamma, 
and that she should have called the cops, or 
CPS, or forced the mother into a hospital. But 
Miriamma understood the difference between 
trauma and empowerment, and via her gift of 
birthing assistance without authority trips, 
she often saved women unnecessary trauma, 
allowing the joy of birth to prevail. 

Once Miriamma had a woman who only spoke 
Spanish, in labor, in her car, trying to drive her 
home for the birth. They got stuck in a traffic 
jam. Miriamma called her nearest friend and 
told her to prepare a room in their home for a 
birth. She got off at the next exit and drove 
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medical elitism,” traditional healers named 
"King-craft, Priest-craft, Lawyer-craft and 
Doctor-craft” the “four great evils of the 
time,” according to the article. By the 1840's, 
medical licensing laws had been repealed in 
almost all of the states. But by the 1900’s, 
racism was also playing into the sexism, 
classism, and medical elitism, and since it was 
mostly immigrant and poor women who were 
having and assisting home births, white women 
of the Victorian brand, were asking for the 
white male doctors in sterile hospitals for 
birthing help, not poor immigrant midwives 
with birthing experience and herbal knowledge. 
And elite, white, women doctors, such as 
Elizabeth Blackwell, turned on the women 
midwives too. The article says in 1910,50% of 
all babies born in America were delivered by 
midwives. And although traditional medicine 
was primarily a political and economical issue, 
the mainstream medical profession tried to say 
it was a medical and/or scientific issue. The 
medical profession has attacked the autonomy 
of midwives as health care providers, yet DIY 
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j! seeds and crops that have been cultivated over 
! thousands of years.” 

According to the BIO website, the 
»convention will include “150 panel sessions, 
?T,200 displays, a business forum with 200 
^company presentations, and a career fair.” It 
}costs $1,995 to register for the conference, 

| guaranteeing that only those friendly to the 
•industry will be in attendance. BIO notes that 
SJj “the Bay Area is the world's leading bioscience 



gave the girl her home phone number before 
she left. I am wildly impressed by this. Some 
would say that was irresponsible of Miriamma, 
and that she should have called the cops, or 
CPS, or forced the mother into a hospital. But 
Miriamma understood the difference between 
trauma and empowerment, and via her gift of 
birthing assistance without authority trips, 
she often saved women unnecessary trauma, 
allowing the joy of birth to prevail. 

Once Miriamma had a woman who only spoke 
Spanish, in labor, in her car, trying to drive her 
home for the birth. They got stuck in a traffic 
jam. Miriamma called her nearest friend and 
told her to prepare a room in their home for a 
birth. She got off at the next exit and drove 
to the friend’s house, where the woman had a 
healthy birth. Miriamma spent years living in 
Q poor Mexican villages, and she knew there had 
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iannuai payroll of $5.8 billion, according to [Q formulas in Mexico, as well as in the U.S., 
/BayBio. But the region is not alone. Some K shaming poor moms away from breastfeeding. 
14,000 biotech companies worldwide are using JJlSo Miriamma asked the friend whose house 


|biology to create products that solve health 
[‘and environmental problems.” . 

June 3-9 will be our chance to show the 
^corporations and their politicians that we 
jsfdon’t want BIO’s “solutions” to our health and 
^environmental problems. We demand real 


they had landed at, to start breastfeeding in 
[front of the new mom, who just delivered, to 
et a positive tone for breastfeeding, 
iriamma was very good at finding healthy 
'ays for moms to learn from each other. 

These midwives were also incredibly gifted 


((Solutions that work with the earth and are »J*at networking. They led me to Doctor David 
^controlled by the people. At this stage in JiSpringer, one of the first M.D.’s to graduate 
'history, the best way to help the environment >*from John Bastyr’s Naturopathic College 
Js to leave it alone and re-learn how to live £(http://www.bastyr.edu/), with an N.D. He 

^became one of Seattle’s finest holistic health 
^pediatricians and took grand care of my son 


^simply and lightly on the earth. 

|Get involved 

Make your travel plans / schedule your 


J»for 18 years. They hooked me up with La Leche 


action spokes 1 £ Lea 9 ue (www.lalecheleague.org), when I had 
/ 31 from 4-6 at [ JJbreastfeeding problems. They taught low- 


cvacation now. There will be 

councils in SF on May 2 and May 31 . . . 1U 
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SJune 3-5 there will be teach-ins, panels and facilitated safe homes for domestic violence 
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medical elitism,” traditional healers named 
"King-craft, Priest-craft, Lawyer-craft and 
Doctor-craft” the “four great evils of the 
time,” according to the article. By the 1840's r 
medical licensing laws had been repealed in 
almost all of the states. But by the 1900’s, 
racism was also playing into the sexism, 
classism, and medical elitism, and since it was 
mostly immigrant and poor women who were 
having and assisting home births, white women 
of the Victorian brand, were asking for the 
white male doctors in sterile hospitals for 
birthing help, not poor immigrant midwives 
with birthing experience and herbal knowledge. 
And elite, white, women doctors, such as 
Elizabeth Blackwell, turned on the women 
midwives too. The article says in 1910, 50% of 
all babies born in America were delivered by 
midwives. And although traditional medicine 
was primarily a political and economical issue, 
the mainstream medical profession tried to say 
it was a medical and/or scientific issue. The 
medical profession has attacked the autonomy 
of midwives as health care providers, yet DIY 
women’s health care continues, as a liberating 
force. 

When I was about 20 hours into labor, I 
started wimping out, and asked to go to a 
hospital for drugs, as I was exhausted, and sick 
of the pain. But my midwives reminded me that 
if I went to a hospital, the midwives would be 
locked outside, I would be forced to do a lot of 
authoritative things I would want to rebel 
against via doctors, and it could end up in a C- 
section. Those threats kept me at home trying 
to birth naturally, which finally did happen 
And I am so thankful for them talking me 
through it. Miriamma died in the mid-1990’s, 
due to cancer. It was an emotional loss for the 
community. Her memorial had a cast of 
hundreds. Woman after woman bore witness to 
how Miriamma saved her life when in crisis, 
giving her dignity and comfort, when many of 
us had felt like “untouchables.” Whether we 
were homeless teens, battered wives, single 
welfare moms, gay moms, Spanish-speaking 
moms; we were all welcome on earth, according 
to Miriamma’s open-arm policy. We all deserved 
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r eality. The myth is upheld by the strong 
marriage (and by extension, divorce) economy. 
Between white weddings and custody battles, 
this economic niche is robust. With the 
entrance of the gay niche market, powerful in 
Its own right, marriage will be here to stay as a 
stabilizing force of capitalism. 

Money aside, the eternal true love and 
happiness promised by wedding vows are 

verrrrrry seductive.fallacies. Long-lasting 

love and commitment to one person, to any 
person, to many people, are worked out 
through trust and intense, open communication. 
Many of the gay couples getting married have 
been together 10,-20 years — more evidence 
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]W;BayBio. But the region is not alone. Some 
HgjM.OOO biotech companies worldwide are using 
^biology to create products that solve health 
pg* ( and environmental problems.” * 

June 3-9 will be our chance to show the 
^corporations and their politicians that we 

I fdon’t want BIO’s “solutions” to our health and 
^environmental problems. We demand real 
/Solutions that work with the earth and are 
^controlled by the people. At this stage in 
ijjgjjhistory, the best way to help the environment 

M5s to leave it alone and re-learn how to live 
ssSsimply and lightly on the earth. 

(^jGet involved 

Make your travel plans / schedule your 
■Vacation now. There will be action spokes 
^councils in SF on May 2 and May 31 from 4-6 at 
*!St. Boniface Church, 133 Golden Gate Ave. 
[tone 3-5 there will be teach-ins, panels and 
workshops from 9:30 - 5:30 at the Women’s 
building at 3543 !8th St, at New College at. 
ft7 Valencia and at the Unitarian Hall at 1187 
Franklin. Direct action is expected June 6-9. 
For more information, contact (877)806- 
2871 or www.reclaimthecommons.net. To 
|:heck out what BIO is up to, check out 
www.bio.org. 


< shaming poor moms away from breastfeeding. 
2 So Miriamma asked the friend whose house 
3they had landed at, to start breastfeeding in 
Jjfront of the new mom, who just delivered, to 
set a positive tone for breastfeeding, 
i/liriamma was very good at finding healthy 
ways for moms to learn from each other. 

These midwives were also incredibly gifted 
£at networking. They led me to Doctor David 
jJ*Springer, one of the first M.D.’s to graduate 
>*from John Bastyr's Naturopathic College 
jj,(http://www.bastyr.edu/), with an N.D. He 
>*became one of Seattle’s finest holistic health 
JJpediatricians and took grand care of my son 
JJfor 18 years. They hooked me up with La Leche 
£ League (www.lalecheleague.org), when I had 
JJ breastfeeding problems. They taught low- 
M income moms about the WIC program. They 
^facilitated safe homes for domestic violence 
^victims. They arranged safe abortions when 
asked. As a matter of fact, Miriamma took me 
jjto a safe abortion clinic, when I asked, years 
before she attended my birth. She bought the 
£ equipment abortion clinics use, and hid it in her 
Abasement, when she feared abortion may 
jjjbecome illegal again. Miriamma is from a long 
{J line of radical women who saw access to safe 
birth control, abortion and delivery, as a 
iwoman’s right. Emma Goldman took formal 
training in midwifery in 1895, and was 
saddened by the plight of women with 
unwanted pregnancies, as a matter of fact. 

Long have the fields of midwifery, women’s 
health care, witchcraft, and feminism, been 
associated. In the article, “Witches, Midwives, 
and Nurses,” 

(www.blancmange.net/tmh/articles/witches.h 
tml) by B. Ehrenreich and D. English, they say, 
“Women healers were people's doctors, and 
their medicine was part of a people's 

subculture. To this very day women's medical 
practice has thrived in the midst of rebellious 
lower class movements which have struggled to 
be free from the established authorities. Male 
professionals, on the other hand, served the 
ruling class...Witch hunts did not eliminate the 
lower class woman healer, but they branded 
her forever as superstitious and possibly 
malevolent.” Calling self-help, preventative and 
iliscai jnfidicine_a_ Radical j*s§aulLoi 


nospnai ior arugs, as l was exhausted, and sick 
of the pain. But my midwives reminded me that 
if I went to a hospital, the midwives would be 
locked outside, I would be forced to do a lot of 
authoritative things I would want to rebel 
against via doctors, and it could end up in a C- 
section. Those threats kept me at home trying 
to birth naturally, which finally did happen. 
And I am so thankful for them talking me 
through it. Miriamma died in the mid-1990’s, 
due to cancer. It was an emotional loss for the 
community. Her memorial had a cast of 
hundreds. Woman after woman bore witness to 
how Miriamma saved her life when in crisis, 
giving her dignity and comfort, when many of 
us had felt like “untouchables.” Whether we 
were homeless teens, battered wives, single 
welfare moms, gay moms, Spanish-speaking 1 
moms; we were all welcome on earth, according 
to Miriamma’s open-arm policy. We all deserved 
superior health care. We all deserved safe 
births and breastfeeding without stigma. Due 
to these beliefs, my midwives were two of the 
most radical anarchists I have ever met. 

My friend Beth, in Santa Cruz, Ca., gavej 
birth to her daughter, at night, on the sand, at! 
the beach, with the help of her friend/midwife 

Moon Maiden. Birth is a tremendously powerful 
event and being drugged in a sterile hospital 
with paternalistic doctors is not the ultimate 
birth experience for many of us. Many of us 
want to birth, with our friends and families, in 
nature, without drugs. And such freedoms 
around birth are barely legal, if at all. So rogue 
midwifery continues on, under the radar of the 
mainstream, as political activism, as feminism, 
as alternative health care. Even with the recent 
advent of birthing rooms and licensed 
midwives, this field is a rogue one at best. Even 
mainstream midwifery resources, such as 
Midwifery Today magazine 
(www.midwiferytoday.com), and Midwives 
Online (www.midwivesonline.com) have a very 
anti-authoritarian tone. Doctors are not 
women’s bosses, and radical midwives 
understand this. Groups such as the Radical 
Midwives group (www.radmid.demon.co.uk/) in 
the U.K., see midwifery as a political issue, as 
well as a health issue. Midwives have been doing 
this as long as humans have existed. No laws 
“in change it. 
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reality. The myth is upheld by the strong 
marriage (and by extension, divorce) economy 
Between white weddings and custody battles 
this economic niche is robust. With the 
entrance of the gay niche market, powerful in 
Its own right, marriage will be here to stay as a 
stabilizing force of capitalism. 

Money aside, the eternal true love and 
happiness promised by wedding vows are 

verrrrrry seductive.fallacies. Long-lasting 

love and commitment to one person, to any 
person, to many people, are worked oul 
through trust and intense, open communication. 
Many of the gay couples getting married have 
been together 10,.20 years — more evidence 
that relationship longevity is not dependent on 
access to the state sanction of marriage. Many 
people are getting married with no illusions 
about the commitment side of things, but 
specifically for the economic and legal 
privileges. Who’s to tell people not to make use 
of these newly available options? Who doesn’t 
want a tax break? It’s hard to sidestep the 
path of least resistance when the tide is 
strong. 

Indeed, as happy couples of all sorts 
encircled the San Francisco city hall in a 
bizarre ritual, the sex police shut down My 
Place, an old SoMa bar renowned for gay 
cruising and hot back room sex. Gay marriage 
won’t help the freaks, the people too queer to 
be boxed in white with a silver bow, the people 
who think beyond this ‘liberatory’ limp dick. 
The onus is now on the gays getting married: 
prove that you understand the deadly 
complexity of the institution of which you 
partake, and make this gay ‘civil rights’ 
struggle mean something for all homos. 

This is the real struggle here: not attaining 
the gay marriage act itself, but the 
opportunity, the necessity, for people to do 
hard work developing self-analyses of how 
their use of the marriage tool places them 
solidly within a matrix of oppressive 
institutions. There's no time like the present 
for marriage to come out as a false god. 




















Lake Merritt; An 

Onnat(ira( history 


Continued from page 9 

bags from the water. They float and dance in 
the current of the water and after some 
practice the bags dance right into the nets, as 
do candy, cookie, and chip wrappers — from 
hippie granola types to all the corporate faire. 
You can often tell what holiday has passed by 
the trash you find. We find beer, wine, and 
champagne bottles, which by the way must get 
poured out before disposing because they 
often become homes to the many fish that live 
in the lake. 

Condoms — both used and unused — and 
balls of all shape and sizes (bouncy, tennis, 
racquet, basket, golf, those red playground 
ones) are perhaps the most common items 
found. Then there is the mystery item of latex 
gloves — kind of a lot of them. With all the 
condoms maybe I should conclude that 
Oaklanders are practicing extra safe sex, but I 
won’t hold my breathe on that one. 

In one day we pulled out three hubcaps, an 
unusual concentration since only one car a year 
is usually towed out. There is also usually one 
bike a year and a cell phone oncq, every few 
weeks. Pens, salsa, white out, cigarettes, 
lighters, dime bags (empty of course), gobs of 
bark chips, an electronic cash register and 
fully intact trash cans. Sometimes we find 
dead critters — big fish, ducks, I even found a 
poor little dead baby heron iridescent and long 
beaked. 

The amount of trash is ever dependent on 
the rain because the trash mostly comes from 
the several creeks that drain into the lake 
through Piedmont, Downtown, East Oakland 
and the bay itself. During the rainy months 
about 9000 pounds of trash are removed each 
month, while in the dry months only about 1000 
pounds. 

Lake Merrit is a salt water lake and in some 
areas would even be called brackish water 
(places where the fresh water creeks drain 


trout, bat rays, sharks and halibut cruise in 
from the bay. And there are hundreds of 
waterfoul with their silly people-given bird 
names — goldeneye, teal, coot, grebe, wigeon, 
pintail, bufflehead. In all there are at least 
1,000 different critters that make this 140 
acres in the middle of Oakland their home. 

There are 60 storm drain outfalls into the 
lake and only one of them has a filter on it. 
Folks that care about the lake want to get 



them all filtered, costing around $7 million. 
Filters would take away the bulk of the work 
for us volunteers, but keep the lake more 
consistently clean for the critters. 

Some other dreams for the lake as reported 
by the fabled mermaid (and the lake Merritt 
institute) are to decrease runoff from a 
nearby golf course and cemetery because they 
increase the nitrogen level and mess with the 
water’s balance permitting excessive algae 
growth. Folks also want to find ways to 
increase the oxygen content of the lake to 
reduce algae and plankton blooms. Some 
government agency considers it an impaired 
body of water. Impaired it may be, but with 
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and the members (the people from the 
communities), we developed workshops like 
organic compost, self-esteem, free trade, 
WTO/FTAA, stopping violence against women, 
DIY, business, and medicinal plants — 

At the end, it was as if I was one of them, 
getting up early to go to the yard and pick 
some veggies or herbs to cook on the wood 
fire, making tamales or our own drinks, hiking 
or working the land, socializing with them as a 
human being and loving them. 

I was so lucky that I got shelter with a family 
that became my family. They had everything to 
offer— explaining how I felt or how much I 
learned from them or the old Guatemalteca 
lady who become my medicinal teacher, is kind 
of hard... so I'm gonna leave it to the Gods. 

Between all the communities, I saw what I 
was longing for for so long, a vision of the 
TRUTH, communication, love, trading — a true 
community, eco-village. Everything they have 
they give it away or trade it, they all help each 
other, so they can survive and enjoy life, even if 


it's hard sometimes. We all know that “ work 
must be done so the seeds grow." 

Once I sat down on the shining grass in a high 
hill to contemplate the sunset, my 7 year old 
friend was next to me. I asked him if he wanted 
to go to the city and he answered, “I am not 
going to the city. I love being here, I’m happy 
hiking and hanging out with the cows. Cars — 
noway!!!” 

This is just a story that I put out there for 
curiosity, showing how in Chiapas they got 
what they fought for; in Guatemala they got a 
true community in the Hills but still most of the 
men move to the states so they can make money 
and “improve.” 

We want to change this country and make 
our own communities, building them so we can 
live as we want, using all the resources that 
Mother Earth gave us, and I wonder, if they 
achieved that in Guatemala, but some of them 
move to America, if they got that in Chiapas 
but drink Coke more than water, tell me, my 
dear friends — What’s going on? 
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g Come to New Orleans for a 
convergence of bike coops, non-profit 
Bbike shops, bike libraries and bike folks 
■interested in bicycles as transportation, 

* recreation and revolution. “We want to 
% talk about how we function (or don’t) asl 
^part of our communities, how we work! 
^together, how we started and how we’ll|§S3 
^continue. Let's meet, talk and have fun!”^j®^™^ 
^Workshops, dance party, bike parade 


activity during the gathering. Take a look 
^at the website for updated info. People 
^are welcome from far and wide, travel ^ 
subsidies may be possible if needed 1 ^ 
(contact us in advance). Mt. Elphinstone 
,Sunshine coast, BC, Canada. 
ww.geocities.com/wildearth2004 
wildearth2004@ yahoo.com- 
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condoms maybe I should conclude that 
Oaklanders are practicing extra safe sex, but I 
won’t hold my breathe on that one. 

In one day we pulled out three hubcaps, an 
unusual concentration since only one car a year 
is usually towed out. There is also usually one 
bike a year and a cell phone oncq, every few 
weeks. Pens, salsa, white out, cigarettes, 
lighters, dime bags (empty of course), gobs of 
bark chips, an electronic cash register and 
fully intact trash cans. Sometimes we find 
dead critters — big fish, ducks, I even found a 
poor little dead baby heron iridescent and long 
beaked. 

The amount of trash is ever dependent on 
the rain because the trash mostly comes from 


the several creeks that drain into the lake 
through Piedmont, Downtown, East Oakland 
and the bay itself. During the rainy months 
about 9000 pounds of trash are removed each 
month, while in the dry months only about 1000 
pounds. 

Lake Merrit is a salt water lake and in some 
areas would even be called brackish water 
(places where the fresh water creeks drain 
into the salt water). But who can tell that 
from the outside? You have to really get into 
it to know that. Try asking a turtle. 
Sometimes people trying to save them will set 
them “free” to their death in this salt water 
soup. They are lucky to survive a few weeks if 
they are near the fresh inlets. 

So turtles aren't residents of the lake but, 
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them all filtered, costing around $7 million. 
Filters would take away the bulk of the work 
for us volunteers, but keep the lake more 
consistently clean for the critters. 

Some other dreams for the lake as reported 
by the fabled mermaid (and the lake Merritt 
institute) are to decrease runoff from a 
nearby golf course and cemetery because they 
increase the nitrogen level and mess with the 
water’s balance permitting excessive algae 
growth. Folks also want to find ways to 
increase the oxygen content of the lake to 
reduce algae and plankton blooms. Some 
government agency considers it an impaired 
body of water. Impaired it may be, but with 
Oakland’s flair! 

That is the story under the lake in its murk 
and funk, but the story that moves around the 
lake is amazing and inspiring and reminds me of 
why I live in an urban California place. 

There is space to cruise whether you are an 
Oakland teen or a Canada goose. The geese are 
squatters and many people would love to take 
them out, but they are given sanctuary at the 
lake. 

Just the diversity of people running around 
the lake can warm my heart — diversity of 
race and age and size, ability, conversation, 
music. The lake is a place to sit and watch 
people go by, for tai chi, free weights, crying 
or a power walk at lunch. You can take a snooze 
on the side or if you are a scaup you can take a 
snooze in the middle of the lake — in the middle 
of Oakland — an unnatural natural slice of 
Oakland. 


was longing ror ror so long, a visiuii ui me 
TRUTH, communication, love, trading — a true 
community, eco-village. Everything they have 
they give it away or trade it, they all help each 
other, so they can survive and enjoy life, even if 
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achieved that in Guatemala, but some of them 
move to America, if they got that in Chiapas 
but drink Coke more than water, tell me, my 
dear friends — What’s going on? 
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mat the website for updated info. People 
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subsidies may be possible if needed 1 ^ 
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m Come to New Orleans for a 
convergence of bike coops, non-profit 
■bike shops, bike libraries and bike folks 
■interested in bicycles as transportation, 

"recreation and revolution. “We want to 
ptalk about how we function (or don’t) as' 

^part of our communities, how we workl 
^together, how we started and how we’lljeCM 
"continue. Let’s meet, talk and have fun!”ggg^ 

^Workshops, dance party, bike parade— — 

Storing costumes.) Free, but contact them. JX AMC 2004 in Bowling Green, Ohio will A 
" 0 i e t them know you’re coming and to»^S feature sessions on making, networking,^ 

S\:. .. it min ho _ PO Box__ and celebrating independent media ^ 

'projects. This year's AMC will also" 
‘ feature the second annual Symposium on ^ 
* MoHia Literacy > n Friuratinn with^- 
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^to let them know you’re coming and to 
*figure out where it will be — PO Box— 
^72581, New Orleans, LA 70172, 504- 
^944-0366, yoni@bikej3roject.org 


Wild Earth is an annual gathering of: 
I activists, anarchists, communitarians,! 
J elves, faeries, permaculturists, taoists, 
soverigntists, punks, primitivists and the 
like. This will be the 6th annual gathering, 
and is promising to be the best yet.l 
United in the belief that another world is 
possible and engaged in the process of i 
making it so. There will be a wide selection ' 
I of workshops, skillshares and discussions^ 
i Contact us if you would like to offer an’ 


Media Literacy in Education with 
workshops and lectures geared^ 
specifically toward educators of all^ 
stripes. Also on the bill is an all-day 
independent film festival slated for^ 
Saturday, and of course plenty of^ 
entertaining activities throughout the ^ 
weekend. We're also excited to announce ^ 
[that this year’s AMC will be held in_ 
Bowling Green State University's new 
state-of-the-art Student Union, which 
offers us an ideal environment for both 
getting down to business and spending 
quality time networking. For pre¬ 
registration forms, session proposal 
forms,etc.: www.clamormagazine.org/amc 
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Another Defective Disruptive Puzzle By i steve 


Across 


I Embrace, ratify 

6 Skateboard maneuver or war criminal 

II Letters under a signature 
13 Bad act 

15 Scenes of woo 

18 Evil event in MSQ 

19 Fuck up 

20 Neurotic. Repetitive. Neu. Rep. 

21 For example 

22 Some war toys 

25 Person who might treat you after a protest. 

26 Old Iraai aoddess who wandered into Hell. 


Down 


1 Cruelestmo. 

2 Organization that sacked the WTO 

3 Not by prescription 

4 Corporate propaganda 

5 Even score 

6 Other in Atzlan 

7 Liberal initial 

8 With 43 down, a great place to find zines or hold meetings 

9 A kind of unit for when you’re really fucked up 

10 Sci. of money and business 

11 Humboldt logging company 


10 Inolinaloo 



































Sometimes people trying to save them will set 
them “free” to their death in this salt water 
soup. They are lucky to survive a few weeks if 
they are near the fresh inlets. 

So turtles aren’t residents of the lake but, 
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why I live in an urban California place. 

There is space to cruise whether you are an 
Oakland teen or a Canada goose. The geese are 
squatters and many people would love to take 
them out, but they are given sanctuary at the 
lake. 

Just the diversity of people running around 
the lake can warm my heart — diversity of 
race and age and size, ability, conversation, 
music. The lake is a place to sit and watch 
people go by, for tai chi, free weights, crying 
or a power walk at lunch. You can take a snooze 
on the side or if you are a scaup you can take a 
snooze in the middle of the lake — in the middle 
of Oakland — an unnatural natural slice of 
Oakland. 


Wild Earth is an annual gathering of? 
I activists, anarchists, communitarians, ( 
| elves, faeries, permaculturists, taoists, 
soverigntists, punks, primitivists and the 
like. This will be the 6th annual gathering ( 
and is promising to be the best yet.l 
United in the belief that another world is 
possible and engaged in the process of | 
making it so. There will be a wide selection 
I of workshops, skillshares and discussions.! 
Contact us if you would like to offer an’ 

Mm 


.workshops and lectures gearea^ 
i specifically toward educators of all^ 
[stripes. Also on the bill is an all-day^ 
(independent film festival slated for^ 
(Saturday, and of course plenty of^ 
entertaining activities throughout the^ 
I weekend. We're also excited to announce £ 
[that this year's AMC will be held in 
jBowling Green State University's new 
state-of-the-art Student Union, which 
offers us an ideal environment for both 
jgetting down to business and spending 
Equality time networking. For pre- 
jregistration forms, session proposal 
’forms,etc.: www.clamormagazine.org/amc 
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Another Defective Disruptive Puzzle By i steve 


Across 

I Embrace, ratify 

6 Skateboard maneuver or war criminal 

II Letters under a signature 
13 Bad act 

15 Scenes of woo 

18 Evil event in MSQ 

19 Fuck up 

20 Neurotic. Repetitive. Neu. Rep. 

21 For example 

22 Some war toys 

25 Person who might treat you after a protest. 

26 Old Iraqi goddess who wandered into Hell. 

29 Like, sounds of not knowing exactly what 

30 Price or participants, depending on whether the circle A is an A 
or a circle 

31 Just_(var.) 

32 Grouch or Capricorn 

33 Ancient Iraqi city 

34 Play around 

38 Chief fallen angel, to close friends 

39 Liberal 

42 Sisters busting heads? 

45 Old testament queen’s home in Africa 

47 Word of power for Monty Python knights 

48 His doctrine justifies imperialism in Haiti, Columbia, Venuzuela, 
Panama and Mexico 

51 Sex worker or Santa sound 

52 Otherwise 

53 Struoaled to obtain, with “with" 

54 You can’t get money from this after the protest if the banks 
have been destroyed 

56 She sued Wade 

57 Most GA Hotels 

58 Some people think this didn’t help radicalize the 60s 

59 Contempt 

63 Kinda off-green color 

65 Some fundamentalist Christians, Allen-Michael the Cosmic 
Messiah, and the U.S. Air Force have differing views as to their 
significance 

67 A state flat in the East but a little more uppity in the West 

68 Their house was shot at and burned down 

69 Give one of these, especially in the forest 
71 Untouchable . 

73 Economic index or a since merged railroad 

74 Old punk band 

75 Working person 

76 Drug or rock band 


Down 

1 Crudest mo. 

2 Organization that sacked the WTO 

3 Not by prescription 

4 Corporate propaganda 

5 Even score 

6 Other in Atzlan 

7 Liberal initial 

8 With 43 down, a great place to find zines or hold meetings 

9 A kind of unit for when you’re really fucked up 

10 Sci. of money and business 

11 Humboldt logging company 

12 Instigates 
14 Killer whale 

16 Wooded California campus in the hills 

17 Guard 

23 Ganked 

24 It’s more advanced than parallel 

26 The World has two caps of these 

27 Word with neither 

28 A great place to find zines or hold meetings 

35 Good stuff for bikes and buttholes 

36 Pig_poke 

37 150 

39 Stuff in a cone 

40 A zit on the face of actually, a zit on a face 

41 Free coffee and use of a car 

43 See 8 down 

44 Person who might treat you at a protest 

45 Greetings of peace 

46 Hot mush 

49 Poetically above 

50 Old Tokyo 

52 Word with whiskey or Republican Army 
55 D years ago 

59 Old punk band or dead princess 

60 A plague on the city and the Earth 

61 Word of possibilities 

62 Connecting point 
64 Frustrate 

66 Stormtroopers 

67 Hard thing to comb out 
67 1/2 And so forth 
70 Word with either 
72 60 
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April 22-25 

Protest the meeting 
April 24. Contact#£IMF-BANk 

April 24 p.m. 

March & rally for Mutfti&Abu-Jan 
Gather @ 16th & Missibrc$0AE 

April 25 

National march for reproductive < 

DC. www.marchforchoice.org. 

April 2^|. noon - e^pj 

People’s Park 3!3ralnniversary fa 
workshops, skateboards. Telegrd*h/F 


May 24-30 

Wild Earth 2004 gathering, Mt. Elphinstone Sunshine 
coast, BC, Canada, www.geocities.com/wildearth2004 

May 28 • 6 p.m. 

50years.org. ^kSF Critical Mass bike ride, Justin Herman Plaza 


ith birthday.; 


B5. 


iington 


Srkeley. 


May 

May 1 

May Day! Anyofl 


swanna organize a General Strike? 1 ? 

May 1-8 

Week of action for the buffalo - document killings and 
civil disobedience. West Yellowstone, Montana. Contact 
406 646-0070, www.wildrockies.org. 

May 2 • 1 p.m. 

Slingshot new volunteer meeting. 3124 Shattuck Ave. 
Berkeley 

May 9*3-9 p.m. 

“Cycles of Gentrificatiorr An Art show” opening. Food 
art, performances. 3124 Shattuck Ave. Berkeley. 

May 14-16 

Community Bike Conference in New Orleans. PO Bo 
72581, New Orleans, LA 70172, 504-944-0366, 
yoni @ bikeproject.org. (See page 2.) 

May 14 • 6 p.m. 

East Bay Critical Mass bike ride' meet Berkeley BART. 

May 15 • 10 a.m. - 6 

5th Annual Montreal Anarchist Bookfairi 
Delisle, Montreal. 514-859-9090 

May 20 - 22 

Protest the NATO summit in Istanbul, Turkey & gre 
anarchist gathering, veganarsi2003@yahoo.com. • 

May 21 - 30 

Village building convergence in Portland, Oregon. 
www.cityrepair.org/vhc 


lay 29 • 3 p.m. 

Article deadline for Slingshot issue #82. 3124 
Shattuck Ave., Berkeley. 


June 


June 3-9 

Protest the BIO 2004 conference in San Francisco. 
ContasJ 877-806-2871, www.reclaimthecommons.net. 

8-10 

ifest the G8 Summit in Savannah Georgia. Contact 
Bfe6.237.7563, www.freesavannah.com. (See Page 2.) 

June 12 

International Day of Action and Solidarity with Jeff 
“Free” Luers. www.freefreenow.org (See Page 2.) 

June 18-20 

Allied Media Conference in Bowling Green, Ohio. 
www.clamormagazine.org/amc (See Page 15.) 

June 26 - July 5 

Earth FMFqpnd River Rendezvous in Maine. Contact 
mainee%w^i.com 

June 30 

We Are Resisting! conferjpce at University of Kansas. 
.li#g#rtemo at Leavenworth military base / prison after 
tt/ecftttSniBCe. www.kahsasanarchist.net/WAR/ 


Jill 


Smash 1 


soon 


July 

Protest th 
Contact t 


m. 

ie flag. People’s Park, Berkeley. 


Jn Boston. 


lie National Cor] 
sasociety.c 

August 

Anarchist S^ b^erl^rgat. Del Norte, CO.jjjfntact 
9-539-3553 or Travis lovelibq 
o.co. 

August 29 - September 

Protest the Republican National Convention in New York 
City, www.rncnotwelcome.org (See page 3.) 











